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Which I ſerve in the Miniſtry cen 4 
wy the 2 * 


.M y dear Friends, 
1. Account it, and al 0 rg 


it, as one very conſiderable mixture 
of mercy in my late and long 22 
. which a was rendered aac xs: | 
publick miniſtry amongſt you, AY 
many weeks together, that yet I was 
nor altogether laid afide from the ſer- 
itt of 5 ur fouls; but had then 2 
Pportunity, in 2 intervals of the 
ftemper, to gratify a deſire which ſe- 
veral of you had expreſſed; and to en- 
deavorr fomething for the ſpiritual | 
good of you and yours, by as... = 
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Fy DEDICATION. 
EMS 7 defire not Gf fo may be the will 


F God) to live any longer in this 
world, than I may be ſome way uſe- 


ful in it; and eſpecially to you, to the 
ſervice of whoſe ſouls I have wholly 
devoted myſelf, my life and time; nor 


have J yet ſeen reaſon to repent of my 


Having done 6. 


1 have a very grateful ſenſe of your 


| friendſhip and kindneſs to me, and your 


acceptance of my labours (ſuch as th 
have been) amongſt you, for now 2 
moſt tawekve years. Above all, I bleſs 


and adore the God of grace, for what 


good ſucceſs he has been pleaſed to give 


them, either in the converſion or edifi-. 


cation of your ſouls; and that I have 
reaſon to think, that I have not whol= 


ly run in vain, and laboured in vain. 
The ſucceſs of the ſermons which 1 
| bave preached to young people, on new 


years days, demands a particular thank- 

ful acknowledgment to God: and his 
having been pleaſed to ſmile upon * 
-, . an 


DEDICATION: 


oill and bleſs them in the preaching, - ba 
this inclined me to yield, that ſome of them. 
e- © ſhould be made thus publick, in hopes, 
the | that the ſame bleſſing may ſtill attend 
ally 3 them for the preſs; might it be but to 
wor one ſoul ! how little ſhould JI regard the 
my cenſures, which I may probably expect 
from ſome perſons, for publiſhing theſe 
mr plain diſcourſes; in which the preſent 
aur faſhionable train of preaching. is not 
5 fo much as aimed at; neither are they 
al- at all ſuited to humour the zealots of. 
leſs any party. 
bat So long as I can reckon ae fre 
ve of your favourable acceptance and ap- 
tfi- | probation of them, I. ſeek no other pa- 
e tron: and if God will be pleaſed to 
0% mate uſe of them, for the good f any 
in. ſouls, I covet no other applauſe. 
1 3} Yon will obſerve, that in diſpoſing 
ew |"rbeſe ſermons in this volume, I have 
nk- | had na regard to the order in which 
his || they were preached; but have fo 
m, placed them, as, I conceived, the ſub- 
and gets 


DEDICATION, 


jetts on which they treat, would moſt | 
. follow one another. 

Jo what I have here attempted, let | ( 
me beg, that you would alſo wy the 
help of your earneſt prayers, for the | 
rifng generation; that God would Tc G 
= his Spirit upon our feed, and 

bleſſing upon our offspring; and 
that Chrift, our dear Saviour, may 1. 
have a numerous ſeed to ſerve him, in 
the next, and in all ſucceeding ages, 
till time ſhall be no more, So prays 


4 Your affectionate Friend, and Servant, 
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vil and danger of youthful ſins. 
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SERMON I 


Good parents concerned for their chil- 
drens ſouls, 


1 CHRONICLES xxix. 19. 
Give a unto Solomon my ſon a perfect heart. 


HIS was the prayer of a godly parent for 

his ſon. It is part of the laſt prayer of King 

David; or however the laſt public __ 
which he made, that is recorded in ſcripture, and 
this petition comes in at the very cloſe of that pray- 
er 3 ſo that it was probably one of the laſt petitions 
which David put up to heaven before his remove 


thither. One would expect that a prayer thus circum- 


ſtanc'd, that is, the laſt dying prayer of ſo great a 
man, and ſo great a Saint as David was, ſhould be 
ſomething more than ordinarily ſolemn, and that the 
bleſſing which he prays for ſhould be ſomething of 
the greateſt importance : and ſuch, it ſeems, Da- 
vid thought the bleſling was which he prays for in 
our text, viz. that Solomon his ſon might have a per- 
eck heart. For this was a thing of great importance 
to David's own comfort in dying ; it would enable 
him to leave his throne and the world with the greater 
ſatisfaction, if he had reaſon to hope that his ſon, 
and ſucceſſor in the kingdom would prove a good 
man: it was a thing of great and general impor- 
tance to the whole nation, that their young king 
Frog tread in his good _— s ſteps: and It was 

of 
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3 Good parents concerned! 


to Salmon himſolf, in order 
to his being bleſſed of Gad, both here and hereãſter. 
that he ſhould have a perfect heart. Here David 
prays like a good king, and -a good ſather; as a2 
king for his ſucceſſor, and as a father for his ſon. 
In the latter of theſe two views of this prayer, I 
would recommend it as a pattern for parents to co- || 
py after; tis a prayer which you ſhould pray for 
your children, Lord give them perfect hearts. In 
this prayer, as it ſtands in our text, dre things are 


of infinite importan 


to be conſidered. 


Fit, The blefing itſelf which is defired, and | 


that is a perfe heart. 


Secomdly, Of whom this bleſſing is defred and 4 


asked, viz, of God. 


Thir By whom, and for whom this * is i 


made, viz. by David for his jon Selamon. 


Firft, The bleſſing which is here deſired - is a per- 
Fett heart. It will be neceſlary for me to explain, 
in a few Words, what that ſignifies. - Now the 
heart, in ſcripture language, commonly means quite 
another thing than what Aratomiſis mean by the 
Tame word: it ſignifies not any part of the body, 
but the ſoul; ſometimes more particularly the affec- | 
tions and paſhons, but more commonly the heart 
means the whole ſoul, with all its ſaculties and 

wers, ſuch as underſtanding, will, and affections. 

en are {aid to believe with the beart; and we read 
of an underſtanding heart, as well as of loving with | 
the heart; and the gracious diſpoſition 


ſoul, as it is renewed: by divine grace, is called, by 


the 'A le, the hidden man of the beart. The 
heart then is the ſou], which is the chief ſeat either 
of grace and religion, or of ſin and wiekedneſs. 
We muſt further inquire alſo, what is meant by a 


perfect 


of the whole 
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for their childrens ſouls. 3 


perfeft heart: and certainly this is not to be taken in 
the moſt ſtrict and abſolute ſenſe, for ſuch a perfect 
heart as Adam had before His fall, or as the man 
Chriſt Feſus had, in neither of whom there was any 
imperſection or fin; for, alas! ſuch a perfect heart 
is now no where to be found, nor ever to be ex- 
pected in any of Adam's poſterity, on this fide heg- 
ven. We muſt therefore neceſſarily underſtand this 
phraſe in our text in a lower and qualify'd ſenſe: 
for id is not to be ſuppoſed that David pray d with- 
out a proſpect; tho" the thing was, to be ſure, ex- 
tremely deſirable, and what David would have moſt 
heartily wiſh'd, that his ſon Slomon's heart might 
be as perfect as Adam's ever was; yet David well 
knew that this would be but a vain with: and ſure 
he would not ſolemnly pray for that for his ſon, 
which he knew was never granted to any ſon of 
Adam. But there is another and lower ſenſe of this 
ward perfect, according to which good men are of- 
ten in ſcripture called perfect men, and a gracious 
heart may be called a perſect heart. Thus Noah 
and Fob are ſaid to be perfect nen, Gen. ix. 6. Fob 
i. 1. tho' neither of them were ſinleſs men; they 
both had their ſpots, and frailties, and imperfections. 
We read of NMoab's being drunk once, à plain ſign 
that he was not perfect; and Job freely acknow- 
ledges for his part, that he was far ſhort of ſinleſs 
perfection, Fob ix. 20. If I juſtify myſelf, mine own 
mouth ſhall condemn me: if I jay, I am perfect, it 
ſhall alſo prove me perverſe. A perfect heart therefore 
commonly means a gracious heart: a heart that is 
renew'd, and CinAify'd, and ſet right towards God 
and Heaven. Such a heart may be called perteR, 

and not improperly, for "rt 
1.) There is a 7 of parts, which may 
| | B 2 2 8 
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4 _ . Good parents conterned 


be truly aſeribed to every gracious heart. In much 
the ſame ſenſe that a new born child may be called 


a perfect man, every gracious heart may be called a 
perfect heart: for it is perfect as to parts, tho' not 
in degree. As a little infant has all the limbs and 


members of a perfect man, ſo every regenerate ſoul - 
has all the graces of a perſect ſaint: there is every 


feature and lineament of the divine image, tho' as 
yet they are but faintly drawn, in compariſon with 
what they ſhall be. Thus far a gracious heart is a 
perfect heart. But ; 
2.) The true meaning of perfect, as applied in 
ſcripture to ſinful men, ſeems to be ſincere or up- 
right. As he who hates ſin, and, ſtrives againſt it, 
is ſaid not to commit fin, 1 John iii. 9. ſo he that 


does really and truly deſire and, endeavour to do all 
his duty, is ſaid to be perfect. Thus Nathaniel is 


characterized by Chriſt, who knew his heart and life, 
An Iſraelite indeed in whom there is no guile, Fobn i. 


17. not that Nathaniel lived without fin, but there 
was no prevailing, no allowed guile in his heart : he | 
was a downright honeſt good man, without any | 
arts of hypocriſy or deceit. Such a one was Na- 


thaniel, and ſuch a one David deſir'd that his ſon 


Solomon might prove; that he might have a perfect 


an 
5 


A 
# 
h by 


heart. . Upon the whole then, a gracious heart is 
the perfect heart which our text ſpeaks of, And 
that any heart of man may be ſo, it muſt have the 
following properties, which I will juſt name to 


As 


you. | 
25 4 perſect heart muſt be a new heart, ſo it is 
L 


Ezek. xviii. 31. that is, a renewed heart, 


new formed and diſpoſed by the Spirit of God in 1 


the great work of regeneration. No man is born 


witha perfect heart, but quite otherwiſe: every man's 
heart 
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for their childrens ſouls. 


heart is now by nature miſerably depraved and pol- 
luted. The good and perfect heart muſt therefore 


be a renewed heart. 
2.] A good and perfect heart muſt be a ſoft and 


tender heart. So it is deſcribed, Ezek. xi. 19. I 
toill take the ſtony heart out of their fleſh, and will 


give them an heart of fleſp. And it is mention'd to 
the praiſe of good King Jeſiab, God himſelf men- 
tions it with great approbation, that his heart tas 


tender; 2 Kings xxii. 19. that is, as you may ſee b 


the ſtory there, his heart was eaſily impreſs'd wit 
the word of Gad; he laid it to heart, as we ſay, 
aud was greatly affected with it. 


3.] A good and perfect heart muſt be an obedient 
heart. It muſt be diſpoſed to a ready and willing 
obedience to the whole will of God. This is called 
a heart to fear God and to walk in his ſtatutet. And 
it is otherwiſe; expreſs'd, by God's writing his law 
in the heart, which means. an inward diſpoſition of 
ſoul, that inclines a man to practiſe the outward 
rule of duty. Once more. 

4] A good and perfect heart mult be a believing 
heart. With the heart man believeth unto righteouſ= 
neſs, Rom. x. 10. And this is as material, and eſſen- 
tial a property. of a good heart as any whatever; for 
without faith in Chrif there is no pardon to be had, 
no mercy to be expected. And whatever other 
good qualities there may be in our hearts, yet no- 
thing without the robe of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 


| which is put on by faith, will ever recommend 
them to the acceptance of a juſt and holy God,” It 


is now time to diſmiſs this firſt head. Thus we 
have conſidered what that great, and deſirable bleſ- 
> ling is, which is mention'd in our text, It is a 


perfect heart. 
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6 | Good parents concerned 


The ſecond thing which I obſerved in this text 


is, of whom this bleſſing is deſired and asked; and 
it is of God. You may ſee to whom this prayer 
was offered up in the verſe before our text, O Lord 
God of Abraham, Iſhac, and Iſrael our fathers, give 
unto Solomon my ſon a perfect heart. As the heart 
was Originally God's giſt, as the God of nature; ſo a 
perfect and good heart, in a fallen creature, can 
only be from his giſt, as the God of grace. No 


ower but his, who made the heart at firſt, can make 


t anew, and reſtore its original perfection. With- 
out the grace of Gad, all human inſtructions, and 
the warmeſt and moſt pathetic motives to holineſs 


and goodneſs will be in vain. The watchful care, 


the wiſeſt counſels, and moſt affectionate perſuaſions 
of godly parents will avail nothing: 'tis God alone 
that can give a perfect heart. This, it ſeems, Da- 
vid was very ſenſible of. No doubt but the good 
man had conſcientiouſly done his duty, in the reli- 
gious education of his ſon; he had done all that he 


could do, to make him a good, as well as a great 1 


man. If you look back, but into the laſt chapter 
before this where our text is, in the gth verſe, you 
may ſee a ſpecimen of David's inſtructing and 
counſelling his ſon Solomon: how ſeriouſly does he 
deal with him about his ſoul! how ſolemnly does 
he charge him! and in what moving language does 
he exhort and perſuade him to be religious! Thou 
Solomon my ſen, know thou the God of thy father, 
and ſerve him with a perfect keart, and with a willing 
mind; for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and under- 
ftangerh all the imaginations of the thoughts; if thou 
er bim te will be found of thee, but if thou forſake 


him he will caſt thee off for ever. What could a fa- |; 
char ſay more and better? David had done all that- 


Pa CGG TITS TW LW LE ©, kD. + - 


this text 


ed; and 
s prayer 
O Lord 
rs, give 
1e heart 
e; ſoa 
re, can 
e. No 
n make 
With- 
18, and 
holineſs 
care, 
ſuaſions 
alone 
8, Da- 
e good 
e reli- 


that he 


a great | 
Vas the prayer of an. ; pare! s dea 
child, and for the ſoul of his child, which is 


6 
_ 
" 2 
2 
{ » 
ws Os 


:hapter 


father, 
willing 
under- 
f thou 
forſake 
d a fa- 


= 


for their childrens ſouls, 7 


2 man could do, to form his ſon for godlineſs, as 


well as greatneſs; and for heaven, as well as the 
* throne of 1/racl. But, after all, he was very ſenſi- 


ble, that the whole ſucceſs, depended on the bleſ- 
7 fng and grace of Cod; and therefore he follows all 
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with prayer. O Lord, do thau give unto Solo- 
« mou. my ſon a perfect heart. It is not his being 
« my ſon will make him thine, and make him a 


good and happy man, without thy grace and ſpi- 
NF £6 ot to aka ſoul. I have given him the beſt 
4 inſtructions I could, that was my duty; Lara 


« vive him thy grace, that is thy gift, and thine 
« only.” This is very obſervable in our text; that 
after all the inſtructions, and good counſels, and all 


the methods of religious education, which Davi 
had uſed towards his fon, he begs that God woul 


give him a perfect heart; as being ſenſible that this 
was the gift of God, and of him alone. I go on to the 

Third thing which I obſerved in the text; and 
that is by whom, and for whom, this prayer was 
made. It was by Dazid for his ſon Solomon. It 
| ed dying parent for. his dear 


the greateſt concern of all. David makes no o- 
ther requeſt tor Solomon in all this prayer but 
only. this, Lord give, him a perfect heart: make 
« him but a gocd man, and I ask no more for him; 
« for then I am ſure he will be well provided for 
% and then I can chearfully leave him to the care of 
* providence for the preſent life and world. 
Here you ſee the longing, the breathing, the ve- 
hement deſire of the ſoul of a godly parent; it is 
for the welfare of his dear children, and above all 


65 for their ſpiritual and eternal welfare. 


| Next to hi 
own falvation, there is 13 which he kene 
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8 Good parents concerned 


much as that, nothing which lies with ſo much | 
weight upon his mind, aud for which he will pray 
more earneſtly. O Lord Gad of our fathers, give 


unto Solomon my fon a perfect heart. Here Critics ob- 
ſerve an elegance in the Hebrew, which our Exgliſb can- 


not well expreſs: the word perfect alludes to the name 


Solomon, they ſound much alike in the Hebrem, and 


they agree in ſenſe too, for Solamom ſignifies either 


geaceable or perfect. Lord make him a Solomon in- * 
deed; make him anſwer his name, and perfect him | 


by thy grace. So/amon was, probably, as complete a 
oung Prince, of his age, as the world ever ſaw, 


th for natural parts, and acquired accompliſh- |? 


ments; he ſeemed well to deſerve his name Solomon: 
but Lord, without a perfect heart, without inward 
2 and religion, what is all this? *tis but like the 

e carved ornaments of a tomb, which incloſes 
nothing but filth and corruption. A periſhing ſin- 
ner, an apoſtate ſon or daughter of Adan, made for 
immortality, but going on in the broad road to hel}; 
"tis. always a ſad fight, a moving object of compaſ- 
fion and pity: but when I ſee a lovely young per- 
ſon, in the bloom and flower of life, adorn'd with 
the beauties of nature, and accompliſhed with the 
arts of education, and yet, it is to be feared, in an 
* e ſtate, an enemy to Cod, and a child of 
the Devil, what great pity is it! My foul melts with 


double ſorrow, to think, that ſuch lovely qualities 


ſhould all be loſt in Bel, and ſwallowed up in the 
lake of burning: who would not put up a fervent 


The words in the Hebrew are ſkelomeh and ſhalem, both 


from ſhalam to be perfect, or to be at peace, from whence 


comes the participle meſky//am, Iſai. xlii. 19. and the Arabicł 
Mnufſulman, a title which the Mabemetans give to themſelves, 
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prayer for ſuch a young perſon, © Lord give him a 
« perfect heart too, make him truly good, and 
« make him happy for ever.” But this will, in 


nature will quicken the defies of grace, to ſee Chri/# 
formed in the hearts of their children, and to have 
them ſecured of ſalvation. O that Iſhmael might 


God had juſt made him the promiſe of 7/aac: a pro- 
miſe ſo full of bleflings, that, one would think, it 


* 1 ſhould have ſatisfied all his defires at once: but 4- 


braham could not bear to think, that any child of 
his ſhould be caſt off by God, and be loſt eternally; 
therefore he prays, O that Iſhmael might live befors 
thee ! J will enlarge upon this obſervation from the 
text. And I ſhall 1 
I. Shew you for what reaſons godly parents will 
earneſtly defire and pray, that their children 
may be good and gracious. | 
II. I ſhall hint to you the peculiar argumen 
which godly parents have to plead with God in 
behalf of their children. | 
III. I ſhall cloſe with a ſerious addreſs both to 
parents and to their children about this matter. 
I. Let us conſider the reaſons of this prayer, and 
of that earneſt deſire which there is in all godly pa- 
rents, that their children may be good and gracious. 
Why was this ſo much David's concern, that Solo- 
mon his ſon might have a perfect heart? The reaſons 
are plain, both from natural affection and grate. EF 
will mention theſe that follow. 
1.) Their having been the means of conveyin 
to their children a corrupted nature, and an evi 
heart, muſt needs make them to be much concerned, 
| B 5 sand 
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to Good parents concerned 


and greatly deſirous that God would renew them 
and give them a perfect heart. My friends, you 
know the hearts of your children by your own: 
on know what a corrupt nature they have brought 
into the world, by what your own was; or if you 
know not, the word of Gad will tell you, that it is 
a very 7 nful heart; tis a heart full of wickedneſs, 
and foaliſpneſ and enmity againſt God, which theſe 
children of yours were born with; and therefore 
their ſtate by nature is extremely wretched, for they 
are children of God's wrath, Epheſ. ii. 3. they are 
naturally haters of God, and therefore hateful to 
God: their heart is like a heart of ſtone, obſtinate 
and ſtubborn; and if they ſhould die without being 
born Pin, they are heirs of Hell and will be chil- 
dren of perdition. And is not this a moſt ſad caſe? 
Can you think of it as the caſe of your own dear 
children, without a pitiful concern for them? to 
think what they are by nature, and what a Bell! 
they are born feir to, tis a ſad thought. What 
tears can be more juſt, than thoſe which a pious pa- 
rent drops over an unregenerate child? And it 
muſt ſurely be an affecting circumſtance of concern 
to you, that you have been the inſtruments of con- 
veying this corrupted nature to your dear offspring, 
and of bringing them into ſo ſad a ſtate. Tis thro? 
your mediation that they inherit this woful depra- 
vity, which was firſt occaſioned by Adams tranſ- 
eſſion. Ido not ſay this was properly your fault, 

t you will own it to be a very unhappy caſe; and 

if you have ever been convinced yourſelves, how 
dreadful a thing the corruption of nature is, you 
will de greatly concerned that your children may be 
delivered from it. And O! what reaſon have you 
to do all you can, to get them cured of this ragt 
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of the heart which they have catch'd from you. 
That was a moſt reaſonable and righteous law which 


4 you find among the ſtatutes of Moſes, Exod. xxi. 


19. that if one man had wounded another and occa- 


* Goned his hurt, be ſhall cayſe him to be throughl 
* healed. Here is a far more deadly wound, whic 


fin has given to the ſouls of your children; and 
ſhould not you do all that you can to get them heal- 
ed? eſpecially, when you have been the unhappy 


” inſtruments and occaſions of it. Suppoſe, that by 
2 ſome accident, you had grievouſly hurt one of your 


children, ſo as to - endanger its life; what a valt 
concern would it give you! how anxious would 


you be for its ſafety! „Should my dear child die, 


4 J ſhould never forgive myfelf,” ſays the tender 
parent: but, O Sirs! ſhould your dear children die 


in their fins, and periſh everlaſtingly, thro” that cor- 
ruption of nature which you have convey'd to 


them, and you not endeavour to fave them; who 

could ever forgive you? How could you ever for- 

give yourſelves? Your children would have reaſon 

to curſe you in Bell for ever, that ever you brought 
them into ſo wretched: a ſtate, and took no pains to 

help them out of it. Conſider, my friends, what 

an evil heart you have convey'd to your children ; 
and if you have any ſenſe what an evil that is, I 

know you will be concerned for them, and this will 

make you very earneſt with God, to give them 
a perfect heart. : 

2.) Holy parents are very deſirous that their 
children may be good and gracious, becauſe upon 
this the ir own eomfort in them does chiefly depend. 
They deſire it for their own fakes: for tis a ſad and 
hard thing for parents to bear children with pain, 


and 
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and expence, and care, and to deny themſelves of 
many comforts merely for their childrens ſakes, as 


parents often do, tis a hard caſe, I ſay, when all 


this kindneſs and care is requited on the childrens 


we with contempt and diſobedience. I take it to 
e one of the ſaddeſt circumſtances of human ſor-- 
row, when wicked and undutiful children bring 
down the hoary heads of their good parents with 7 
ſorrow to the grave; and requite their love ” | 


breaking their hearts. Now the beſt, and only et- 
fectual ſecurity you can have, that your children 
will prove dutiful, and therefore comfortable to 


you, is their becoming truly religious. If once 


they know their duty to God, they will not forget 
their duty to you. The grace of God will make 
them obedient children; and that will make them 
the delight of your eyes, and the comfort of your 
declining age. Alas! what comfort can you ever 
expect in wicked and profligate children; thoſe ſons 
of Belial, who cauſe ſhame to themfelves, and 
their parents too? But a wiſe ſon, fays Solomon, 
maketh a glad father: and the father of the righteaus 
ſhall greatly rejoice. As nothing gives parents a 
more ſenſible grief, than the ill doing of their chil- 
dren; ſo nothing, in this world, gives them a more 
ſenſible joy, than to ſee their children do well, and 
prove well. Now as ever you hope for this com- 
fort, you. muſt do all that you can to bring your 
children to be religious: and you muſt be earneſt 
and importunate with the God of grace, that he 
would give them a perfect heart. If you can but 
once obtain this fr them, you may then depend 
upon comfort in them: you may be ſure they will 
do well, for then God will love them ; He will love 
them as much as you do; and can you deſire that 
| he 
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13 
he would love them better? Vea but in this, his 
kindneſs will exceed all you can deſire: the fondeſt 
love of the moſt tender mother to her ſucking in- 
* fant, is nothing to compare with the love of God to 
his children, Iſaiab xlix. 15. Then God will bleſs 
them and make them a bleſſing. Then it will be 


for | their childrens ſouls. 


no great matter what you can give them, for they 
will be ſure of the beſt portion. Happy ſhall they 
be whoſe God is the Lord. And O! what a comfort 
will this be to you, to ſee your dear children made 
thus happy? How will this ſweeten your dying 


bed, and make it eaſy to pronounce the laſt fare- 
well? „Farewell my dear children; you have been 
„ the comfort and joy of my life, 
you: I am now going to leave you, but I leave 
„you with a better and kinder Father; your fa- 
2 « ther's God, and your own covenant God; in his 
„ care you will always be fafe, his providence will 
4 ſarely provide for you, your God has promiſed 
to bleſs you: farewell, my dear children, for a 
4 little while, we ſhall ſhortly meet again in a bet- 


bleſs God for 


« ter and happier world.” This is comfortable 


dying, and taking leave of a family. But O] what 
* anguiſh fills the heart of many a good dying parent, 


= who is afraid that he is going to take his laſt and 


A eternal farewell of his children, never to meet them 
any more? O my children, you have been the 


&« breaking of your parent's heart, the Lord forgive 


you: O that I had been written childleſs! fare- 
„ well, I muſt leave you, but tis a fad 
12 ** leave you in the broad road to Bell.“ Thus you 
ſee, how much the comfort of good parents in their. 

children, does, on all accounts, depend on their be- 
ing good and gracious; and therefore will ſuch pa- 
rents moſt earneſtly deſire and beg of God, that he 
would give their children a perfect heart. 


parting to 


3) 
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3.) Another reaſon is, their affection and love to i 
their children; they deſire it for their childrens fake, MF 


as well as for their own. As the parents comfort 


very much depends on their childrens happineſs, ſo 
they well know that their childrens happineſs whol- 7 
ly depends on their being good and gracious per- 


ſons; without this, there is no reaſon to expect 7 


that God will bleſs them, either here, or hereafter. ? 
They may indeed ſcramble, and gather ſome of the 


outward gifts of providence, for theſe are not the pi 


Father's peculiar and diſtinguiſhing bleflings: as to 
theſe matters, all things ſeem to come alike to. all, 
tho* yet in reality it is much otherwiſe, for the curſo Þ 
of the Lerd is in the houſe of the wicked; but be bleſ- Þ 


feth the habitation of the juſt, Prov. iii. 33. and to Fn. 


s the whole world, with the curſe of Gad, 


would be but a miſerable portion. O! how much T 


happier is the poor chriftian who has his little with 
a bleſſing, and with his father's love! If he has but 
a little, yet it is certainly juſt ſo much as is beſt for 
him to have; for all his affairs are in his heavenly Þ 
Father's hand, who performeth all things for bim. 
An infinitely wiſe and good God is pleaſed to charge 
himſelf with the whole conduct and care of his 
children, and has promiſed that bs will make ali 


things work together for their good; and what can 
be defired more? What can the fondeſt parent wiſh 


better for his children than this? If God will love 
them and bleſs them, all ſhall be well with them: 
but now it is certain that God will love none but 
thoſe who are good, He hateth all the workers of ini 
guity and is angry with the wicked every day. His 
promiſes of bleſſing are only to gracious perſons. 


So that all the parents hope, that God will bleſs their fo 


children, even in this world; depends on their being 


neſs, ſo 
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| Food and gracious: and much more, that he will 


Pleſs them in another world, and make them happy 
for ever. For without this new and perfect heart, 
there will be no poſſibility of their ever getting to 
Peaven, no poſſibility of their eſcaping the torments 
Jof hell, and of being made happy in the preſence 
and enjoyment of God. For without holinefs no man 
ſpall ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. It is not their being 
the children of good people, that can give them a 
®birth-right to heaven; but they muſt themſelves be 
1 Dorn from above, they muſt be made partakers of a 
divine nature, they muſt be regenerate and convert- 
Zed, or he who has the keys of the heavenly world 
has poſitively and peremptorily declared, that they 
hall never come there. Well, and what good pa- 
rent does not moſt earneſtly wiſh and defire, that 
his children may be ſaved and made happy for ever? 
O! how grievous is the thought, that any of my 
Fear children ſhould go to Hell, and be torment- 
ed for ever in thoſe flames! Here every pain which 
the child feels reaches the parents heart; they can't 
bear to ſee their children hurt, how then can they 
bear the thought, that theſe children of theirsſhould be 
eaſt into Bell, and be doom'd to everlaſting torments ? 
One would think, that even natural affection ſhauld 


prompt all parents, and eſpecially all good parents, 
10 do whatever they can to prevent it, and to be 
Fearneſt and importunate with God for the ſouls of 


: their children, that he would give them a perfect 


heart. 1 may add one reaſon more, of this deſire 
of holy parents, that their children may prove holy 


and good. And that is ; 


4.) They defire it for the honour of God, and 


for the ſupport of Chriſt's cauſe and intereſt in the 


world. As for their parts, they muſt ſhortly wm 
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the ſtage and leave their families, and leave the 
churches they belong'd to; the places which know 
them will, in a little time, know them no more. 
And it is ſometimes a melancholy thought with an 


aged chriſtian, that probably when he dies, religion þ 


itſelf will die in his family, and there will be no 


more worſhip of God there: and that he is like to 
be ſadly miſſed in the church which he is a member 


of. He does not ſee young ones jg up to fill 
up their father's places; and therefore it looks with 


a fad proſpect, as if religion was wearing away, and 


the intereſt of Chriſt was like to fink in the next | 


generation. Now, who that has any love to Chriſt, ti 


or any value for his cauſe and intereſt, would not 
do all that he can to ſupport it, both while he lives, 


and after he is dead? The true chriſtian deſires that i 


Chri/s intereſt may be a laſting and growing in- | 
tereſt, that he may have a ſeed to ſerve him in all 


generations, till time ſhall be no more. But from 


expected, but that in a ſhort time, religion itſelf 
will languiſh and die. This is an affecting conſide- 


ration, and, upon this account, it is a matter of 

t concern, and it will be ſo with good perſons, | 
that their children may prove good and gracious. | 
Therefore will they be earneſt and importunate with 
God, for their gon ſake, for their dear childrens ſake, 
and for Chriſt's ſake, that he would give them per- 


fe hearts. 


We have now conſidered the reaſons of this de- q 


fire and prayer, ſuch as David makes for Solomon in 


the 1 


whence muſt we expect a ſucceſſion of chriſtians, if 
not from among the children of holy parents, whoſe | 
families are ordinarily the nurſeries of the churches | 
of Chri/t? and therefore if theſe fail our hopes, | 


and turn their backs on religion, there is little to be | 
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the text, and ſuch as all holy parents muſt be ſup- 
poſed to put up for their children, that God would 
give them a perfect heart. I propoſed 

II. To conſider, what ſpecial and peculiar argu- 
ments holy parents have to plead with G0 in behalf 
of their children, that he would give them a perfect 
David's argument in the text is, give unto 
Solomon my so. His being David's ſon was not 
only the reaſon that David was ſo.much concerned 


for him, and ſo defirous that God would bleſs him, 


and make him good; but I conceive, that he men- 
tions it as an argument which he pleads with God in 
behalf of. Solomon, he is my ſon. As David had laid 
hold on God's covenant for himſelf, ſo here he pleads. 
it for his ſon too; and as God had made many pro- 


miſes of bleflings to the ſeed of his people, David 


lays hold on them for this ſeed of his, and begs 
for him, above all other bleſſings, that God would 
give him a perfect heart. It is an argument which 
I find David pleading with God for himſelf, that he 
was the ſon of a godly parent, one of the holy ſeed, 
Pſalm cxvi. 16. O Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I 
am thy ſervant, and the ſon of thy bandmaid. And 
as David was a good man himſelf, he could plead 
the ſame argument for his ſon alſo, Lord bleſs 


% Solomon, make him a good man, for he is my 


« child, whom thou haſt been pleaſed to take into 
© covenant with thyſelf.“ You that are the chil- 
dren of holy parents, have arguments and promiſes 
to plead with God, for yourſelves, that others have 
not; and you that are holy parents have arguments 


and promiſes to plead with God, for your children, 


that others have not: they ſtand fairer, on many 
accounts, for covenant and ſpiritual bleſſings, than 
the children of wicked men. But let ns Fl 
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confined, and limited to the children of good men. 
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little, what there is in this argument, or what en- 
couragement good people have from the word of 
God to hope and pray for the converſion of their 
children, more than others? Two things J will 


hint negatively, to prevent miſtakes. As. 
Nin, It is certain that the grace of God is not 


It does not run in the blood; many good fathers 
and mothers have had the forrow of wicked chil- 
dren: David had his A+/olom, as well as his Solomon : 
and on the other hand, Jerubuam, who was a very 
wicked man himſelf; had a good fon Abijab. 
Secondly, It is certain, that the beſt of men have 
no merit of their own to plead with God, in behalf for 
either of themſelves or their children. Was God to Ml yo 
deal with us according to our own merits, we is 
ſhould all be caſt off, and deftroy'd, and our children ¶ it 
too. But yet, there are te things which holy pa- 
rents have to plead with God for their children, that «« 
others have not. Firſt his cevenant with them and i «« 
their ſeed. And ſecondly that foleran dedication, WM «« 
which they have made of their children to God, by 
his own appointment. cc 
1.) They may plead with God his own covenant MW « 
with them, and their feed after them. I vill be 4 
God to thee, and to thy ſeed after thee, was the pro- pf 
miſe of God's covenant with Arabam; and it is hi 
the whole ſcope and deſign of the Apoſtle Paul, in ee 
the third chapter to the Galatians, to prove that the h 
covenant of Abraham is ſtill in force and being, and WM n 
that his bleſſing is come upon all true believers un- al 
der the goſpel diſpenſation : that tho” the natural 
erity of Abraham are indeed broken off, yet the 
eving Genti/es are grafted into the ſame olive tree, 
in their room and ſtead; and are ber 
74014 a . tl 
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what en- led to all the fame bleflings and privileges, which 
2 word of B.cre antiently promiſed to Abraham's poſterity. 
of their ow the bleſſing wherewith our father was bleſſed 
gs Iwill NRras this, 7 will be a God to thee and to thy ſeed after 
4 hee. Well, you that are believing Gentiles, have 
04 is not this promiſe to plead in its full force; your childrens 
od men. ¶ names are in the facred bond as much as ever Abra- 
d fathers Z an's was: they are not unclean, but fœderall 
ked chil- holy to God, 1 Cor. vii. 11. Was it a reaſon with 
Solomon : ¶ Chriſt, why he would bring ſalvation to Zaccheus, 
is a very Hand his houſe, becauſe he was a fon of Abraham ?' 


* 20 Luke Xix. 9. You have the fame reaſon to alledge, 
den have ¶ the fame plea to make, the ſame argument to uſe 
n behalf for your children; for they are happily become, b 
s God to your faith, the ſeed of Abraham too. The promiſe 
rits, weis to you and your ſeed ; plead it with God, plead 
children Mit earneſtly fr your dear offspring, Lord they 
holy pa- are my children, thou haſt enabled me by thy 
en, that e grace to lay hold on thy covenant for myſelf ; 
em and J would now lay hold on it for my children too, 
ication, « O that they might live before thee ! be thou a 
70d, by &« God unto them according to thy word, and 
© make them thine; Lord give them a perfect 
Ivenant i © heart,” This is one argument. 
ll be a 2.) Conſequently upon this, holy parents may 
he pro- plead their dedication of their children to God, by 
nd it is his own appointment. Solomon had been conſecrat- 
aul, in ed to God in the ordinance of circumciſion : thereby 


hat the he was received into the viſible church, and God's 
g, and WF mark was ſet upon him. This might very well 


ers un- afford David an encouraging argument to plead in 
natural prayer, © Lord, I have given up this my ſon unto 
ret the * thee, I have done it by thine own appointwent 
Ye Free, * and command, I have ſolemnly conſecrated him 


Fo « to thy ſervice; behold thy mark is ppon mY 1 
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« Lord caſt him not off utterly, own him for thy 
© ſon, and make him thine for ever.” This David 
had to plead with God. Now baptiſm is the circum- 
ciſion of Chriſt, or of the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
Col. ii. 11, 12. And you that have, in the ſame 
manner, devoted your children to God in baptiſm, 
have the ſame arguments to plead, and the ſame 
encouragements to lay hold of, in praying for them.” 
« Lord, my children are thine, I have ſolemnly 
« given them up to thee, at thine own command 
c“ and wilt thou not graciouſly accept that offering 
* which thou was waſt pleaſed to demand? O! let 
«© not any of my children, which have been conſe- 
e crated to thee, and thy ſervice, be the portion 
© of the deſtroyer; Lord give them thy grace, 
« Lord give them a perfect heart.” 
Theſe are the peculiar arguments, which hol 

Parents have to plead with God in behalf of their 
children: viz. Bis covenant with them and their 


ſeed, and their ſolemn dedication of their, children to 


God, in the methods of his own appointment. 

III. The third thing which I propoſed, for a 
cloſe of this diſcourſe, was a ſerious addreſs both 
to parents and their children about this matter. 

Firſt, To you who are parents, I have a ſerious 
word'or two to leave with you. 

1.) 1 am afraid that the things, which have been 
ſpoken, may, with but too much reaſon, ſhame 
and humble ſome of you; for that you have not 
been ſo much concerned about the ſouls of your 
children, and you have not been ſo earneſt with 
God in prayer for them, as you ſhould have been. 
It is well if all of us, who are parents, muſt not 
take ſhame to ourſelves upon this account. O! 
my friends, what a truſt has God committed to 5 
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and yet how have we neglected it? How ſhall we 
anſwer for our charge another day ? Have we in- 
deed done all that we conld, and all that we might 
have done, to fave our childrens ſouls ? One often 
hears people complaining of wicked children; 
I pity them with all my heart. But let me ask you 
a ſerious queſtion too, Did you ever pray this prayer 
for your children in good earneſt ? Lord give them 


a perfect heart. Have you indeed been importu- 


nate with God for his grace to be beſtowed on your 
children? what pains have you taken to inſtruct and 
teach them the good ways of holineſs? Have you 
ever dealggſeriouſly with them about their ſouls ? 
Alas! is there not but too much reaſon, that you ſhould 
weep for yourſelves, and mourn your own negletts ; 
as well as weep over your rebellious and wicked 
children. May you not read your fin in your puniſh- 
ment? Theyprove bad: is not one reaſon of it, that you 
took little or no pains to make them good ? I muſt 
leave your own conſciences to anſwer theſe queſti- 
ons, but let me tell you they are very ſerious ones. 
2.) Let me leave you with a word or two of ad- 
vice and direction. I would hope that by this time, 
at leaſt, you are concerned for your childrens fouls ; 
and you are fenſible, how great a duty lies upon 
you, to do all you can, to fave them. Well, is 
this indeed your great concern and prayer, that 
ton children may have perfect hearts? I will juſt 
int to you ſome of thoſe means which you mnſt 
uſe in order hereunto, tho? all with a dependance 
on the grace of God for the good ſucceſs of them. 

As that 5 
You ſhould be diligent in inſtructing them in the 
things of Gad and their ſalvation; and begin your 
inſtructions betimes, while their minds are yet _ 
er. 
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der. Endeavour to fortify them early with good 
principles againſt the temptations which they will 
ſoon meet with. Tell them of their natural cor- 
ruption, in which they were born, and tell them 
— g or old ſinners. 


of Feſus the only Saviour of 
Explain to them, in the ea 


the nature and neceſſity of repentance, and regene- 


manner 


ou can, 


ration, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
meaning of their baptiſmal covenant, and the obli- 
gations they are under perſonally to lay hold on it, 


— 


before them in the ways of piety. 


and yield themſelves to God. 


Faithfully reprove them for their faults, and by 
no means wink at, or make light of their little ſins; 
for theſe will harden their conſcienc@} and make 
room for greater. 

Always let the manner of your inſtructions and 
reproofs be with /ariou/neſs and gravity, and with 
Lindueſi and tenderneſs, ſuch as may beſt convince 
them of your love and concern for their ſouls. 

Be ſure that to all you add a holy example; go 


Teach them to pray, by prayiug with them. 
Keep up the worſhip of God conſtantly in your fa- 
milies; and direct and exhort them to pray by them- 
ſelves in ſecret. | 

Whenever you perceive that they are under con- 
victions, O! watch and improve the happy oppor- 
tunity, to deal ſeriouſly with them, and encourage 
their return to God. If you have reaſon to hope 
that there is a good work begun in them, adviſe 
them to join in communion with ſome church of 


' Chriſt; this will be an excellent means of their 


confirmation, and a probable ſecurity againſt future 


o 
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Above -all forget not that-means which you find 
in our text, and that is prayer. Ol be earneſt and 
importunate with God, be daily interceſſors with 
him for the ſouls of your dear children. Beg it of 
him, who is the God of grace, that he would give 
your children à perfect heart. I cloſe now, 
Secondly, With a ferious addreſs to children and 
young perſons themſelves. My dear young friends, 
you have heard of what great importance your con- 


verſion and piety is, in what: I have been ſaying to 


your parents, ſo that I need not add much to you 
in particular: I will however leave with you theſe 
foar things. | | 

1) Have you -godly parents who pray for you. 
and who manifeſt a great concern for your fouls? 
Take it kindly, be thankful to them, as well as bleſs 
God for ſuch parents, Let this reconcile you to 
thoſe reproofs which they may ſometimes ſee it 
needful to give you. How unreaſonable, how bar- 
barous would it be, to treat their inſtructions or re- 
proofs with contempt! Sure you ſhould, at leaſt, 
love them and honour them the more, for this great 
concern which they ſhew for your good, for your 
ſouls. They know, that without this perfect heart 
formed in: you, you will be wretched and miſerable 
ereatures; their bowels yearn over you, they long 
to ſee you good, and ſecured of happineſs. Take 
this kindly from them, and account not only of 


their inſtructions and advice, but of their reproofs 


too as the tokens of their love. 1 

2.) Join wich your godly parents in putting up 
this prayer for yourſelves; Lord give me a perfect 
heart ! *tis that on which all your happineſs depends. 
O! that you were but convinced how needful a 
bleſſing this is for you; and I am ſure you would 


never 
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never think it too ſoon to be converted, and become 
new creatures. I would fain hope that ſome of 
you do really deſire this; then, chain, 
- 3.) Be encouraged to ſet about converſion, from 
the advantages which you have, as being the chil- 
dren of holy parents. Remember, thoſe of you 
whoſe happineſs this is to have godly parents, that 
you ſtand fairer for ſpiritual bleſſings, than the chii- 
dren of wicked men; there are many promiſes to 
encourage you, and there are many prayers on the 
file, as it were, which have been put up for you: 
now if you are but willing and defirous to be con- 
verted, no doubt but the work will eaſily be done; 
there will be no ſuch difficulty in it as perhaps you 
think for. God and Chriſt will moſt readily receive 
you, who are the children of his ſervants, the ſeed 
of his covenant friends. But then remember this 
one thing more ann enn 

4.) That if after all theſe prayers which have 
been put up for you, by your good parents, and all 
the peculiar advantages which you have for religion, 
you ſhould prove wicked and vile; you muſt ex 
the heavieſt judgment, the moſt dreadful condem- 
nation of all ſinners. Thoſe prayers of your pa- 
rents will then be on the file againſt you; their ſe- 
rious admonitions and reproofs, and it may be too, 
the ſtrivings of the Spirit of God, at ſome times, 
with your own ſouls, will riſe up in judgment a- 
gainſt you. O! then it would have been better 
for you to have been born of heathen parents than 
of Chriſtians. But God forbid that it ſhould prove 
thus with any of you. en 2402 
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SERMON II 
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The young finner convinced; or, the e- 
vil and danger of youthful ſins. 
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— ” _ 


| Jos xiii. 26. 

For thou writeſt. bitter things againſt me, 
and Mmakeſt me to poſſeſs the intquities of 
my youth. | 


HE fins and follies of youth are generally 
| made very light of; to ſay of the vileſt ac- 
tion, it was a zrick of youth, palliates the 
matter and almoſt excuſes it: thus it is in the com- 
mon account of men, but if we look into the word 
of. God (that book according to which old and young 
ſhall be judged another day) we ſhall find the ſins 
of youth quite otherwiſe rated there. There young 
men are exhorted to be be /ober-minded, and warned. 
to fly. youthful luſts, as moſt dangerous and deſtructive 
to their ſouls. We find that David had a very 
humbling ſenſe of his youthful fins, from his pray- 
er ſor the pardon of them, Pſalm xxv. 7. Remember 
not the fins of my yout h, nor my tranſgreſſions 3 accord- | 
ing to thy W thou me, for 5 goudne— 
fake O Lord. e find Solomon allo, in his Fccla- ; 
friaſtes, bitterly lamenting his youthful faults and 
frolics. And Fob lets us know, in the text, how 
grievous the * of his youthful iniquities 
| Was 
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was to him: theſe were fins which he had com- 
mitted long ago, but he had not done with them 
yet; for a humbling and affliting ſenſe of their 
guilt ſtack faſt to his. ſoul, now in his advanced 

ears, and pierc'd him thro' with many forrows. 

heſe were the bitter things which he ſpeaks of in 
the former part of the text, Thou roriteſt bitter things y 
againſt me. The latter clauſe explains the former, ſe 


and declares what theſe bitter things were, viz. the br 
iniquities of bis youth. God's writing bitter things X 
againſt him ſignifies his charging him with the guilt h 
of thoſe ſins; and ſo the words are very expreſſive h 
of Job's diſtreſs and fear, leſt God ſhould condemn 7 
him for his youthful fins and follies. | by 
7 I ſuppoſe there may be an alluſion in our text to lc 
the antient cuſtom, of writing bills of accuſation le 
againſt malefactors, in which were ſpecified the bl 
crimes they were condemned for, and theſe were _ 
publiſh'd for the vindicating of publick juſtice. Tt 
Thus Pilate writ our Sapiour's accuſation, and ſe 
nailed it to his croſs; in which was ſpecified the lia 
pretended crime that he was condemned for, viz. on 
that he was, or that he ſet up himſelf to be, zhe King eh 


of the Fews., Probably, in alluſion to ſome ſuch 
cuſtom as this, Fob expreſſes the apprehenſion which of 
he had of God's condemning him for his youthful 
ſins, in theſe words, Thou write? bitter things a- Pt 
gainſt me, that is, as it follows in the latter clauſe, bl. 
Thou makeſ} me to poſſeſs the iniquities of my youth. 
In theſe words there are tu things to be conſidered 
and 3zquired into, which will make way for a 
Practical improvement of them. 
I. What are the peculiar iniquities or fins of 
- youth, | the 


II. What ate 


T's 
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II. What it is for 4 man to be made to poſſeſs the 

iniquities of his-youth. ' © 
I. What are we to underſtand here by the ini- 

quities of youth? There is nd doubt but they take 
in all the fins which are committed in our younger 
years. We come finners into the world, being 
ſhapen in iniquity' and conceived in fin, Plalm li. 5. 
and toe are called tranſgreſſors from the womb; Iſaiah 
xlviii. 8. It is an inquiry but of little moment; 
how. ſoon we begin to commit actual fin. Solomon 
has obſerved long ago that foo/i/hneſs is bound up! in 
the heart of a child, and no ſooner, almoſt, do children 
begin to act at all, but we may make the ſame ob- 
ſervation ourſelves: natural corruption diſcovers it- 
ſelf with the firſt glimmerings of reaſon, and vift- 
bly taints, almoſt, our earlieſt actions: well may 
we therefore be called tranſgreſſors from the womb. 
It is further certain from ſcripture that every ſin de- 
ſerves Ged's wrath and curſe, and makes the finner 
liable to it, the fins of childhood and youth not ex- 
cepted. We need a pardon for every fin that we 
ever committed in all our lives; and was one only 
to be excepted. out of the general pardon, one ſin 
of our youngeſt years, that would for ever exclude 
us out of heaven, and fink our guilty ſouls into the 
pit of burnings. We ought therefore to be hum- 
bled before God for the fins of our very childhood. - 
and youth, and to pray with David, that He would 
remember us wth mercy, with reſpect to our youth- 
ful fans. - | 

But befides this general account of youthful fins, 
it may be very proper to take a more particular and 
diſtinct account of them. For it is evident that 
there are ſome particular {ins which young perſons 
ate more eſpecially wy to, and which may _— 
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fore, moſt properly, be called the ſins of youth: 
and to ſuch ſins, it is highly probable, our text has 
a ſpecial reference. Though the corruption of na- 
ture inclines us to all ſin, and works in us, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, all manner concupiſcence; yet it 
does not follow that every man muſt be equally 
prone to every fin; nay, experience aſſures us that 
this is not the caſe: very often the temperament of 
the body favours one luſt more than another; hence 
ſome people are naturally paſſionate, others are as 
naturally addicted to drunkenneſs, or uncleanneſs, 
or the like: ſo the different ages of human life have 
their different temptations, and their peculiar fins; 
ſome fins are, in a ſpecial manner, the iniquities of 
youth; that is, ſuch fins as young perſons are com- 
monly moſt prone to; and there are alſo the fins of 
-manhood, and of old age. Peculiar temptations 
furround us in every ſtage, and in every circum- 
ſtance of our pilgrimage. The iniquities of youth fall 
under our conſideration at preſent; and I will take 
the liberty to mention ſome of them, not, Iam 
ſure, with a deſign to expoſe any young perſons, 
but merely to caution them, and to point out where 
their greateſt danger lies, that they may the better 
avoid and eſcape it. 

The prevailing iniquities of youth are commonly 

ſuch as theſe. | 
1.) Pride and ſelf-conceit. Theſe, it is true, 
are vices which ſtick cloſe to our nature, and we 
Mall hardly ever get quite rid of them, till morta- 
Juy and corruption ſhall be deſtroy'd together. 
Pride ſeems to have been the firſt fin both of angels, 
and men. The Devil was lifted up with pride, 
and ſo fell into condemnation, 1 Tim. iii. 6. and 
this was undoubtedly the ruin of ous firſt N 
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they affected to be like Gods, but thereby ſunk in- 
to ruin and miſery. And now ever ſince the fall, 
pride has incorporated itſelf into the nature of man. 
But whether it is, that when we grow up to years 
of difcretion,. we ſee the folly of pride, and fo real- 
ly become more humble; or whether it is, that we 
learn to diſguiſe it more artfully, and conceal it 
from the notice of others; certain it is, that pride 
and conceit are commonly the moſt apparent in 
young perſons. This evil root ſhoots up betimes. 
Mark but little children, how ſoon do they grow 
proud of their clothes! how vain of ſome gawdy 
trifle! you will plainly ſee pride begin to ſhew it- 
ſelf, as ſoon, almoſt, as there is any thing for it ta 
lay hold on. - But to leave the mfant, we preſently 
commence men, in our own conceit, and fancy 
ourſelves mighty wiſe. It was antiently obſerved 
of young men, who go to the Univerſities (and hu- 
man nature is juſt the ſame ſtill) that the firſt year 
of their ſtudies, they are. no leſs than Doctors in 
their own conceit, they know every thing and un- 
derſtand every thing; the ſecond year they grow 
to be ſcholars; and it may be (if they have a tolera- 
ble good genius) by the third or fourth years, they 
begin to be humbled into learners: for to know our 
own ignorance is truly one of the laſt things that 
we learn. Pride and felf-conceit are intimately 
woven into the character of the young prodigal in 
the parable, Luke xv. He would not, truly, be 
made a boy of all his life, and be under his father's 
government, now he was grown a man: he think 

himſelf very capable of managing for himſelf, and® 
therefore he deſires. that he may have his portion 

in his own hands. Give me, ſays he to his father, 
impudently enough, give me the portion of goods that > 

| C 3 falleth 
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Jalleth to me. © Lam now come to years of diſcre · 
tion, and III warrant that I know how to govern 
o myſelf, and manage my own affairs, as well as 
©, any body can for me; therefore pray let me have 
my liberty, and leave me to myſelf; ne'er doubt 
« but I'll acquit myſelf like a man.” This is a lively, 
and alas! but too natural a deſcription of the minds 
and thoughts of the generality of young perſons; 
for pride and conceit are vices and follies which 
youth is greatly prone to. 

I cannot paſs this head, without che following 
remark. When I take a view of youth and old age, 
and obſerve the different inclinations, and paſſions, 
of thoſe very different ſtages of human life; I am 
ready to ſay, Lord, what a ridiculous creature js 
man grown! what a monſter of folly has fin made 
him! Pride is obſerved to be the prevailing ſin of 
youth, and covetouſneſs to be, as generally, the pre- 


vailing fin of old age. What in the world can be 


more prepoſterous, than for young men to be proud, 
and old men covetous? Was it juſt the contrary, it 


would not be quite ſo bad, or at leaſt, not quite ſo 


abſurd and ridiculous: were young men covetous, 


and old men proud, methinks they would have 


ſomething to ſay for it; theſe vices would then ap- 
pear with a better grace, and with ſomething like 
reaſon on their ſide. The old man has ſeen more 
than others, and knows more than others, and me- 
thinks one might allow him to be a little proud of 
that ſuperior knowledge, which his age and ex- 

rience have given him. The young man, who 
Teas to live a great while longer, and probably 


may do 1o; if he is provident and ſparing, who 


will blame him? Nay. though he ſhould be a little 
covetous, moſt people would be very ready to — 
f cuſe 
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cuſe it; we ſhould call it prudence, it is laying up 
againſt a rainy day, as we fay, or whatever may 
happen. But for old men to be covetous, and 
young men proud, as is commonly the caſe, what 
can be more abſurd ? What a ridiculous creature has 
fin made man? A covetous old man, who is graſp- 
ing after the world juſt as he is going out of it, is 
(as the famous Sir Thomas Moor uſed to ſay) like a 
thief that ſteals as he is going to the gallows. On the 
other hand, to ſee a young creature, who has but juſt, 
almoſt, opened his eyes on the world, who knows 
very little, and has had no experience, to ſee ſuch 
a creature, proud, and conceited, to hear him give 


his judgment, and cenſure, and condemn, as if he 
knew all, and was the only wiſe man upon the face 


of the earth, what can be more prepoſterous * How 
wretchedly is human nature ſunk by the fall! The 
withed man and the fol are the ſame thing in the 


language of ſcriptnre; and certainly, there is no 
ſuch folly in the world as fin. | 


But it is high time to proceed to other particulars 
of youthful fins. 

2.), Diſobedience to parents is another of the too 
common iniquities of youth. And this often flows 
out of the former corrupt ſprings of pride and /e/f- 


conceit: as the young prodigal, being conceited of 


his own wiſdom and management, grew impatient 
of his father's reſtraints, and would ſubmit to- his 
government no longer. Obedience to parents is 
one of the peculiar duties of young perſons; and 
it is a duty which the ſcripture lays a mighty ftreſs 
upon. One of the ten comandments is all about it, 
a ſpecial bleſſing is promiſed to the practice of it, 
and it is declared to be a thing which is peculiarly 
pleaſing to God. 7 obey your parents in ali 


4 things, 
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things, for this is well-pleaſing unto the Lord, Col. 
Iii. 20. On the other hand, diſobedience to parents 
is a grievous 1in, and the curſe of God is threatned 
to it over and over; Cur/ed be he that ſetteth light 
by his father or his mother, Deut. xxvii. 16. The eye 
that mocteth at his father, and deſpiſeth to obey his 
mother, the ravens of the valley ſhall pick it out, and 
the young eagles ſhall eat it, Prov. xxx. 17. He that 


f/miteth his father, or his mother, ſhall ſurely be put 


. #2 death, Exod. xxi. 15. The very Heathens had 
ſuch an abhorrence of this fin, that they contrived 
the moſt exquilite torments to puniſh parricides, or 
murderers of their parents, more dreadful than they 
inflicted on any other criminals. Among the an- 
tient Romans the puniſhment was thus, As ſoon as 
any perſon was convicted of this unnatural guilt, 
he was immediately hooded, as unworthy of the 
common light; in the next place, he was whipp'd 
with rods, and then ſew'd up in a leathern fack, 
with a ſerpent, an ape, a dog, and a cock (an unnatu- 
ral mixture of creatures, as an emblem of unnatu- 
ralneſs) and ſo was thrown into the ſea, or into the 
next pond, and drowned. Beware of this fin of 
diſobedience to parents, as you love your parents, 
as you fear Gad, and as you value your own ſouls. 
. 3:) An inordinate love of ſenſual pleaſure is ano- 
ther, too common, iniquity of youth. The young 
prodigal, for inſtance, as ſoon as he was got from 
under his father's eye, is repreſented, as immediate- 
ly ſwallowed up in all manner of ſenſual pleaſures, 
to which he was prompted by the heat of his youth. 
Some ſenſual pleaſures are in themſelves unlawful ; 
ſuch as rioting and drunkenneſs, chambering and wan- 
fonneſs. There is need to exhort young perſons, to 
fly theſe youthful luſts, as they would the plag a4. 
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and to keep out of the way of all temptations to 
them. There are other ſenſual pleaſures which are 
in themſelves lawful ; but yet there is danger of a- 
buſing them, and of loving them, and following 
them inordinately, eſpecially in our younger years.. 
It is nothing unbecoming for young perſons to be 
chearful, and pleaſant; innocent mirth well ſuits 
their years, and God has provided ſuitable entertain- 
ments and pleaſures for youth: but the danger is, 
of loving and following pleaſure intemperately, and 
inordinately, putting it in the place of buſineſs, 
and, what is worſe, in the place of religion, and in 
the place of God, letting it take up the beſt of our 
time, and the moſt of our thoughts; this is living 
in pleaſures, and thoſe that do ſo, are dead while 
they live, 1 Tim. v. 6. They are dead to Gad; dead 
as to the great ends and purpoſes of their creation, 
and are in great danger of the ſecond and eternal 
death. Once more, 

4.) A careleſs negle& of religion is, too com- 
monly, an iniquity of youth. Young perſons are 
apt to promiſe themſelves a great while to live, and 
therefore they ſuppoſe, that the work of preparing 
for eternity cannot be a matter of any great haſte : 
beſides religion is too grave and ſerious a buſineſs 
to mind at preſent; it will ſuit better with grey 
hairs and decrepid age. But alas! this is all but 
ſuppoſition, or perhaps tis all a miſtake : the preſent 
time may be the only time, which the youngeſt 
perſon ſhall ever have to prepare for an eternal 
world; it may be now or never: and ſuppoſe this 
reckoning of an age to come ſhould! prove a mi- 
ſtake, how fatal, how dreadful would the miſtake 


be! ”Tis all a miſtake too, that true religion would 


any ways ſowre the 1 2 of youth, and that it 
. 1 5 18. 
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is a buſineſs more ſuĩtable to the time of old age: { 
would young perſons but try, they would find that | 
religion would every way improve their joys and = 
comforts; that the ſervice of God is no ſlavery at ö 
all, but the moſt perfect freedom ; and that in keep- 
ing his commandments there is great reward. "Tis 


therefore a lamentable iniquity, and folly of youth, 
to live thus in a careleſs neglect of religion, and to | 
put off the great work of life, upon a vain, or at CT 


beſt, a very uncertain preſumption of another, and 
future, and more convenient ſeaſon: yet how com- 
mon a caſe this is with young perſons, I need not 
fay. *Tis ſtill more ſad, that many young perſons | 
not only neglect religion, but make a jeſt and ban- 
ter of it. Tis now a days become a mighty ac- 
compliſhment among the faſhionable youth of the 
age, to be able to make a jeſt upon ſcripture, and to 
turn things ſacred into ridicule. I have thought, 
ſometimes, was it not for the ſin, and impiety of 
this practice, which is ſhocking to a ſerious mind; 
which would it more juſtly move, one's indignation 
or laughter? to hear a young ſmart fellow, who 
very likely has never read the Bible, or however 
certainly knows no more of it, rhan only a few ſen- 
tences, which he has got by the end, to break a jeſt 
on; to hear ſuch a young creature pronounce his 
peremptory ſentence, that the Bible 7s a/l nonſenſe, 
and religion is nothing but priefitraft. You may 
take his word for it; he knows a great deal better, 
than the dull old folks, who have been poring on 
the Bible for half a century. Was it not for the 
ſhocking impiety of theſe young gentlemen, one 
would only laugh at their conceit and impertinence. 
"Tis to be hoped they will grow wiſer as they grow 


elder. One might venture to aſſure them that 
there 
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there is a time coming when they will grow more 
ſerious; they will certainly talk more decently on 
a death-bed, or however they will then be ſoon con- 
vinced, that religion and the word of God were no 
jeſting matters. | 

Thus I have given you a brief view of the ini- 
quities of youth, and — inſtanced in ſome of 
thoſe ſins which young perſons are more eſpecially 


prone too. We come now 


II. To ſhew you what it is for a man to be made 
to poſſeſs the iniquities of his youth. Thou maleſt 
me to poſſeſs the iniquities of my youth, ſays Fob. As 
for the pleaſure of his youthful ſins, that was all 
over and gone, long ago; but the ſins themſelves 
did ſome way remain ſtill. He had committed them 
formerly, but he had notdone with them yet; Thou 
naleſt me to poſſeſs them, that is, 15, as to the re- 
membrance of them; and, ſecondly, as to the fad 
conſequences of them, which he either felt, or 
feared. f 

Firſt, We may be ſaid to pe the iniquities of 
our youth, as to the bitter remembrance of them. 
The pleaſure of ſin would be but a poor thing, was 
it only the gratifying of ſome vicious appetite for a 
moment, or, ſay if you will, for an hour, or for a 
day or two; and then all was to be forgot and ne- 
ver thought. of any more for ever: what a paultry 
pleaſure would this, þe, which is confined to a few 
moments of time, but is capable of affording no com- 
fort in an after reflection on it? And yet this would 
be infinitely better than as the caſe really is. The 
pleaſure of fin is but for a moment, and then it is 
gone, and gone for ever; ay, but there is the re- 


membrance of it which will be apt to ſtick by us, 


and torment us whether we will or no; for the re- 
| membrance 
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membrance of ſin is naturally diſquieting and bitter. 
Before we commit fin, 'tis in our power to refrain 
from it; the Devil himſelf can do no more than 
tempt us, but he cannot force us: but when we 
have committed fin, it is not in our power to for- 


get it; conſcience will be apt to remind us of it, 


whether we will or no. And when God awakens 
conſcience, and ſets it on work, there is not ſuch a 
troubleſome and tormenting gueſt to a finner in all 
the world ; he cannot get rid of it, it will ſtick by 
him day and night, and will be perpetually putting 
him in mind of his former fins, of thoſe iniquities 
of his youth which he hoped to have heard no more 
of. Even the pardon of ſin does not always blot 
out the bitter remembrance of it. Job, we have 
reaſon to believe, was in a pardoned ſtate, God had 
forgiven him the iniquities of his youth, and yet 
He thought it proper to humble him ſtill, by re- 
viving a bitter remembrance of them in his con- 
ſcience. David was pardoned his fin in the matter 


of Uriah, but it loſt him the comfort of his life for 


all that: he could not, forget it; the li. P/a/m 
ſhows how bitter the remembrance of that ſin was 
to him, even after it was pardoned: and it is gene- 
rally obſerved, that he ſpeaks and writes in a more 
melancholy ſtrain in all his compoſures after that af- 
fair, than he uſed to do before: he was made to 
poſſeſs the bitter remembrance of that fin all his 
days. And ſo the ſins and follies of youth do often 
lay in a ſtore of ſorrow, and bitter reflection for all 
the life after. 

Secondly, We may be made to pgſeſ the iniqui- 
ties ,of our youth, as to the ſad conſequences, and 
effects of them; and this was what Fay both felt 
and feared, He already felt ſome of the {ad conſe- 

| quences 
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quences of his youthful ſins, and it 1s —— that 
he feared ſtill more and worſe. The bare remem- 
brance of ſin is one ſad effect of it; but then it is 
the fear of the future conſequences of fin, which 
makes the preſent remembrance ſo bitter and tor- 
menting, Was there no puniſhment of {ſin to be 
feared hereafter, the review of it would not much 
4 0 the conſcience of the ſinner; but it is a 
ſenſe of guilt, and fear of future puniſhment, which 
chiefly makes the remembrance of fin bitter to the 
finner's conſcience. Here let us conſider, a little 
more particularly, what the conſequences of fin are, 
and are like to be, and eſpecially of the iniquities 
of youth; both in this life, and in that which is to 
come. | | | 
Fir/?, In this life, the conſequence of youthful 
fins is often very ſad, both as to the outward, and. 
inward man, body, and ſoul. rr 
1.) As to the body, and worldly eſtate; both of 
them are many times waſted, and ruined by the ini- 
quities of youth. When the young prodigal had 
given up the reins to his luſts, and devoted himſelf 
to unlaw ful pleaſures, the ſad conſequence ſoon ap- 
peared; for in a ſhort time, he had waſted his eſtate, 
and reduced himſelf to beggary, contempt, and 
wretchedneſs: a lively emblem this, of many an 
unhappy young man. How often has the health. 
of the body been broken, for all a man's life, by 
the * of youth! If the young debauchee 
lives to be old, which rarely happens, he has laid 
in a ſtore of growing infirmities, which will make 
his old age doubly uncomfortable; and, what is 
worſe ſtill, will perhaps intail diſeaſes and pains on 
his poſterity after him. Add to this the ame that 


frequently follows upon the ſins of youth, and 
ſticks 
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ſticks by a man as long as he lives; according to 
that of Solomon, Prov. vi. 33. which he ſpeaks in 
reference to one particular fin, viz. that of un- 
cleanneſs, but may be applied to many others, 4 
unnd and diſponour ſpall he get, and his reproach ſhall 
not be wiped away. It would be endleſs to reckon 
up all the miſchievous conſequences of youthful fins 
to the body, and eſtate, and to the circumſtances 
of this preſent life. Now men may be ſaid to poſ- 
ſeſs the ſins of their * ſo long as they feel, and 
ſuffer the woful conſequences of them. 

2.) The effects of youthful ſins are, many times, 
ſtill more fad as to the ou] or in ward man. Hereby 
the nobler faculties are debaſed and ſpoiled. Many 
a brisk and lively young man has ſotted and de- 

bauched himfelf, into a creature, little better than 
a brute. By that time he has come to manly years, 
when he ſhould have been moſt fit for bufineſs, he 
has been good for juſt nothing. And, what is worſe 
than all this, the indulging of youthful luſts tends 
to harden the conſcience, and to render an after re- 
pentance next to impoſhble, for can the Ethiopian 
change his skin, or the Leopard bis ſpots ? then may 
they alſo do good that are accuſtomed to do coil, Jer. 
xiil. 23. Or ſuppoſe God ſhould work ſuch a miracle 
of grace, on one whoſe younger years have been 
foully ſtained with ſin, yet then, as I have obſerved 
before, the remembrance of youthful fins will be 
apt to fadden the heart, and perhaps make the man 
uncomfortable as long as he lives. Many a true pe- 
nitent has, in this fenſe, poſſeſſed the iniquities of 
his youth, and mourned over them to his dying- 
day. But let us go farther, and 

* Serondly, Take a ſhort view of the dreadful con- 

ſequenees and puniſhment of youthful ſins in the 

: J next 
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next world. We are aſſured in the word of God 
that theſe ſhall be brought into the account of the 
great day, and that men ſhall be judged for the ini- 
quities of their youth, as well as for the fins of 
their riper years. Rejoice, O yoang man, in thy 


youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the 
fight of thine eyes: but 


ow thou, that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee into judgment, Eccleſ. 
xi. 9. God /all bring every work into judgmeht, and 
every ſecret thing whether it be good or evil; Eecleſ. 
xii. 14. Thoſe ſecret fins and follies of youth, 
which a man would not for the world that they 
ſhould be known, for they would ruin his reputa- 


tion, and make him aſhamed to ſhew his head; all 


theſe, if they are not repented of, and pardoned, 
will ere long be publiſhed and known to all the. 
world. Conſcience may be ſo hardened by yquth- 
ful ſins, as that for the preſent they may give the 
ſinner no diſturbance ; but, alas! conſcience is only 
laid aſleep for a time, it will ſurely rouſe and wake 
another day; and will be in the ſinner's breaſt like a 
gnawing worm that will never die, ora fire that can 


never be quenched. O! think young ſinner, before 
thou ventureſt to indulge thy youthful luſts any 


more; ſtop, and bethink thyſelf of this after reckon- 


ing, think of eternity. Art thou afraid of the au- 


ſteries of a religious life, of a little preſent mortifi- 
cation, and ſelf-denial? But think, what it will be 
to endure the pains of Hell for ever: art thou afraid 


of 'being laughed at, and being made the jeft of thy 
companions, ſhouldſt thou reform, and ſet thy heart 
to religion? But think, 'what it will be to be- made 


the ſcorn of Devils, thine evelaſting tormenters: 


doſt thou prefer thy ſenſual appetites to God _ _ 
10 0 
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foul? wilt thou eat and drink with the drunken? 
Remember the rich glutton in ell, how he is tor- 
mented. in thoſe flames, and not a drop of water to 
cool his tongue: remember that all this, and inh- 
nitely more, and worſe than we can deſcribe, or 
conceive, all this will be eternal. Know therefore, 
O young man, know and conſider it, while thou 
art indulging thy youthful luſts, hat for all theſe 


things God will bring thee into judgment; and if 
thou doſt not repent of the iniquities of thy youth, 
thou wilt be made to poſſeſs them in the bitter 


remembrance, and pain, and puniſhment to all 
eternity. | 
Thus I have explained the text; what remains, 


is that we endeavour to make fome ſuitable and 


practical improvement of it. 


. Firft, Let. us again remark, what I hinted in the 


beginning of this diſcourſe, giz, that youth is no 
ſufficient excuſe for ſinning. We are apt to make 
very light of the fins of youth, they are zricks of 
youth, we ſay; but our text calls them by another 
name, they are the iniguities of youth. Fob was 
made to know, that they are not ſuch light matters 
as they are. commonly thought to be; for the re- 


membrance of his youthful. fins ſat heavy on his con- 


ſcience, now in his advanced years. Know, O 
young men! that God requires and expects duty 
from you, and that your ſins are as provoking to 
Goa, as any others; and if they are not repented 
of, and. pardoned through the merits of Chriſt, you 
will ſurely. be condemned for them, and doomed. to 
endleſs mifery; It will be no excule to ſay, at the 
laſt day, they were tricks of youth; for let them 
be committed when they will, they were iniquities 
and ins againſt God, and, as ſuch, they deſerve the 
1705 tor- 
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torments of Bell for ever. Nay it will be ſo far 


from a reaſonable excuſe, that they were commit- 
ted in youth, that this is rather a grievous aggrava- 
tion of them. It is certain that youthſul ſins have 
ſome peculiar aggravations, more than the ſins of 
our advanced years are commonly attended with, I 
will inſtance in theſe 779. | | 

1.) Youth is that time of life, in which we ordi- 


narily receive the greateſt favours and bleflings 


from God; and therefore the ſins of youth have 
more of ingratitude in them than other fins, 


the fins of youth, methinks, we fly more directly 


in the face of. the goodneſs and kindneſs of Gad, 
than by the ſins of old age. For we have then but 
lately received our being from Gd; and ſhall we fo 
ſoon forget our Maker, and turn rebels againſt him, 
and affront him to his face? The time of youth, is 
a time of much love from Ged to us, and ſhall it be 
the time of our hatred and contempt of God? : God 
forbid ! Shall I help you to reckon up ſame. of the 
favours and mercies of God to you in your younger 
years? (they are many of them peculiar and diſtin- 
guiſhing mercies.) | 
It is not long ago ſince God made you, and made 
you reaſonable creatures: his providence has guard: 
ed you from a thouſand dangers in your infant ſlate, 
ſuch as many others have fallen by: it was a very 
gracious diſpoſal of providence towards many, of 
ou, that you were born of godly parents, and 
ve been bleſſed with a religious education, and 
have had better means of ſalvation than hundreds 
and thouſands of young perſons in the world : you 
have always had good examples fet before you, 
while many other children could learn nothing from 


their parents. but ſin and wickedneſs : you have had 
: | ks many 
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many earneſt prayers put up for you, by your good 
parents: you are encouraged to go to Gad, as your 
parents God, and to hope that he will be your God 


too. Again, as to the bleflings of providence, how 


have you been favoured ! how have you been di- 
ſtinguiſned from others! how many poor children 
do you ſee about the ſtreets, begging their bread, 
and hardly with clothes to cover them ! Confider, 
this might have been your caſe. Let me tell you 
farther, that now in your youth is, in all probabi- 
lity, the moſt pleaſant and eafy part of all your 
lives: though I hardly expect to be believed by 
young perſons when I ſay this; they are apt to ex- 
pet mighty things in the world, and from the 
world, when they are once their own maſters ; but 
I am well perſuaded that the time of youth is, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, the eaſieſt and pleafinteſ part of 
life. This is the time in which providence does re- 
markably ſmile on you; and can this be the pro- 
per time for your ſinning againſt God ? can it be 
any excuſe of fin that it was committed in youth? 
no, ſo much the worſe, there was ſo much the more 
ingratitude in it, and ſo much the more contempt 
of the goodneſs and kindneſs of God, and ſo much 
the fadder abuſe of his rich and diſtinguiſhing me- 
cy : ſurely you can never be under greater obliga- 
tions to holineſs and obedience to God than now. 
Let me add this one thing farther, that the time of 
youth is generally the time in which Gd is ſtriving 
with ſinners by his Spirit : the great and bleſſed 
God ſeems to bear a ſpecial favourable regard to 
young people, for he ordinarily follows them with 
the ſtrivings of his Spirit, more than he doth old 
ſinners : it has been the obſervation, and the expe- 
rience of all ages, that by far the greateſt number 
2 855 | of 
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of true converts are converted in their younger 
= I would ask my young friends, has not the 
leſſed God been ftriving with you, one time, and 
another, under this, and that ſermon, and wooing 
you, as it were, to become his, and to come under 
the bonds of his covenant? and will you, in de- 
ſpight of all his kindneſs, yet go ot to indulge 
outhful luſts, and diſhonour God and rebel againſt 
im? Or, will you not reckon yourſelves to be un- 
der peculiarly ſtrong obligations, now in your 
youth, to xemember G4 your Creator, and to be- 
come his dutitul and obedient children? V ft 
2.) The time of youth is that time in which we 
may do moſt for God. It is the fitteſt time of all 
to ſet about religion, and to enter on God's ſervice, 
becauſe then moſt may be done for his honour and 
glory. Now whilſt your natural powers and facul- 
ties are ſtrong and lively, and before you are en- 
cumbered with the cares and hurries of life; now 
is your time to do God ſorvioe, and to mind the 
great concern of all, and ſecure the one thing need- 
ful. When you come to ſtoop under the infirmi- 
ties of old age, you will find that little can be done 
then for God and your ſouls: the hurries and the 
buſineſs of middle age will, it may be, le3ve but 
little time for religion: youth is the time to ſerve 
the Lord; and can it ever then be an excuſe for a 
wicked life, that the finner was 'bt!t young ? No 
ſurely, but quite otherwiſe. As early piety is pe- 
culiarly pleaſing to God, fo the iniquities of youth 
are peculiarly provoking to him : he made even his 
beloved Fob to poſſeſs the iniquities of his youth, 
when it does not appear, that the ſins of his after 
life were impreſſed with © ſuch bitterneſs on his 
conſcience. O Sirs ! never make light of youth- 
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ful ſins; Cod does not make light of them, and gin de 
yon will not make light of them another day. But — 
et us come to another uſe, | wr 7, 


. Secondly, If it be fo ſad to poſſeſs the iniquities 
of youth, how dreadſul muſt it be to poſleſs all. the | 42% 
ſins and iniquities of a long life! let finners of an 10 

advanced age conſider this: they have not only the * 
ſins of youth, but the fins of forty, or fifty, or 

threeſcore years, or more, to anſwer for at the- q 
bar of God. Ol what a dreadful long reckoning irec 
will you have when the day of judgment comes ? 


how bitter will it be to poſſeſs, and to ſuffer the here: 
— of a long life of {m and iniquity? But wt 
will return to addreſs myſelf to young perſons, f * 
Thirdly, Let me exhort you now, as one that hol 

loves vou, and wiſhes your good, let me intreat guilt 
you to be laying up a better portion againſt. old age to hi 
than the iniquities of youth; and that is by devot- mak 
ing your early years to God and his ſervice. You 1 
have heard, in ſome meaſure, what a ſad portion mor! 
the iniquities of youth will prove; how they will muſt 
be apt to make you unhappy throughout life, un- * 
comfortable in your old age, and miſerable for ever; toge 
it will be. a bitter thing, whether in time or eter- vou, 
nity, to be made to poſſeſs the iniquities of your to h 
youth: on the other hand early | piety will lay a. can 
good foundation of a comfortable liſe; if you have and 
always peace with God, and the teſtimony of a Jeu. 
good conſcience, then let the world go how it will, and 
you can never be very unhappy ; you may eat your . Goc 
bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry . 
heart, when God hath accepted you, Eccleſ. ix. 7. Piet. 
Fhis will alſo lay a foundation for a comfortable lay, 
death, and, what is more than all, for a joyful and brol 
glorious eternity. Now, Sirs, is your time to be- car]! 
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gin to be happy, and ſure that cannot be begun too 
loon. O that it might be this very day! would you 
begin this day to live to Gad, I would not only 


'! wiſh you, but I would venture to promiſe you a 


happy new year. Then let what will come, let 
death itſelf come, yet you are happy, you are made 
for ever. | 

I leave this matter with you, and to your ſerious 


. refletions, and will only farther hint two or three 


directions before I conclude. If you would not 
be made to poſſeſs the iniquities of your youth 
kereafter, then 5 

1) Endeavour to get them pardoned while you 


gare 


young, For this you mult fly to Chrif, and lay 
hold on his righteouſnefs by faith, to juſtify your 
guilty ſouls: you muſt accept of him and conſent. 
to him, who · is your only propitiation and peace- 
maker with an offended God. 

2.) Endeavour alſo to get your luſts ſubdued and 
mortified, and your ſouls really ſanctiſied. You 
muſt be regenerate, and born again, and become 
new creatures, and holy creatures; or it will be al- 
together impoſſible, either that God ſhould love 


you, while you are in this world, or receive you 


to his preſence hereaſter: for without holineſs no man 
can ſee the Lord. For this you muſt earneſtly beg 
and implore the aſſiſtance of divine grace, to cleanſe 
you from all your filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, 
and to inable you to perfect holineſs in the fear of 


God. | 


] 


3.) Habituate yourſelves to acts of religion and 
piety while you are —_ Uſe, we commonly 
fay, is a ſecond nature, old cuſtoms are hardly 
broke, whether they are good or bad. Thus the 
early practice of religion will make it become 2 

: | | 8 
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and in a manner natural to you, in your riper- and 
advanced years. Thoſe duties of ſelf-denial, which 
at firſt you may find ſomewhat difficult, will by uſe 


and practice become not only very tolerable, but | 


very comfortable ; the reſiſting of temptations will 
be eaſier work every day than other; prayer will be- 
come in a ſhort time the natural language and breath 
of your: ſouls, and you will find your hearts more 


and more ready to every good work. Thus reli- , 


gion and piety will grow up in you, as you advance 
in years; you will not have the iniquities of youth 
to imbitter your future days; then every new year 
that comes can bring you nothing but good, and 


full enjoyment of the conſummate happineſs of 
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PHILEMON, verſes 10, 11. 


' T Leſeech thee for my ſon Oneſimus, whom 
have begotten in my bonds: which in 

time paſt was to thee unprofitable, but 
now profitable to thee and to me. | 


HESE words are part of a ſhort letter 

written by the Apoſtle Paul to Philemon, on 

a particular occaſion, It is not very certain 

who this Philemon was, any farther than that he 
vas a chriſtian, probably a man of ſome note: ſome 
have judged him to be a miniſter in the church at 
Caloſt, becauſe the Apoſtle ſalutes him with the title 
of his fellow labourer (auyseyss) verſe 1. but this 
will not prove that he was a miniſter, ſince in other 
places, it is certain that private chriſtians, and even 
women, who ſome way or other ſerved and pro- 
moted the cauſe of chriſtianity, are ſtiled by the 
Apoſtle his fellow labourers, or helpers; thus Re * 
xvi. 3. Greet Priſcilla and Aquila, my helpers (eurię W 
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letter to Philemon was this. Oneſimus a ſervant to. 


Phileman had robbed his maſter, and-run away from 
him; in his rambles he came to Rome, where Paul 
was at that time a priſoner for the goſpel, and where 
providentially coming under this Apoſtle's preach- 
ing, he was, by the bleſſing of God, converted by 
it; upon which Paul ſends him back to his maſter, 
with this letter, to teſtify the truth of his conver- 
ſion, and to intreat his maſter Philemon to pardon 
him, and receive him again into his family. 

This epiſtle, though ſhort, and though writ on 
ſuch a particular occaſion, is well worthy of a place 
in the ſacred canon; for it contains many profitable 
inſtructions, which are of general uſe: as, That no 
true chriſtian though of the meaneſt rank and world- 
ly condition, is to be deſpiſed. Here we have a 
whole epiſtle in the book of God, writ in favour of 
poor Onefimus, a fugitive ſlave, but now a goſpel 
penitent. Grace enobles the meaneſt ſervant, and 
renders him worthy to be loved and reſpected by 
chriſtians of the higheſt honour: with what affec- 
tion and reſpect does the great Apoſtle Pau now 
ſpeak of Oxe/imus ] he calls him his jon and his 
bowels, S + 8% 

We have likewiſe, in this epiſtle, a memorable 
inſtance of the richneſs and freeneſs of the grace 
of God, for the encouragement of the meaneſt and 
vileſt finners to fly to him for mercy. Some have 
interpreted this epiſtle in an alluſive way, applying 
it to the mediation and interceſſion of Chriſt for 
poor ſinners: we were like One/imus, revolters from 
Gigs ſervice, and had injured him in his rights; 
Tei Chriſt finds us, and by his grace makes a 
in us, and then intercedes for us with the 


On 


Halber, that we may be received into his favour 
| and 


| 
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and family again. We may farther learn from this 
epiſtle, wirh what affection and joy true penitents 
ſhould be embraced by the friends of Chrift; there 
ſhould be joy on earth, as well as there is in heaven, 
over a ſinner that repenteth ; and we ſhould be rea- 
dy to ſerve the intereſt of ſuch perſons all that we 
can. Paul concerns himſelf even for the temporal, 
as well as for the ſpiritual intereſt of Ozemus, and 
writes to his maſter to intreat for his pardon, and 
kind, reception. Theſe and other uſeful inftruttion3 
are to be learned from this epiſtle. In that. part of 
It which J have choſe for my text, we have an ac- 
count of the converſion of One/imus, and the happy 
change that was hereby made in him, from a worth- 
leſs. and unprofitable wretch, to be a very uſeful and 
profitable perſon ; in which Oncimus may be conſi- 
dered as an'emb/em of every true convert. 
In this account, you may take particular notice 
of four things, FEET 
Firſt, Oneſimus's former ſtate and character before 
his converſion, which in time paſt was to thee unpro- 
freer He was, it ſeems, a bad Young man'; a 
dad ſervant to his maſter, as well as wicked towards 
24. However it is worth our obſerving here, 
how gently, and tenderly the Apoſtle touches upon 
is fartner bad character, and behaviour, he ws t 


"8% © 


Thee unprofitable." He might, to be ſure, have ſafd 


a great deal more and worſe of him than this; for 
hare is a hint, ee 18. that Oneſmus had wrong- 
ed his maſter.” 75 he hath. roronged thee; or oweth 
thee ought, pt 7 at on mine _ accoynt. It ſeems Re 


had been thieviſh;, as well as idle injurious/to Big 


walter, as well 47 gnprofitable ; bat. the” Apgft 
thooles cc ſpark ze, dee minted © 
his fotmel wickedneſs / he wit y- mbre- of kim 
ef IE D poſi- 
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poſitively than rhis, that in time paſt he. had been 
anprofitable; for he would have all One/imus's former 
crimes to be forgotten, now he had repented of 
them, and God had forgiven them. Here the, good- 
neſs of God ſhould be our pattern; he is ſaid 70 bat 
out the iniguities of thoſe whom he forgives, and 
he will not remember their fins, Iſaiah xliii. 29. that 
is, he will no more charge them in judgment; no, 
nor ſo much as-upbraid the true penitent with them, 
than if he had quite forgotten them. I have heard 
it ſaid in the caſe of ſome injury received. 7½¼ 
«« forgive him, but I will never Hecke bim;” but 
this is not Gog-like, for when he forgives he forgets 
too; ſo ſhould we do, we ſhould not only forgive, 
but forget, as much as poſſible, the former crimes 
of thoſe whom Cod has forgiven. Thus Paul 
draws a veil over the faults of Onefimus; he would 
not have it ſo much as mentioned now, how vile 
and injurious he had been; only he is forced to ſay, 
that in time paſt be had been unprofitable, which was 
the ſofteſt thing he could ſay, to ſay avy thing. 
Secondly, We obſerve, how much One/imus was 
now, changed and altered for the better : which ix 
time paſt was to thee unprofitable, but now profitable to 
thee and to me. Here was a bleſſed change indeed; 
of bad he'was become good, and of unprofitable he 
was become very uſefal ;, and ſuch is the change 
which the grace of God makes in every true con- 
vert. He is now profitable, ſays the Apoſtle, 76 thee 
and to me. He was profitable to the Apoſtle as a 
ſeal to his miniſtry, and ſo a great comfort and en- 
couragement to him in his work; for nathing more 
rengthens the hands, and encourages the hearts 
faithful miniſters, than to ſee their miniſtry ma 
ſucceſsful in the converſion of ſinners by it: and 
LES '© go 
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Philemon, his maſter, might depend upon it, that 


if he now received him into his family again, he 
would prove another ſort of a ſervant than what ke 
had been, for he was now become another ſort of.a 


man; he had been unprofitable, but now he will be 


profitable. Thoſe who are good towards Gad, 


will be good towards men. True religion will 


make people good in every reſpect, and in every re- 


lation; it will make. good malters, and good ſer- 
vants, good husbands, and good wives, good pa- 


rents, and good children; there is no other ſecurity 


like it, that perſons will prove, good in their reſpec- 


tive relations. Paul durſt anſwer for One ſimus that 
he would prove a good ſervant, now he was become 


a good man. 


There is a common complaint now-a-days of bad 


ſervants, „Never were ſervants at ſuch a-paſs as 
. © now.” Perhaps it may be ſo, 1 cannot tell; but 


if it is, I am afraid the fault lies very much at the 
door of maſters and miſtreſſes; it is becauſe they 


take ſo little care of the religion of their ſervants 
and families. You are content that they ſhould he 
ignorant and wicked towards Cd, and then expect 


hat they ſhould be good and faithful to you; 'tis a 
hing not to be expected: while Oneſimus was wiek- 
ed, he was bad to his maſter, and you muſt not or- 
dinarily expect better of wicked ſervants. Vau 
complain of bad ſervants, Pl] tell you the way, the 


. beſt and ſureſt way in the world, to have good ones; 
ſet up the worſhip of C in all your families, pray 
with them, catechiſe and inſtruct them in religion, 


ſpeak to them ſeriquſly about their ſouls, do hut 


take pains to make them goed towards Gad, and, 


if once you gain that point, yau may depend upon 
Ky vides will be good ſerventact9- 90 tue reh 
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gion will certainly make them both faithful and pro- 
fitable; fuch ſervants will make conſcience of their 
time and truſt, and of their maſter's intereſt, as much 
as their own. 

I would obſerve one thing more under this head, 
viz. that chriſtianity does not impair the power of 
maſters over their ſervants. Chriſt's doctrine and 
Paul's doctrine is no levelling doctrine, which would 
make all men equal as to their worldly condition. 
It teaches maſters to be good to their ſervants, and 
it teaches ſervants to be good, and obedient,and faith- 
ful to their maſters; but it no where teaches that 
maſters, and ſervants are to be equals in ſocial and 


civil life. Though Onefimus was now converted, | 


and become Chri/?'s free-man, he was Philemon's 
ſervant for all' that, and was ſtill bound to ſe is 
maſter faithfully, and to make ſatisfaction toq for 
the wrong and injury which he had formerly Yone 
him. 

Thirdly, We are farther to obſerve in our text, 
what it was that made this mighty and happy 
change in this young man; and it was this, that hz 
Had been begotten by the Apoſtle Paul in his bonds. 
That is, he had been converted by his preaching 
and miniſtry. Though it is, properly, God's work 
to regenerate any ſinner, yet it is ſometimes aſcribed 
to men too, becauſe they are the inſtruments of diſ- 
penſing the grace of God by the preaching of his 
goſpel: They are miniſters by whom ſinners are brought 
"fo believe, even as the Lord gives to every man, 1 
Cor. iii. 5. And it is a mighty encouragement and 
comfort to faithful miniſters, when God is pleaſed 
to give his ſeal to their miniſtry, and finners are 
begotten and born again by their preaching, It 
was with vaſt pleaſure and thankfulneſs that Pas 
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could ſay of One/imus, whom I have begotten in my 
bonds. we” 


The Greek word, which is here tranſlated e207 . 


ten, is the ſame which is elſewhere rendered 4277, 
as particularly in the third chapter of John, ver. 3, 
6, 7. both there, and in our text, it imports the 
converſion of a finner; or that mighty change 
which is wrought by the grace of God in the ſouls 
of all that are ſaved. Once more, 

. Fourthly, You may obſerve in our text, what an 


| endearing relation was conſequent hereupon, be- 


twixt Paul and his convert, and how: the Apoſtle 
loved him. I beſcech: thee for my ſin Onelimus. In 


be ſame ſenſe, he calls-Timthy bis own ſon, becauſe 
{be had been the inſtrument of his converſion, 1 
im. i. 2. And thus he alſo claims the relation of a 


ſpiritual father to, the multitude of Corinthian be- 
lievers, 1 Cor. iv, 15. Tung yor have ten thouſand 
infiruftors in Chriſt, yet have ye not many fatoers, 
for in Chriſt Jeſus I Hare bepotten you through the 
gojpel. He had been the happy inſtrument of their 
new birth, and upon that account he claimed the 
relation of a father to them, and felt the bowel; of 
a father for them. There commonly is, and 'tis 
but reaſonalle there ſhould be, an endeared affection 
betwixt faithful miniſters and ſuch as have been con- 
vided by their miniſtry: they will love like parents 
and children. We caynot but love thoſe, as our 
children, whom we have begotten to God through 
the goſpel; they are the ſeals of our miniſtry, our 
joy and our crown: and it is but a reaſonable re- 


tpe& and love, which ſuch perſons uſually bear to 


their miniſters, who have been made the inſtru» 
ments to them of ſo great and good a work. With 
what concern and tenderneſs does the Apoſtle Paul 
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here ſpeak: of his young convert! I beſcech thee for 
my ſon Onefimus. 
And thus I have explained this text, and the ſe- 


veral things which are contained in it. I ſhall take 


up the relt of the time in diſcourſing on this plain 
obſervation from it, 
That regeneration changes an unprofitable ſinner 
into a profitable ſaint. 
The method of diſcourſe ſhall be, 
I. To give you a ſhort account of regeneration ; 
or ſhew you what it 13 to be begotten or born 
again. 


II. To ſhew you what a change this will make 


— 
— 


0 
Ul 


as to a perſon's uſefulneſs: he, that was before 
an unprofitable wretch, willnow become a very 


profitable and uſeful perſon. 

I. I ſhall give you a ſhort account of regenera- 
tion, that great and moſt neceſſary change which 
muſt paſs upon every one of us, if ever we are 
ſaved, Ferily, verily, ſaid Chriſt, except a man be 
born again, he cannct ſee the kingdom of God, John 
Iii. 3. He hath ſaid this, who is the only Saviour, 
and. who has an undoubted right to fix and declare 
the terms on which alone he will ave any finner : 
and be hath ſaid this, who is to be our judge, and 
who will ſtand to what he hath ſaid in the laſt day, 
Except a man be born again, be cannot ſee, he ſhall not 
enter, into the kingdom of God. All that I ſhall at- 


tempt on this head, in the preſent diſcourſe, is only 


to explain this metaphor in our text, and ſhew you, 
what is meant by our being begotten, or, Which is 
all one, being born again. And by this metaphor, 
I apprehend, the following particulars are naturally 
ſuggeſted to us. 


1.) That 
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r 1.) That it is ſomething which is above, or out 

of, our own power to do for ourſelves. This is the 
* conſtant language and ſenſe of ſcripture about this 
e matter; ſo much is clearly implied in moſt of the 
in metaphors and alluſions whereby it is repreſented in 

the word of God. Thus, it is called our being cre- 
r 'F ated in Chriſt Jeſus; which implies almighty power 

to effect it. It is our being made new creatures; our 
being guictned, and raiſed to newneſs of life, even as 
; Chriſt was raijed from the dead by the glory of the 
1 Father: and with all theſe, the metaphor in our 


text perfectly agrees, to fignify that we are not ſuf- 


- ficient to regenerate ourſelves, but that if ever this 
e 4 wort be wrought, it muſt be done by the power and 
1 grace of God: for it is our being begotten or born a- 


gain, to intimate that a man can no more regenerate 
a himſelf, than he 'could beget himſelf; he can no 
i more reſtore a ſpiritual life to his dead ſoul, than he 
n could animate and enliven his dead body when it 
? was forming in the womb; but it. is the ſame Al- 
L mighty Power which gave us life at firſt, that muſt 
: reſtore this new life to us. He male us and not we 
> arſelves: and thoſe who are regenerate, are equally, 
i God's workmanſliip both as men, and as faints, of 

bis own toilll begat be us, James i. 18. and we are bis 


, workmanſhip created in Chrift Jeſus, Epheſ. ii. 10. 
q 2) Regeneration makes a very great and; real 
change in the ſoul where it is wrought; even as if 
Z a man was to be begotten and born anew. It is 
„I therefore alſo called a nete creating, and it is com- | 


| pared to the reſurrection of a dead body, which | 
p makes a vaſt alteration and change in it. You hath | 
| he quiekned, who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, N | 
Epfleſ. ii. r. There is as great a change wrought | 
when a finner is made a faint, as when a clod of 
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earth is made a living man. It is ſuch a change as 
very much reſembles the firſt creation. of this world, 
when light was brought out of darkneſs, and har- 
mony out of confuſion ; ſo, if any man be in Chriſt, 
be is à new creature; old things are paſſed away, Le- 
Bold, all things are become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. 

3.) Regeneration is the beginning of a new life 
in the ſoul. As the natural conception and birth 1s 
the Lcginning of the natural life, ſo this new birth 
is the beginning of a new and ſpiritual life, Thus 
it is ſaid of the Prodigal in the parable, upon his 
converſion, this my ſon was dead, and is alive. Be- 
fore this change is wrought in us, we are but as 
dead men, with reſpect to ſpiritual matters; but in 
regeneration there is a new and divine life commu- © 
nicated to the ſoul by the Spirit of God: that is, 
new principles of life and action are infuſed, and 
implanted, to which we are naturally ſtrangers: and 
as we have new principles to act from, ſo we have 
new powers to act by, and new ends that we ſhall 
aim at; and then it is that we begin to live to purpoſe. 
Hereby we are ſaid to be made partakers of a divine 
nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. Not the eſſen: ial nature of God 
(which it is impoſſible that any mere creature ſhould 
partake of) but the moral perfections of God are 
communicated to the ſoul in regeneration: thus 
there is an impreſs of the wiſdom of God upon the 
mind, and of the purity and holineſs of God upon 
the heart; and fo the regenerate ſoul is renewed after 
the image of him that created him. Regeneration 
chiefly conſiſts in this, viz. the infuſing of new 
and ſpiritual principles of life and action into the 
ſouls of men. This is what is called zhe ſeed of 
God which remaineth in believers, and is the true 
ſpring and cauſe of every good and gracious habit, 
ind of every good and holy act. But 4-) By 
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as 4.) By regeneration ſinners are alſo brought into 
d, a new relation to the bleſſed God. 'As by the natu- 
** ral birth we become nearly related to our earthly pa- 
ſt, rents, ſo by this new and ſpiritual birth, we become 
e- nearly related to Gad our heavenly Father. He is 

the parent of this divine birth, for of his own will 
i . [xa begat he us; and he will readily own all regenerate 
18 perſons for his children, as many as receive him, to 
m ben gave he power to become the ſons of G24, John i. 
_ 12. Which, by the way, ſuppoſes that by nature 
18 we were not God's children, ob we have forfeit- 
&- ed all the bleſſings and privileges of ſuch a re- 
8 lution to the bleſſed God; we are alienated in our 
n if, minds by wicked works, and deſerve not to be called 
1 0 God's children any more. But now regeneration 
3, conſtitutes a new relation betwixt God and ſinners ; 
d as he has begotten them of his own will, and after 
a his own image, 'he is not aſhamed to own them for 
* his children, and he will not be hackward to give, 
1 | them the portion of children in his own family : 
e. Upon this God the Father becomes our reconciled 
e God and Father, Feſas Chriſt becomes our brother 
4 and friend, all the ſaints become one family, and all 
d i the ſervants of the family become attendants on the 
'e children; the angels of God are miniftring ſpirits to 
s the heirs of ſalvation, Heb. i. 14. Once more, 
e 5.) it muſt be owned, after all, that regeneration 
n is a ſecret and myſterious thing. To 'this we may | 
* apply That text, Eccliſ. xi. 5. - As thou Khoroeſt not 
-Wz + how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with 
* child, fo thou kunwoeſt not what is the way , the Spi- | 
e rit. We are very certain of the natural birth, that | 
f there is ſuch a thing, and that children are born in- | 
7 to the world daily; but we do not know how it is, | 
„ that the fetus is formed, and animated, and how | 
* e 3 . whe | 
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the natural life begins, this is a myſtery in nature: 
ſo we are certain of the new birth, and that rege- 
neration is a real thing, good people have expe- 
rienced the reality of it in their own ſouls, and 
they will never be diſputed not bantered out of the 
belief of it, they ſpeak that they do know, and teſtify 
that they have ſeen, and felt in themſelves ; but yet 
they do not know how this new birth was brought 
about; for it was by a ſecret influence of the Spirit 
of God, that the principles of a divine life were in- 
fuſed into their dead ſouls : and much more is this 
à ſecret to the carnal world, and will for ever con- 
tinue ſo, for the natural man receiveth not the things 
 &f the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſh to him; 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. The difference which re- 
generation makes betwixt one and another is not, 
indeed, viſible to common obſervers, The world 
Knozweth not Chriſt's diſciples, nor will it ever be fully 
known, how vaſtly regenerate ſouls differ from 
others, till that day comes, when all ſecret things 
ſhall be brought to light; when the ſaints ſhall be 
purified from all their corruptions, and ſhall ſhine 
out with unmixed glory. 'This is all I ſhall ſpeak 
at preſent concerning the nature of the new birth, 
I come now, 

II. To ſhew you how great a change this will 
make as to a perſon's uſefulneſs. He, that before 
was an unprofitable wretch, will now become a ve- 
17 profitable and uſeful perſon. Who in time paf 
was unprofitable, ſays Paul of Oneſimus, and the 
{ame may truly be ſaid of every unregenerate per- 
fon in the world; but now is profitable, being rege- 
nerate and become a good man, he is alſo become 
a. very uſeful man. He is profitable to thee, and to 
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me, and to all that he has any concern with: the 
fame may be truly ſaid of every regenerate perſon 


in the world. TI ſhall endeavour to make out the 


truth of this obſervation; and I would r it as 
an argument for religion to all, eſpecially to young 
perſons, that it will make them uſeful, and truly 
valuable; whereas without this, whatever other ac- 
compliſhments they may have, they are but unpro- 
fitable creatures. As to. worldly matters, indeed, a 
worldly man may do as well as any, and perhaps 
better than a good man; he may do well for him- 
felf, and well for his family, The" chi/dren of this 
world are often wiſer in their generation than ths 
children of light. An unregenerate man may, no 
doubt, be a uſeful neighbour, and a profitable mem- 
ber of the commonwealth: the beſt patriots are 
not always the beſt men; Pharaoh was a good 
friend to Foſeph, and a uſeful inſtrument of ſuc- 


couring the church of God in thoſe days, though 


he was no member of that church himſelf, but an 
heathen and idolater. In mere worldly matters, 
worldly men may be as uſeful and profitable as any: 
but there are. greater matters than theſe, other af- 
fairs and concerns for. men to mind and manage, 
which are of infinitely greater moment, and weight, 
and value ; and here the ſinner is good for nothing, 
he is a mere uſeleſs and. unprofitable creature, As 

for inſtance, | 
1.) He is unprofitable to his Maker, for he by 
no means anſwers the end for which God made him. 
The father faith of the prodigal, in the parable, 
this my ſon was lo. He was loſt, like a ſheep that 
is ſtrayed from the fold and flock, and is no longer 
of any uſe and advantage to the ſhepherd or own- 
er. Thus all natural men are gone aſtray like 25 loſt. 
ſnecp: 
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ſheep : they are loſt as to God, and to all. that. ſer- 
vice. which he expects from them, and the uſe 


Which he made them for. The Creator reaps no - 


tribute of glory from theſe his apoſtate creatures; 
and the merciful Redeemer, who has ſhed his blood 
for loſt ſinners, receives no honour from them, 
while they continue in an unregenerate ſtate, Thus, 
unconverted ſinners are unprofitable unto God, 
2.) They are unprofitable. even to themſelves ; 
for what is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
world and ole his own ſoul ? ſays Chriſt, Matt. xvi. 
26. The loſs. of the foul js an unſpeakable loſs, 
which no worldly gain can any ways compenſate. 
He that loſes his ſoul, though it be to gain the 
whole world, makes a ſad bargain for himſelf, and 
will fit down a miſerable loſer in the end. And 
Fat then will all the ſinner's proof amount to ? 
et him be never ſo rich, and proſperous, and ſuc- 


ceſsful in the world, yet alas ! he is like to loſe his, 


ſoul; and when he comes to ballance the aceount 
at laſt, and to compare his profit and his loſs, he 
will find that, with all his gains, he has lived moſt 
unprofitably to himſelf, for he has loſt his ſoul, and 
no worldly profits are to be named with that: that 
is a loſs never to be repaired, never to be retrieved, 
3.) Unregenerate ſinners are, in many reſpects, 
unprofitable to their fellow- creatures. They do not 
that good to others which they might do; they 
might recommend religion, and do ſomething to- 
wards ſaving the ſouls of their carnal relations, and 
friends, and neighbours; but alas! they do nothing 
of all this. They are of no uſe in the Lord's vine- 
yard. How unprofitable are wicked children, for 
inſtance, to the comfort of their godly parents ? 
who have taken much pains to inſtruct them, 2 
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have put up many fervent prayers for them, and. 
hoped for a comfortable harveſt of all, that is, to 
ſee their children prove. good; but alas! if they 
prove wicked, their parents are ſadly diſappointed ; 
then their pains and prayers are loſt; they are. fruſ- 
trated of what they hoped for, and wiſhed for, a- 
bove all things in the world, for their dear children. 
'Tis a fad uncomfortable fight for a godly parent to 
look upon a wicked child, however beautiful, how- 
ever, in other reſpects, lovely. 7 
Thus, on all accounts, unregenerate ſinners are 
like Ongſimus before his converſion, unprofitable crea- 
tures. Nay the parallel will hold farther ſtill. One- 
fimus had not only been unprofitable to his maſter, 
but injurious, he. had wronged him and defrauded.” 
him ; and ſo are all finful men, not only unprofita- 
ble, but injurious too: they rob God of his rights, 
of that homage and honour which is due to him 
as their Maker and Lord: they not only neglect, 
but they wrong their orm ſouls, Prov. viii. 36. They 
are not only unprofitable to the ſpiritual good of 
others, but, oftentimes, very miſchievous, by. 
their bad examples encouraging fin, and leading 
others the way to Bell and deſtruction. The wick- 
ed children of godly parents are not only unproſi- 
table to their parents comfort, but are, many times, 
the very breaking of their heart; it brings down 
their hoary heads with ſorrow to the grave, to ſee 
their children prove profligate and vile, rebels to 
God, and, in all probability, children of perdition. 
Thus I have ſhewed you how unregenerate perſons 
are unprofitable, and worſe than ſo. 3 
Let us now ſee, on the other hand, how far the 
parallel will hold betwixt Ouaeſimus the penitent and 
convert, and every other regenerate perſon. Though 
7 
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in time 25 he was unprofitable, yet now, upon His 


converhon, he was become a very profitable and 
uſeful perſon. Such is the happy change which 
converting grace always makes ; it turns an unpro- 
fitable ſinner, into a profitable ſaint. We will go 
over thoſe particulars again, which have been men- 
tioned before, and ſhew you, what a bleſſed change 
the grace of God will make, as to every one of. 
them. wy: | 

1.) Whereas the finner was in time paſt unpro- 
fitable to his Maker and Redeemer, like a ſtraying. 
ſheep loſt out of the fold, he is now brought Lak 
again, This my ſon was loſt and is found. He will 


now devote himſelf, in good earneſt, to the fervice-. 


of God, and will endeavour to g/rrify him with his 
body and his ſpirit, which are his; from henceforth 
God ſhall have the principal uſe of all his faculties 
and powers, and of his time, and all his talents. 
O Lord ! truly I am thy ſervant ; I am thy ſervant ; 
for thou haft Infed my bonds, Palm cxvi. 16. ſo. 
ſpeaks the regenerate ſoul, Thou haſt looſed m 
% bonds, wherewith Satan had bound me for thefe 
«© many years, thy free grace has ſaved me from 
* deftruftion. Lord I am thine, wholly, and in- 
« tirely, and for ever thine.” Such perſons are ve- 
profitable to the Redeemer”s intereſt and glory; 
in them he ſees the travel of his ſoul, and the glo- 
rious fruit of his purchaſe and death, and rejoices 
in them, and rejoices over them: theſe will be the 
eterna r . riches _ — of = 
glorious grace; for Chri/t fbal/ be glorified in his 
ſaints, and admired in 4 em that believe, 2 Thef. 
i. 10. Thus, regenerate perfons:become profitable 
to Gad, their Creator and Saviour, as creatures can 


be. 
0 2.) Whereas 
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2.) Whereas in time paſt they lived unprofitably 
to themſelves, there is now a bleſſed change in this 
reſpe& alſo. If thou be wiſe, thou fpalt be wiſe for 
thyſelf, ſays Solomon, Prov. ix. 12. Such as are 
wiſe and good towards God, act moſt wiſely for 
their own intereſt ; they are ſafe and ſecure in the 
arms of providence, amidſt a thouſand dangers 
which terrify and diſtreſs the wicked, They have 
nothing reaſonably to fear, who have the mighty 
God of Jacob for their refuge and portion. Let 


what will come, let what will happen; yet this is 


promiſed them, and this they can depend upon, 
that all things ſhall work together for the good of them 
that love God. And could I tell you farther, could 
I make you underſtand, what the inward ſpiritual 
comforts of religion are, what peace of conſcience, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and the witneſs and ſeal- 
ing of the ſpirit means; you would all be convinc- 
ed and own, that he only lives profitably to himſelf 
and to his own comfort, who lives to God. And 
could I carry your views, a ſtep farther, into the 
heavenly world, and give you a proſpect of the ſu- 
ture inheritance of the ſaints; it would make you 
even deſpiſe all the traſh of worldly pleafure. One 
believing thought of heaven, would put this truth 
out of all diſpute ; that they only are wiſe for them- 
ſelves, who are wiſe for ſalvation. 


3.) Regenerate perſons are, in many reſpects, 


profitable to their fellow-creatures. Theſe are the 
moſt uſeful perſons in the places where they live. 
If the world deſpiſes and hates them, furely, it is 
becauſe it knows them not; for it is for their ſakes 
that the world itſelf ſtands ſo long, and that man 

wicked cities and countries are not deſtroyed. if 


Lot had not dwelt in Sodom, probably Sodom would 


have 
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have been laid in aſhes ſooner, and if there had 


been but ten good people, ſuch as Lot was, in all 

that wicked city, it ſhould not have been deſtroyed 

at all; but Gad would have ſpared it for ten's ſake. 

Little do wicked men, who hate G04, people, 

think how much they owe of their preſervation and 

proſperity, many times, to theſe dwelling amongſt 

them. God bleſſed, and proſpered the whole family 

where TFoſeph lived, for Joſeph's ſake : he was, 

ſurely, the moſt uſeful member in all the family; 
and ſo are God's children wherever they dwell : 
they are profitable to their wicked neighbours even 
by their preſence ; and they are more ſo by their 
Prayers: many publick judgments have been avert- 
ed, and many publick bleſſings have been obtained, 
for cities and kingdoms, by the prayers of God's 
people who dwelt there. Thus Elias, by his pray- 
er, obtained rain from heaven after a three years 
drought on the whole land of Jracl. Farther, good 
people are profitable by their holy examples, by 
their ' ſerious reproofs, and counſels, and by their 
charities and good works; by theſe they adorn the 
doctrine of God their Saviour, and recommend re- 
ligion to the eſteem, of men : and ſometimes by 
theſe, they have been the inſtruments of the great- 
eſt good to their carnal neighbours and friends, even 
of their converſion and eternal ſalvation. I will add 
yet farther, under this head, that as the wicked 
children of good parents are moſt unprofitable to 
their parents joy; ſo when ſuch are converted, they 
are the moſt profitable in this reſpe&; then they fill 
the hearts of their good parents with gladneſs. 
There is hardly any joy, or comfort in this world 
like it, to ſee our dear children become God's chil- 
dren. When the Prodigal turned penitent, O what 
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a .comfort was it to his aged father! how does he 


Tun to meet him, and embrace him with open arms, . 


and falls upon his neck and kiſſes him, in a tran- 
{port of joy, to find his wicked ſon now become 
a new creature! Children, would you give your 
Parents joy and comfort? would you ſome way 
compenſate all their labour, and pains, and ſorrow, 
and care on your account? this is the way, give 
yourſelves to God; nothing will be ſo profitable to 
their comfort, as well as yours. The Prodigal's re-. 
tura ſpread joy through all the family, the ſervants 
as well as the father greatly rejoiced in it: fo, it 
may be ſaid, upon the new birth of a ſinner, as the 
Angel faid to Zacharias concerning the birth of his 
ſon Fehr, Thou ſhalt have joy and gladneſs, and many 
fall rejoice at his birth. All the ſervants in Gad's 
family will rejoice with you, and rejoice over you; 
good parents will rejoice; faithful miniſters will re- 
joice; your converſion will be vaſtly, profitable to 
them, for it is their greateſt encouragement and 
comfort in their work to find their miniſtry bleſſed 
for the converſion of ſinners: the very Angels in 
heaven will rejoice: the good news of your conver- 
fion will ſoon reach their world, and ſpread a uni- 
verſal new joy through all, thoſe , happy regions. 
There is joy in the preſence of the amet, God over 
one 1 2 that repenteth, Luke xv. 10. They are 
glad of ſo happy a change, and rejoice to ſee ſuch 
an unprofitable wretch become ſo profitable and ex- 
cellent a creature. | 

Thus I have cleared up the doctrine which I 
raiſed from my text, viz. that regeneration chinges 
an unprofitable ſinner into a profitable ſaint. It now 
remains that we make ſome practical application of 
this ſubject. As „ 
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1.) I would intreat ſuch as have been made par- 
takers of regenerating grace, to conſider, ref 

member, what is exſpected from them. It is ex- 
pected, yea God expects it, that you ſhould live ve- 
! profitably: you have received greater mercies 
than others, and you are intruſted with greater ta- 
lents than others, What do ye mire than others? 
Chrift once put that queſtion, let conſcience now 
repeat it. What do T7 more than others? The 
* pen of God has diſtinguiſhed me from thouſands, 
„ has wrought a good work in me, and begotten 
% me again to a lively hope of eternal bleſſedneſs; 
« but what do I do more than others? More for 
% God's honour, and more for the ſalvation of my 
0 periſhing fellow-creatures? ” Can you, my friends, 
be unconcerned for periſhing ſouls? ſure you can- 
not. Iſrael muſt have compaſſion on ſtrangers, be- 
cauſe they had been ſtrangers themſelves, Exod. 


* 


xxiii. 9. Thou Halt not oppreſs a ſtranger, for ye ln 


the. beart of a flranger, ſeeing ye were ftrangers in the 
land of 7 2 80 — F ay to you, who have 
been the happy inſtances of the power of convert- 
ing grace, ye know the heart of an unconverted fin- 
ner, and ye know what danger ſuch a one is in; ye 
know by experience the. folly, and the per verſeneſa 
of the Hearts of ſuch perſons, and how miſerably 
Satan impoſes upon them; O! pity their caſe, and 
labour all you can for their converſion and ſalvation. 
Can you be without a warm zeal for God's honour 
and glory, by whoſe mercy and kindneſs you have 
been ſo wonderfully, diſtinguiſhed? ſhould you 
not labour with. double diligence to be profitable to 
his intereſt now, ſince in time paſt ye were iv 
unprofitable ? | | | 


2.) [ 
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2.) I would take an occaſion from what has been 
offered, to recommend true godlineſs to all, and 
eſpecially to young perſons, whoſe benefit I have 
chiefly aimed at in this diſcourſe. You are now in 
your chuſing time, and, moſt probably, the choice 
which you now make, will fix you for life, and fix. 
you for eternity. It commonly proves ſo; men ſel- 
dom change much when they grow into years: it is 
certain there are few, very few inſtances of old con- 
verts, Well, and what will you now chufe? will 
you chuſe to live unprofitably, and die eternally, to 
e mere cumber-grounds on God's earth, and loſe 
your ſouls at laſt? God forbid! and yet this will be 
the caſe if you live in ſin, and continue in your na- 
tural ſtate, With all your accompliſhments you will 
be but uſeleſs and worthleſs creatures. You. will 
neither be profitable to God, nor yourſelves, nor o- 
thers; and then, what were yowmade for? What 
account will you have to give of yourſelves at the 
great day? But I would fain hope better things of 
you, you who are now in the bloom of life; you. 
are the hope of the world, and the hope of fami- 
lies, and the hope of the churches of Chriſt: there 
is ſomething very pleaſant and taking in youth, 
which makes almoſt all perſons love you; we can- 
not but wiſh you well, and ſhould be very glad to 
ſee you do well; O! do not diſappoint the fond 
wiſhes and hopes of your parents and friends, 
And now, if you would live uſefully, and proſita- 
bly, and die comfortably too, and be happy for 
ever; you muſt chuſe the Lord for your God, and 
Chri/t for your Saviour, and you muſt chuſe the 
ways of godlineſs for your practice; you muſt be 
converted and born again, and, we the ſooner. 
the better. Conſider what wretched unprofitable 
creatures 


68 The happy change , 


creatures you are 'till that great work is done; but 
that, and that alone, will make you truly lovely, 
and greatly valuable and uſeful; it will recommend 
you both to God, and angels, and men: it will 
make you very profitable while you live, and it 
will lay a ſure foundation of your everlaſting hap- 
pineſs when time ſhall be no more. Therefore, to 
cloſe all, cry mightily to God for converting grace. 
"Tis true (as I have ſhewed you before) you cannot 
convert yourſelves; but Gd can do it, and he has 
promiſed that He tvill give his Spirit to them that ark 
him. He hath ſaid, that He hath mo pleaſure at all that 
the wicked fhould die, but had rather they ſhould turn 
and live. Never doubt his willingneſs, therefore ; 
if you are but willing, Ged is willing, and then 
the work ſhall ſoon be done, and the happy change 
ſhall ſoon be wrought. 

Let me recommend it to you, farther, that you 
would diligently attend on the means of grace, and 
_ eſpecially, on the preaching of God's word, which is 


the ordinary ſtanding means of converſion and ſal- 


vation. Faith cometh by hearing. The poor crip- 


ples who could not heal themſelves, could lie at the 
pool, where God did ſometimes heal miraculouſly ; 
ſo you may lie at the pool, as it were, and wait 
upon (God in his appointed means, and there you 
may hope for the bleſſing of his grace; then it will 
be but a reaſonable hope, that G will be pleaſed 
to beget you to himſelf by the word of his grace. 
By all means take heed of ſtifling convictions, it at 
any time the good Spirit of God is at work upon 
you. ODuench not the Spirit, leaſt he ſhould be 
grieved and depart from you, and you ſhould hear 
from him no more, but be delivered up (as ſome 


ſinners have been) to a hard heart and a leared con- 


ſcience, 
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ſcience. And now reſolve, in the ſtrength of 
Cbrift, and by the aſſiſtance of the grace of Gad, 
that if any of you have hitherto lived unprofitably, 
you will from henceforth live to- better purpoſe. 
O! that you would begin this new year with a 
hearty ſurrender of yourſelves to God, and his ſer- 
vice. This will, indeed, make it a happy, and a 
comfortable year to you; and nothing can poſſibl 
make it an unhappy one: afflictions cannot make it 
unhappy to a child of God, to whom all afflitions 
ſhall ſurely be ſanctiſied: death itſelf cannot make 
it unhappy to an heir of glory: then the ſooner you 
die, and leave this world, the ſooner will you be 
where Chri is; and it will be a happy exchange 
of ſin and ſorrow, for perſect holineſs, and ever- 
j * 
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SERMON IV. 


Joſbua's reſolution to ſerve the Lord. * 


| Josnv a xxiv. 15. 

Tf it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the Lord; 

. .chuſe you this day whom you will ſerve; 
whether the gods which 


the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whoſe land ye dwell : but as for me 


and my houſe, wwe will ſerve the Lord. 


Good reſolution to begin the new year with. 
A This text directs us to the very beſt choice 

| we can make, both for time and eternity. 
Chuſe you this day whom you will ' ſerve, faid Foſbua 
to the tribes of Iſrael, when they were aſſembled 
together. I have called you together here this day, 
to make the very ſame propoſal to you, and eſpeci- 
ally to thoſe of you who are now in- the chuſing 
time of life, that is in your younger years; Chu/e 
you this day whom you will ſerve, God or the world, 
Cbri or Satan. 

We are this day entring upon a new year; and 
now methinks it would be very proper to take it 
into ſober conſideration, what we purpoſe to do this 
year, if it ſhall pleaſe God to ſpare us, and what 
«30 AS maſter 


your fathers ' | 
ferved, that were on the other ſide of 


. 
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maſter.we ſhall reſolve to ſerve. Would to God, we 

might every one take up Jaſbua's reſolution in the 

nr A. fer me and my houſe, we will ſerve the 
ord. 

As for the occaſion of his ſpeaking theſe words, 
the Rory lies thus. After Jeſbua had fafely con- 
ducted the tribes of I/ae/! into the promiſed land, 
and ſettled. them in the quiet palſcton of it; he 
was deſirous alſo to ſettle them in the true religion, 
and. confirm them in the ſervice of Gog, before he 
died. He had always had their intereſt much at 
heart; and he well knew that this would be their 


beſt ſecurity, aſter he was gone: but he alſo knew 


their evil diſpoſition to idolatry, and was much a- 
fraid, leaſt after he was dead, they would forſake 
the Lord, and turn aſide after ſtrange gods. He was 
willing therefore, before he died, to get their ſo- 
lemn promiſe upon it, that they would never for- 
ſake their God. For this end he calls a general aſ- 
ſembly of all 1/az/, and, in a very moving ſpeech 
to them, he propoſes ſuch conſiderations, as ſhould 
engage them to be ſtedfaſt in the ſervice of their 
God: for this, he runs over their great deliverances, 
and the miracles of kindneſs which God had wrought 
for them; he appeals to their own conſciences, that 
God had been faithful to them in performing all that 
he had promiſed : and now, in our text, he puts 
the matter to their choice, and deſires to know their 
reſolution about it ; but withal tells them, what he 
was reſolved upon, for his own part, let them do 


What they would, Chuje you this day whom y will 


ſerve, &c. There are three or four obſervations 
which are eaſy to be made from this text, and may 
be of general uſe. e 
2 14) That 
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| 1) That religion muſt be the matter of every 
one's own. choice. Chuſe you whom ye twill ſerve, 


Foſhua had done great things for 17 ae!, he had led 


them over the river Jordan without bridge or boat; 
he had conquered a whole country for them, and dri- 
ven out their enemies before them, he had divided 
their poſſeſſions among them, and ſettled them as a 
body politic; but, after all, Joſbua could not make 
one ſoul of them truly religious ; that muſt be the 
matter of their own choice: he could only adviſe 
them, and perſuade them, and then leave it to 
themſelves to chuſe, whether they would ſerve the 
Lord or no. r 
_ Humane laws and penalties may affright men in- 
to an outward profeſſion of religion; but that is 
the moſt they can do, for, they cannot force the 
choice of the mind. Tt is quite out of their power 
to change and renew the ſoul. Your patents and 
your . miniſters cannot make you truly good; they 
can but inſtru& you, and adviſe you, and pray for 
you, and many times they pity you, and, weep for 
you in ſecret; but, the matter lies in , your own 
choice, whether you will devote yourſelves ta God, 
Os. TIDES TI 

Let none therefore build tao. much on'a pions e- 
qucation, as if that would fave them: let none ex- 
pect too much from the prayers of others, whether 
Parents, or miniſters, or any other godly perſons, 
as if theſe would procure them the fayour of Go, 


and a paſs. port into heaven; for after all, you mult | 


'chuſe for yourſelves, and ſerve the Lo yourſelves, 


31434 I F756 A ' Ws \ . i 130 1 N WY 
er all that your beſt friends in the world can oo for 


you Will avail you nothing. 150 „ $12 . 
2.) There is a ſufficient hint in out text for this 


- 


fatther obſervation, that moſt perſons make a wy 
1 
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ill and imprudent choice in this matter: Chuſe you. 
zohom you will ſerve, the gods which your fathers ſerved, 


or the gods of the Amorites, in whoſe land ye dell, ' 


or the living and true Gad. Their fathers had ſerv- 
ed idols, and ſo did all their neighbours round a- 
bout them; and Foſpua was not a little jealous leaſt ' 
they ſhould do ſo too. 

Religion was never a general thing in the world 
ſince the fall of Adam. At the time of the flood 
there was but one godly family to be found any 
where; in all Sodom there was but one good man 
left; and, it ſhould ſeem, that there was ſuch a 
general defection from religion in Jaſbua's time, 
and even in Vrael, that the good man was appre- 
henſive, that he and his family might be left to ſerve 
the Lord by themſelves. If we come down to the 
times of the goſpel diſpenſation, whereby the ſpi- 
ritual kingdom of God in this world is greatly en- 
larged to what it was before; yet Chri/ calls his 
flock a little flock, and he ſays, that frait ts the gate, 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it, Matt. vii. 14. that is, few 
in compariſon with the multitudes which go to de- 
ſtruction. There are few, but very few compara- 
tively, who make Foſpua's reſolution and choice, 
that they will ſerve the Lord. Here the world, and 
the fleſh, and the Devil have many more ſervants 
than God. In chuſing my religion then, I muſt 
* not follow the multitude; in other matters, and 
e things indifferent, I will not affect to be ſingu- 
dc lar; but if I would go to heaven, I muſt differ 
«© in my religion from the greateſt part of the 
« world: nay in this, I may happen to ſtand alone, 
« and not have one friend nor relation to bear me 
company; and for _— may become the jelt - 
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« all mine acquaintance: let it be fo, faith: Joſbus, 
«« yet I am reſolved, that as for me, ard my houſe, 
© we will ſerve the Lord.“ Which brings me to 
a third obſervation. 

3.) That whatever others do, and whatever choice 
they make, it is our duty, and our prudence to ſerve 
the Lord. In ſuch a caſe as this, a wiſe man will 
determine to ſtand alone, and to go counter to the 
opinion and practice of a whole world. Thus 

Du reſolved that he would do, ſuppoſing all I/, 
rae] ſhould revolt from God. And thus did the Pro- 
phet Elijah, in a time of general apoſtacy; when 
T{rael had forſaken the covenant of their God, and 
thrown down his altars, and ſlain his prophets, Eli- 


jab was left, as he thought, alone, 1 Kings xix. 10. 


and yet this did not at all abate his zeal for his God: 
in ſuch a caſe, it is much better to ſtand alone, and 
ſerve God by one's ſelf, than periſh with a multi- 
tude. Faſhion, that models our garb and dreſs, 
ſhould have nothing to do with our religion. 
Once more 

4.) A good man will reſolve and endeavour, that 
not only himſelf, but his family with him, may 
ſerve the Lord. As for me, and my bouſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord; he will ſerve the Lord alone, if none 
will join with him; but he earneſtly deſires, and 
will do all that he can, that others may ſerve him 
and glorify him too, and eſpecially thoſe who are 
of his own family. Thus, it is mentioned in the 
word of God, greatly to Abraham's honour, that he 
would uſe his beſt endeavours to promote religion 
in his houſe and family. I know him, faith God, 
that he will command his children, and his houſhold 


after him, and they ſpall keep the way of the Lord, © 


Gen, xviii. 19. and it is recorded of Cornelius, and 
: | men- 
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mentioned as an excellent inſtance of his piety, 
that be feared God with all his houſe, and prayed to 
God a/way, Acts x. 2. 

Maſters, and heads of families, have, certainly, 
a truſt committed to them from God, with reſpect 
to the ſouls of thoſe who are put under their care: 
it can never be thought, that the care of their bo- 
dies ſnould be ſo great a duty, as the Apoſtle repre- 
ſents it, 1 Tim. v. 6. ſo that to neglect it, is, in 
effect, to renounce chriſtianity ; and yet that the 
care of their ſouls, the nobler and immortal part, 


ſhould be no duty at all. If he be worſe than an in- 


fidel, who careth not, and provideth not for the bo- 


dies of his children and ſervants; what muſt he be? 
Worſe than a brute ſure! who does not care and 
provide, in the beſt manner he can, ſor their ſouls. 
We may ſuppoſe the great G- and Judge of all 
queſtioning with ſuch perſons at the great day, as 
once he did with Cain, Where is Abel tby brother ? 
Where are thy ſons, and thy daughters, and thy 


ſervants, whom I did, by my providence, commit 


to thy care and charge? What care haſt thou taken 


of their precious ſouls? Didſt thou teach them and 
command them to keep the way of the Lord ? Didit 
thou pray in thy houſe? and haſt thou done what 
thou couldeſt to ſave the ſouls of all that dwelt 
under thy roof? Theſe are ſerious queſtions; it 
greatly concerns al}, who are parents and heads of 
families, to conſider, now before hand, how they 
will anſwer them at the great day. But Lmuſt not 
ſtay: upon this head at preſent. I am to direct my 
diſcourſe chiefſy to young perſons; and I take it, that it 
will be very ſuitable to ſuch a deſign, to enlarge 
upon the third obſervation; which J have raiſed from 


the text, viz. That whatever others do, and what- 
E 2 ever 
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ever choice others make, it is both our duty, and 
our prudence to ſerve the Lord. 

Faſhion and cuſtom are, commonly, very weighty 
conſiderations with younger minds; and ſingularity 
is the abhorrence of the brisk and gay. I ſhall 
« be nothing but laughed at, ſays the young per- 
« ſon, if I do not as other young people do of 
« my age and condition; ſhould I ſet up for pre- 
« ciſeneſs and piety ſo ſoon, I muſt never ſhew my 
« head among my companions any more.” But 
who can think of this? what young perſon can bear 
to be made a jeſt of ? as any young perſon may pro- 
bably enough expect to be, who will dare to make 
Joſbua's reſolution, that let others do what they 
will, he will ſerve the Lord. Now to remove this 
prejudice againſt ſingular piety, and to ſhew the 
reaſonableneſs and advantage, as well as the neceſ- 
ſity of it, even to young perſons, ſhall be the de- 


ſign of this diſcourſe. And for this _ I ſhall, 


I. Conſider Jeſbaa's reſolution and choice. 


II. The reaſons for it. 

III. I ſhall make ſome practical improvement. 

I. Let us conſider, what it was that Jeſbua choſe 
and reſolved upon. It was, that he would /erve the 
Lord. As for this {ng to /erve the Lord, I take 
it to comprehend in it the whole of religion; and 
ſeveral ſuch general phraſes are to be met with in 
ſcripture; as, the knowledge of God, and the fear of 


God, which are ſometimes put for all that practical 


regard which creatures owe to God, or for the whole 
of what we call religion. It. is moſt natural and 
eaſy to underſtand this phraſe, in our text, in the 
fame general and comprehenſive ſeaſe : when Foſoua 
declares that he was reſolved to ſerve the Lord, he 
means no leſs, than that he was determined _ 

Wnat- 


to ſerve the Lord. 77 


whatever God would have him be, and to do what- 
ever God would have him do. Thus much, how- 
ever, you may particularly obſerve from the phraſe 
in our text, that true religion is not a mere name 
and profeſſion only, but a real and practical buſi- 
neſs; 'tis ſerving the Lord, and we muſt make a 
buſineſs of it it ever we are accepted of God; for 
not every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, Hall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, ſays Chriſt, but he that doth 
the will of my Father, which is in heaven, Matt. 
Vit. 21. Religion does not lie only in notion and o- 
Pinion, but it is a ſervice, which requires labour 
and diligence to perform it faithfully, and ſo as to 
obtain the maſter's approbation at laſt. Our bleſſed 
Saviour compares it, in one of his parables, to the 
work of a labourer in a vineyard; and elſewhere to 
the toils of a ſoldier in the wars. He tells us that 
we mnſt frive to enter in at the trait gate, and that 
we muſt even «/e violence to get into the kingdom of 
beaver. Religion, then, according to the ſcripture 
account of it, is 4 practical buſineſs: tis the ſerving 
of Gad, which muſt undoubtedly imply theſe zwa 
things. 

Fir/?, That thoſe who reſolve to ſerve God, muſt 
renounce and forſake all foreign ſervice, which is 
contrary to Gag's ſervice. And ſuch is the ſervice 
of the world, and of the Jeb. and of the Devil. 
27 cannat ſerve two maſters, God and Mammon, fays 
Chriſt, and his ſervants ye are, to whom ye yield 
yourſelves to obey, whether of ſin unto death, or of obe- 
dience unto righteouſne/t, ſays the Apoſtle, Rom. vi. 
16. it cannot be both, but it muſt be one, or the 
other. If we reſolve, with Joſbua, to ſerve the 
Lord; we muſt reſolve, at the ſame time, that we 
will ſerve fin no more for ever; we muſt renounee 
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the Devil as our maſter, and the world as our por- 
tion, and the gratifying of our fleſhly luſts as our 
chief intereſt. The language of ſuch a reſolution 
and ghoice muſt be, and will be, like that in Jaiab 
xxvi. 13. O Lord our God, other lords beſides thee 
have had dominion over us : but by thee only will toe 
make mention of thy name. From this very mo- 
«« ment I change my maſter, I will ſerve the Devil 
« and the world no more: I am ſorry that J have 
<« ſerved them ſo much, and ſo long already: the 
«« time paſt is enough, and more than enough, (O! 
« that it could be recalled again) for ferving ene- 
% mies, and following lying vanities, and with- 
„ drawing my allegiance from the bleſſed Gad.“ 
Thus, when we firſt reſolve for God, we ſolemnly 
recogniſe our baptiſmal engagements ; we renounce 
the Devil, the world, and the fleſh, and reſolve, 
in the grace of God, that we will live after them no 
more. And then, 

Secondly, Thoſe that would ſerve the Lord, muſt 
devote themſelves wholly to him, and muſt make it 
the aim and buſineſs of their lives to pleaſe and 
honour him. They muſt reſign up their whole 
ſelves to his government, and all that they have and 
are to his ſovercign and wile diſpoſal, When the 
grace of God was firſt ſavingly at work upon Paul, 
his heart thus ecchoed to the divine call, Lord what 
wilt thou have me to do? © Is there any thing that 
«© IT can do for God, any ſervice which thou wilt 
t pleaſe to accept from ſo vile and worthleſs a crea- 
« ture? Lord I am wholly thine ; ſpeak but thy 
4 will, and I will endeavour to do it all; let thy 


« grace but aſſiſt me, and I will ſtick at nothing.” 


But now that we may ſerve God aright, in a practi- 


cal obedience, theſe zwo things further muſt be 
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taken into the account, and muſt be ſtrictly regarded 
by us. Firft, that we make God's word our rule ; 
and Szcondly, that we make his glory our end. 

1.) We muſt make God's word our rule of obe- 
dience and duty. Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do? His written word will inform us; for there 
he has been pleaſed to declare his will to us. This 
word of his muſt therefore be much conſulted, and 
from thence all our meaſures of obedience are to be 
taken. It is not for us to cut out work for our- 
ſelves; but if we pretend to ſerve the Lord, we 
muſt do that work which he commands us. A fer- 
vant may buſy himſelf all the day, and yet do his 
maſter no ſervice at all; nor will his maſter com- 
mend or reward him for doing his own pleaſure, 
however hard-he has toiled and laboured. Thus, in 
vain is all the labour we may take in religion, vain 


are all pilgrimazes, and perances, and ſuch like things, 


if we cannot prove, from the word of God, that 
this is the work which our Maſter has commanded 
us; for if he has not, he will reckon it no part of 
our ſervice to him. We muſt make his word our 

rule. And | 
2.) We muſt make his glory our end. For ſince 
God has made all things for bimſe, that they may 
ſhew forth his praiſe, it is certain there can be no 
other way of ſerving God, but by endeavouring 
that this deſign may be accompliſhed, viz. that his 
glory may be advanced in all things. And ſo we 
are taught in ſcripture, to ſet up the glory of God 
as dur end in conſtant view, to which all our actions 
muſt have ſome reference. Whether ye eat or drink, 
or what/never ye do, do all to the glory of God, 1 Cor. 
x. 3. Whoſoe ver, therefore, reſolves with himſelf 
to make the ſervice of God his buſineſs, muſt at the 
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{ame time propoſe to himſelf the glory of God as 


his end: and this is the beſt and moſt direct way 


for us to aim at our own happineſs and glory too. 
As for that notion of the ſchoolmen, and ſome o- 
ther myſtical divines of the laſt age, that we are to 
love and ſerve God merely for himſelf, and not at all 
for the hope and proſpect of a reward, which, they 
ſay, is a mercenary temper and unbecoming a chri- 
ſtian; or, that we are ſo to make God's glory our 
chief end, that if our damnation would more con- 
duce to his glory, we ought to deſire it, rather than 
to be ſaved. This is notion and language which 
the ſcripture knoweth not. Maſes, we are there 
told, had reſpect unto the recompence of reward, Heb. 
Xi. 26. and a greater than Moſes, even the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, for 
the joy that was ſet before him, Heb. xii. 2. And 
ſurely we need have no higher ambition, as to our 
obedience, than to be perfectly conformed to our 
Saviour. The caſe ſtands thus; we make God our 
chief end, when we place our higheſt happineſs in 
the enjoyment of him: we directly aim at his glo- 


ry, when we endeavour that he may be honoured 


in our eternal ſalvation: but that is baſe and merce- 
nary love, which prefers any thing to the favour 
and enjoyment of God; as Balaam did, who loved 
the wages of unrighteouſneſs,and would willingly have 
curſed the children and friends of God, to obtainBa- 
lak's reward. The ſum of the matter, and of our 
duty then is this, that we ſincerely intend and aim 
at God's glory in our own ſalvation. But it is time 


to diſmiſs this firſt head, which was to conſider the 
matter of Jeſbua's choice, and what he reſolved up- 


on, viz. that be would ſerve the Lord, I proceed 
II. To 
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II. To conſider the reaſon of this his reſolution 
and choice, which, it ſeems, he was ſo fixed in, as 
to be fully determined, that no example and practice 
of others ſhould ever move him from it: in this, he 
would refer his judgment to no man, nor ſhould the 
cuſtom of the whole nation ſway him one jot beſides 
his purpoſe. Suppoſing all Vrael ſhould turn their 
backs on God, then Jaſbua was reſolved to diſſent 
from them all; Chuſe you whom ye will ſerve, but as 


for me, and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. This 


was no extravagant, nor very improbable ſuppoſi- 
tion; for it has been actually the caſe of ſome good 
men to be alone in ſerving G, in times of general 
defection and apoſtacy, in the places where they 
dwelt. We mentioned the inſtance of good Elijah 
before; and to-that we might add ſeveral others, 
as of Noah in the old world, of Lot in Sodom, and 
of Daniel in Nebuchadnezzar's court. Bleſſed be God, 
that this is not like to be altogether the caſe with 
any of us;. we may (ſurely I hope we may) find 
{ome that will join with us in ſerving the Lord, and 
will be our companions in the way to heaven. Yet, 
God knows, but tew ſuch perſons are to be met with 
any where. If we will, indeed, ſerve the Lord, and 


be in good earneſt in religion, we muſt diſſent from 


the greateſt part of the world: and, very probably, 
we ſhall meet with conſiderable oppoſition, or at 
leaſt, with many a reproach, and ſcoff, and jeer, 
from, the multitude of ungodly men. Some young 
perſons there are, who if they ſhould venture ta 
take up the reſolution in our text, they would ſtand 
alone in their father's houſe and family; it might 
probably. expoſe them to their parents frowns, and 
it would ſurely make them the jeſt of their brethren, 
and ſiſters, and the ſcorn of all their acquaintance. 
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We will ſuppoſe ſuch a caſe; nay we' will ſuppoſe, 
i if you pleaſe, as much as Joſbua ſuppoſes, that all 
1 the world were prophane and wicked around us; 
j and then let us ſoberly confider, whether there 
{ would yet be good reaſon for us to reſolve, as he 
5 did, that for our part we will ſerve the Lord. 
It muſt be owned, that there are ſtrong objec- 
{ tions againſt it, at leaſt ſuch as appear ſo to younger 
! minds; amongſt which this is none of the leaſt con- 
{ fiderable, that it will make them appear ſo odd and 
ſingular, and will probably expoſe them to the deri- 
fion and ſcorn of all their younger acquaintance. If 
| Fo/hua will ſerve God alone, no doubt, but he will 
f be laughed at for his pains; and ſo indeed may any 
| perſon expect to be, eſpecially any young perſon, 
who will dare to make his choice and reſolve as he 
did: for ſerious godlineſs was never the faſhion in 
any age, and ſerious chriſtians have always been a 
ſe& that were ſpoken againſt. Chriſt's flock ever 
was but a little flock, and a deſpiſed part of the 
world; ſo that ſtrict and ſerious godlineſs will, in- 
deed, make a man appear ſomewhat odd, and ſingu- 
lar in any age or country, and may very likely ex- 
poſe him to a good deal of contempt and ſcorn, 'Þ} 1 
Now this is peculiarly grating to young perſons, 
and grievous to bear. Jaſbua was an old man, a 
matter of a hundred and ten years old, what cared 
he, what the world ſaid or thought of him; but 
young perſons muſt be more complaiſant, and more 
conformable to the mode of rhe times. If ſtrict 
religion was a general thing, well and good, then 
there would not be this objection againſt it; but as 
the caſe ſtands, to make one's ſelf ſo fingular and 
odd, to be pointed and laughed at, and, it may be, 
called a great many hard and ugly names too; who 
can endure it ? This 
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This is the objection, which frights many you 
perſons from making the reſolution and choice tha 
Foſhua made. But let us now try the weight of it, 
in the ballance of ſober reaſon; and I am perſuaded 
we fhall find it to be lighter than vanity. What is 
there in all this, that ſhould, in reaſon, diſcourage 
any perſon from reſolving for God and religion? Will 
it make one fingular? it will be ſo much the more 
to one's honour: was any man ever aſhamed of be- 
ing fingularly wiſe and learned? and why ſhould we 
be aſhamed of being ſingularly good and holy? are 
we ambitious of excelling others in human arts? and 
ſhall we be aſhamed of ſerving God better than o- 
thers, and of taking more care about our ſouls, than 
the carnal ungodly world do? beſides, what fignt- 


fies it to us what others do? for the time is coming, 


and will come very ſhortly, when we muſt all ſtand 
by ourſelves; we muſt die by ourſelves, and be 
judged by ourſelves; and alas! it will be no comfort 
in Hell to have companions in miſery. 4 What 
t then is this ſingularity which I am ſo much afraid 
« of? Had not I better, ten thouſand times better, 
ce go to heaven alone, than go to hell with a multi- 
ce tude? Reſolve therefore, O my foul! without 
« more delay, that let others, let all the world do 
„ what they will, thou wilt from henceforth ſerve 
« the Lord.” My friends, I would fain engage 
you to make this good reſolution this day: believe 
it, it isa matter of infinite concern to you. Will 
ou, at leaſt, be perſuaded to weigh the matter 
little, and ſeriouſly confider but of theſe 7 chingS 
1.) That it is a moſt reaſonable thing to ſerve the 
Lord; 'tis reaſonable in itſelf, whether any men 
think it ſo, or no. The vore of the multitude, nay 
the opinion of the whole world cannot alter it; tis 
| Fea - 
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vou ſhould ſerve that God who made you, and who 
maintains you, in whom you live, and move, and have 
your being; and who has therefore an abſolute and 
uncontroulable right to all that you have and are. 
When you yield yourſelves to God, you can give 
him nothing but what was his own before; you on- 
1y acknowledge his right, and bind yourſelves, al- 
ways to acknowledge it in your future behaviour; 
and what in the world can be more reaſonable than 
this? Should I make any ſcruple of giving God his 
l own, or of binding myſelf by the moſt ſacred en- 
N gagements to pay him that ſervice which he had al- 
| ways a Tight to from me? Is it not moſt reaſonable, 
| that I ſhould ſerve that God now, by whom I muſt 
be judged another day, and from whom I profeſs 
1 to expect all my happineſs in a future world? The 
| time is at hand, when thoſe who now make a jeſt 
| of all this, will certainly allow it to be reaſonable, 
f and will wiſh, with all their ſouls, that they had 
ſerved the Lord too. The poor, unthinking, ungod- 
ly finner, when he comes to lie upon a dying bed, 
i and is ſtartled with the near views of an approach- 
ing eternity, O how does he wiſh, that he had 
| made it the buſinefs and care of his life to ſerve the 
| Lord! Now he begins to ſee the folly of fin, and 
| the wiſdom of holineſs; things which before he 
| never thought of: now (ſaith the ſurpriſed ſinner) I 
j find I have been cheated: dreadful deceit ! the De- 
| * vi] and the world have cheated me of my ſoul and 
* its ſalvation. Lord what have I been doing all 
«© my, days! had I been ſerving thee faithfully, I 
«© might now have been looking up with comfort. 
«© But alas, 'tis too late! I muſt have my portion 
with him whom I haye ſerved: O curſe * 
* nels 


reaſonable, to be ſure, moſt highly reaſonable, that 


bl, 


Pl 
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ce neſs! had I but ſerved God but it is now 
© too late, and I am undone for ever.” Judge 
now, while you are in health, and while the day for 
ſervice laſts, whether it be not a reaſonable thing to 
ſerve the Lord. The night is coming, death and 


judgment are haſting on; and is it not moſt reaſona- 


ble to do that now, which you will certainly wiſh, 
ere long, that you had done? But, it may be, wiſh 


in vain, and bewail your neglect for ever. Let all 


ce the world ſay what they will then, let all my ac- 
% quaintance and neareſt relations ſerve the Devil, 
« and the world, if they dare, and know no better; 
« I ſhall pity them, and pray for them, but I will 
6 never join with them: as for my part I will ſerve 
* the Lord.” 

2.) As it is in itſelf moſt reaſonable, ſo it is to us 
moſt neceſſary that we ſerve the Lord. It is neceſ- 
ſary, for God requires it. He who made us, and 
maintains us, and will judge us another day, requires 
this ſervice from us: and therefore, it is impoſſible 
we ſhould pleaſe God, and obtain his favour, if we 
live in the neglect of it. And as it is neceſſary to 
God's favour, ſo it is conſequently neceſſary to our 
own happineſs, that we make it the very buſineſs 
of our preſent life to ſerve the Lord, Let men fa 
what they will, the word of God is plain and poſi- 
tive about this matter, as that without bolineſs no man 


ſhall ſee the Lord; and that the flothful and unprofita- 


ble ſervant fhall bs caſt into outer darkneſs. The com- 
mon pretence of ſlothful ſinners is, that Gad is a 
very merciful God, who is not inclined to damn and 
deſtroy his own creatures; there needs not there- 
fore all this ſtir about religion and duty : let us but 
keep clear of murther, and adultery, and two or three 
other great ſins, and no doubt, but all ſhall go = 
| WI 
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with us, and we need not be afraid that a merciful 
Gad will damn us eternally. But now Sirs, before 
you venture to preſume ſo much on the uncove- 
nanted mercy of Gad, will you hearken to what 
God himſelf faith about this matter? for certainly he 
beſt underſtands the exerciſe of his own mercy; do 
ou ſay, or do any tell you, that there is no great 
Lom in ſin? But what ſays God? ſee Rom. vi. 23. 
The rages of ſin is death. Do you take it, that it 


will be ſufficient to keep clear of ſowe groſſer ſins 


only? But what ſays God? ſee James ii. 10. Who- 
foever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, i. e. knowingly and willingly allow himſelf in 
the leaſt fin, 7s guilty of all, and lies under the whole 
curſe of the broken law of God. Do you preſume 
on God's being a merciful G? Ay, but remember 
that he is a jnſt God too, and has declared in his 
word, that he 207// by no means clear the guilty, Exod. 
xXxXIiv. 7. Are you ſure there needs not ſo much ſtir 
about religion, and ſo much ado to get to heaven, 
as ſome people make? But what ſays God? Work 
out your ſalvation with ſear and trembling, Phil. ii. 
12. Strive to anter in at the ffrait gate: for many, I 


 fay unto you, will ſeek to enter in and fhall not be able, 


Luke xiil. 24. And if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſball the ungodly and {inner appear? 1 Pet. iv. 
18. And now, which will you believe? on whoſe 
word will you venture your immortal ſouls ? God's 
or man's. If Gog is to be believed, if his word may 
be credited, it is neceſſary, it is moſt abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to your future ſalvation and happineſs, that 
you make it the buſineſs of your preſent life to ſerve 
the Lord. 
I will only add farther, under this head, that as 
the practical ſerving of God is neceſſary to your hap- 
pineſs, 
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pineſs, ſo it is a ſure and certain means of obtain- 
ing happineſs: for God has eſtabliſhed an infallible 
connection betwixt the duty which he requires, and 
the happineſs which he promiſes. True practical re- 
ligion is, certainly, à great means of happineſs, even in 
this preſent imperfect life and world; ſo the Apoſtle 
Paul, and many others of the primitive chriſtians 
found it, and could teſtify ; as in 2 Cor. i. 12, Ozr 


. rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that 


in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſbly wiſ= 
dom, but by the grace of God, we have had our con- 
verſation in the world. And there is no rejoicing in 
the world like it; no feaſt ſo pleaſant as a good con- 
ſence, and a heart filled and inflamed with a ſenſe 
of divine love. Again, this ſervice will eaſe a dy- 
ing bed, and will probably fill the laſt hours of ho 
faint, which are ſo terrible to nature, with great 
comfort and joy. 'The chriſtian, that can look 
back from a dying bed on a life of devotedneſs and 
ſervice to God, needs not be afraid of dying. He 
may very well encourage his foul againſt his natural 
fears, as an aged faint formerly is ſaid to have done, 
when he lay a dying, and found in himſelf ſome 
fears, and ſome reluQancy to the awful ſeparation ; 
he heartened up his own ſoul with ſome ſuch words 
as theſe. Go forth, my ſoul, go forth, what art 
« thou ſo much afraid of? thou haſt been ſerving 
« Chrift theſe threeſcore and ten years and art 
& thou now afraid to go and meet him?” Above all, 
ſuch a ſerving of God, as I have before deſcribed, 
is a ſure way to heaven, and a certain means of e- 
ternal bleſſedneſs. Thoſe that have been good and 
faithful ſervants here, ſhall aſſuredly enter into their 
maſter's joy hereafter. Chriſt, who has purchaſed 
and prepared heaven for them, has PR to 
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them; and he will ſhortly cleanſe them from all their 
remaining imperfections, and preſent them [gy 
before the preſence of bis glory with exceeding joy. He 
will make them, and preſent them as worthy of his 
Father's preſence and love, and worthy of ſeats and: 
thrones in that everlaſting kingdom of glory. 
Thus I have conſidered the reaſons for making 
ſuch a reſolution and choice as Joſbua did, that let o- 
thers do what they would, yet he would ſerve the Lord. 
I would now, for an application of the whole, 
earneſtly recommeod this good reſolution to all of 
you, and eſpecially to young perſons: I would not 
only propoſe it, but I would perſuade and intreat 
them, that they would chuſe the Lord for their Gad: 
and that before all other buſineſs, they would reſolve 
to make it the buſineſs of their lives to ſerve the Lord. 
Here I will take the liberty to ſpeak particularly 
to two ſorts of young perſans. | 
Fir/?, To the children of wicked parents. The 
text very naturally hints an addreſs to you, Chuſe 
you whom you will ſerve, whether the gods which your 
fathers ſerved, &c. If there are any of you what 
fathers ſerved the world and the fleſh, and who 
lived without God in their families, without. the 
worſhip and fear of Gad, but all they minded was 
making proviſion ſor the fleſh, and heaping up 
wealth; am I ſpeaking to any children of ſnch pa- 
rents? I can't ſpeak of you, or to you, but with. 
great coMpaſhon: I am ſorry that you have miſſed 
ſo many advantages for religion and happineſs, which 
others have enjoyed: you have miſſed of the great 
bleſſing of a pious education, whereby a foundation 
has been early laid in many a ſoul of everlaſting 
bleſſedneſs. I pity you, for I am afraid that you 
will ſerve the ſame gods which your fathers ſerved, 
| | | and 
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and ſo be undone for ever. I fear that you have 
not thoſe checks of conſcience to reſtrain you from fin, 
which the children of holy parents more commonly 
have. You have been trained up in a woful neglect 
of God and your ſouls; and 'tis much to be feared, 
that your future lives will anſwer to your unhappy 
education; for moſt commonly it is ſo, but yet not 
always: as ſome of the children of godly parents 
prove wicked and vile, ſo there are ſome good chil- 
dren of wicked parents: as grace does not run in 
the blood, and come to any by inheritance, ſo nei- 
ther is it abſolutely prevented by the wickedneſs of 
anceſtors. You are to chuſe for yourſelves, and if 
you chuſe aright, then, whatever your parents were, 
you ſhall be accepted of Gad, and be happy for ever. 
. Chuſe you then for yourſelves whom you will ſerve, 
whether the 2wor/d4 and the fleſp, which your fathers 
ſerved, or that God who made you, and who only 
can make you happy for ever. Shall a family all 

eriſh from one generation to another? No, let 
there be, at leaſt, one heir of heaven in your line. In 
this you ſhould be ambitious to croſs the ſtrain, 
whatever oppoſition you may meet with from your 
neareſt relations on that account: that honour and 
reſpect which is due even to your parents, muſt 
have no place here, ſo as to hinder you from reſolv- 
ing for God and heaven: father, and mother, and 
brethren, and ſiſters, muſt all be forſaken for Chriſt 
and ſalvation. O how happy would it be! might 
' you*be the inſtruments of ſaving the ſouls of any 
of your dear relations; however, do you reſolve not 
to periſh with them: if they will ſerve the world 
and the Fe ſtill, and gratiſy the Devil ſtill, do you 
be wile for yourſelves, and bravely reſolve that you 


will ſerve the Lord. 
Se- 
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Serondly, I would ſpeak a word alſo to the chil- 
dren of pious and holy parents. And I would ad- 
dreſs to them, and adviſe them in thoſe words of 
Salomon, Prov. xxvii. 10. Thine own friend, and thy 
Father's friend, forſake not. Don't turn your backs 
on your own Creator, and your parent's God, nor 


ſtrike hands with the grand enemy of your father's 


houſe. Tis often mentioned in ſcripture, as a 


mighty aggravation of men's fins, that they forſook- - 


the God of their fathers; and let me tell you; that 
you cannot ſin and be wicked, at ſo cheap a rate as 
the children of ungodly men. You have been train- 
ed up in knowledge, and taught the good ways of 
the Lord, while they have been brought up in groſs 
Ignorance ; you have had good examples ſet before 
you, while they have had very bad ones. I am per- 
ſuaded that you feel many checks of conſcience 
which others do not, and I don't much doubs, but 
the good Spirit of God has been ſtriving with you, 


and awakening ſome early convictions in your minds; 


certainly you muſt be dreadfully hardened indeed, 
if you can be eaſy in ſin, and live in the negleR of 
God and his ſervice. Beſides all this, you have ma- 
ny advantages for religion which others have not; 
how many prayers of your godly parents are now, 
zs it were, on the file for you! many fervent and 
faithful prayers which they have put up for your 
ſouls, and for converting grace for you! you may 
go to God, and plead with him, his covenant with 
your parents, for you are not the children of ſtran- 
gers; you can call him your father's God; well, 
and will you not chuſe him for your God too, and 
reſolve to ſerve him, as your good parents have 
done before you? your own friend, and your father's 


Friend forſake not. But I would not treſpaſs too 


much 
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much on your time, and therefore I ſhall haſten to 
a cloſe; only let me leave with you theſe two or 
three directions with reſpect to this matter. If you 
are, indeed, willing to-make this happy choice and 
reſolution which Jeſbua did; then 

1.) Make it now. Chuſe you this day whom you 
will ſerve. Now while you are young is, in many 
reſpects, your chuſing time, and it is the fitteſt time 


ol all to ſet out for heaven. Some of you, it may 


be, are now chufing your employments in life: o- 
thers, perhaps, are now chuſing their companions 
for life: but here is a greater and more important 
choice which you ſhould make firſt of all, and that 
is, What God you will ſerve in life, and what por- 
tion you will have for ever. Now is the propereſt 


time for this choice, before you are entangled in the 


affairs of this world ; and perhaps, it may be the 
only time: you are reckoning, I know, on many 
years to come; but it is very poſſible that you may 
be miſtaken in your account, and theſe many years 
may not prove ſo many days, nor hours: or ſhould 
life be prolonged, yet hereafter grace may be with- 
drawn and withholden from you, and then you will 
be loſt beyond all remedy. It is certain that inſtan- 
ces of old converts are very rare. The ſcripture 
ſpeaks of it as a ſort of impoſſible thing; or how- 
ever, ſuch a miracle of grace as is very ſeldom 
wrought, for an old finner to become a new man, 
Fer. xii. 23, Can the Ethiopian change his Rin, or 
the leopard his ſpots ? then may ye alſo do good, who are 
accuſtomed to do evil. Now is your time therefore to 
chuſe your God, and make ſure of heaven: if you 
would live comfortably, and die ſafely, and be hap- 
py forever, chuſe you this day whom you will ſerve. 


2.) If you chuſe to ſerve the Lord, chuſe _ 
or 
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for your companions in life who will ſerve him with 
you. Shun the company of - wicked perſons, as 
much as may be, and let thoſe be your companions 
here, with whom you would wiſh to live here- 
after, and for ever. Gather not my foul with ſinners, 
nor my life with bloody men, ſays David, P/alm xxvi. 
9. It was well added by a good man, when he made 
that prayer his own, for I never loved their company. 


3.) Reſolve and endeavour with Fo/pua, in our 


text, that both you and your houſes will ſerve the 
Lord. It God brings you into new family relations, 
D. ſhould endeavour that all in your families may 

related to God. Set out with this fixed reſolu- 
tion, that your families ſhall be religious families, 


and your houſes ſhall be Bethels, i. e, houſes of God, 


where his worſhip ſhall be duly and daily performed 
in the family, as well as in the cloſet. In order to 
this, the choice of the neareſt relation is of great 
moment: look to it, in the very firſt place, that 
you chuſe ſuch a one as will join with you in ſerv- 
ing the Lord; for without this, there can be but 
little proſpect of religion in your families; befides, 
how uncomfortable will it be for you to be joined 
with one for life, who will draw againſt you in the 
way to heaven? but when both the heads of a fami- 
ly make this reſolution together with one heart, 
that they and their houſe will ſerve the Lord, then 
the work goes on with eaſe and pleaſure: as in other 
buſineſs, ſo in religion, ſociety ayd mutual en- 
couragement will greatly facilitate the work, and 
promote the good ſucceſs of it. Then may you 
hope for a bleſſing on your houſes, for a bleſſing on 
our ſubſtance, and for a bleſſing on your ſouls. 
May the Lord bleſs you every one, and make you 
holy and happy from this time forth and for 43 
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SERMON v. 


Early piety, peculiarly acceptable. 


. 


JEREMIAH ii. 2. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, I remember thee, the 
kindneſs of thy youth, the love of thine 
eſpouſals, when thou wenteſt after me in 


the wilderneſs, in a land that was not 
ſown. 


HESE words were a meſſage from God to 

the Jetos, in which he upbraids them with 

their defection from him, after all the kind- 
neſs whieh he had ſhewed them, and after their 
former expreſſions of love and duty to him. The 
time which they refer to, is plainly pointed out in 
the laſt clauſe of the verſe ; it was, when God led 
them through the wilderneſs, in their journey from 
Egypt to Canaan, and went before them in thoſe viſi- 
ble tokens of his preſence, a cloud, and a fiery pillar : 
when he fed them by miracles for forty years toge- 
ther, in a barren and deſart place, a land that was 
not ſown. Then the church of Jrael was in its 
youth, having been lately incorporated by a ſolemn 
charter from heaven, and having newly received a 
body of laws from God at Mount Sinai ; and this I 


take to be the time of their eſpouſal to God, which 


our 


it 94- Early piety, 
' It our text refers to. At that time, they were full of C 
| zeal and affection to God, and made large profeſſions © 


| of love and obedience ; this was the kindneſs of their 

| youth. They ſung his praiſe, but they ſoon forgat Ie 
J his works; ſo that there was now a great deal of P 
i! room and. reaſon to upbraid them with their defec- 
tion and rebellion, after all that mutual kindneſs. and 
love which Go had expreſſed towards them, and 
which they had expreſſed towards God; as God doth 
by his Prophet here in our text. I remember thee, 
the kindneſs of thy youth, &c. I hope it will not be 
looked upon as a perverting of ſcripture, for me to 
accommodate this paſſage, (which has indeed a-pe- 
culiar reference to the Fervs and their circumſtances) 
to the more general uſe of chriſtians; as by apply- 
ing the metaphor of heir eſponſal to God, to the 
buſineſs of the ſinner's clofing with Chriſt by faith: 
and by applying that phraſe, he kindneſs of their C 


youth, to an early converſion. The New Teffa- be 
ment will bear me out in ſuch an application of this tu 
metaphor and alluſion in the text; where that ſpiri- w 
tual relation which is contrated betwixt the Lord fr 
Jeſus Chrift, and a ſinner that is converted and be- m 


lieves on him, is repreſented by the marriage rela- 
tion; and the ſinner's cloſure with Chriſi by faith, 'Þ . 
is expreſly ſtiled his eſpouſal to him. 7 have 2/pouſed re 


you to one husband, that I may preſent you a chaſt vir- ef} 
gin unto Chriſt; ſays the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 2. nc 
The marriage relation is made, by the ſame Apoſtle, fir 
to be a type, or reſemblance of the ſpiritual relation hi 


betwixt Chriſi, and his church,  Bpheſ, v. 32. The an 

church, in its holieſt and happieſt fate, as it was re- of 

preſented- to Jobn, in a viſion of the new Zeru/a- 

len, is called the Bride, the Lamb's wife, Rev. ed 

xxl. 9. This metaphor runs thro' the whole ile⸗ 
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of Canticiet, and is frequently to be met with in 
other parts of ſcripture, | 
Thus, you have the general defign of my diſ- 


, courſe from this text, which I ſhall divide into four 


parts, 

I. To open to you the nature of the ſoul's eſpou- 
ſal to Chriſt. 

II. To conſider the kindneſs and love which 
muſt and will accompany this tranſaction, and 
eſpecially when it is done in youth; The 
kindneſs of thy youth, and the love of thine 
eſpouſals. 

III. To ſhew you how the bleſſed Jeſus does, 
and will remember this kindneſs of our youth, and 
the love of our gfpouſals. 

IV. To make ſome practical application. 

I. As for the nature of the ſoul's eſpouſals to 
Chriſt. In the general, it is that ſacred tranſaction 
betwixt the ſoul and Chrif, upon which their mu- 
tual relation is founded ; or, in conſequence of 
which, there is a ſtrict and everlaſting league of 
friendſhip betwixt them, and they, become in a 
manner united to one another. Their beloved. is 
theirs, and they are his. It is the ſame thing as con- 


'N verfion, or repentance unto life, or believing in, or 


receiving Chriſt: Jeſus ; or rather this one word 
eſpouſal, takes in all thoſe names, and all the ſeveral 
notions Which are couched under them. When .a 
ſinner truly repents of his fins, and believes from 
his heart in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and is converted 
and born again, then, and from that time he is 
eſpouſed to Chriſt. 

Fam ſenſible that this metaphor ought to be treat- 
ed, and diſcourſed on with a great deal of caution, 


leaſt one ſhould furniſh occaſion to ſome diſtempered 


fancies, 
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- judicious ,chAſfian. *' I ſhall chuſe, therefore, in 
. diſcourſfing:on/thig-head, to mention only ſome few - 
things, which are moſt plainly and certainly imply- 


n alluſion into jeſt and ri- 
alſo nauſeate the ſober and 


ed'in the foul's eſpouſal to Chri. As, 

1.) The notion of an eſpouſal implies, a near re- 
lation which is contraſted betwixt Chriſ and the 
penitent believer. Tis an alluſion to the neareſt re- 
lation in this world, which yet, ir ſeems, is not 
near enough fully to expreſs the mutual relation be- 
twixt Chri/ and his people; for that is expreſſed in 
ſcripture by-ſtronger metaphors ſtill, as by the uni- 
on of the vine and the branches in the ſame tree, 
and by the relation of the head and the members in 
the ſame body. There is ſcarcely any relation a- 
mong men, which implies in it any thing of ten- 
derneſs and love; but it is made to lend a metaphor 
to repreſent the mutual relation betwixt Chri/ and 
believers. Jeſus is their Maſter and Lord, they are 
his ſervants; Feſus is their friend, and he owns 
them for his friends, John xv. 15. Feſus is their 
elder brother, they are all the younger children of the 
ſame houſe ; his Father is their Father, and his God 
is their God, John xx. 17. The husband and wife is 
the neareſt relation of all among creatures, but the 
relation betwixt Chhriß, and thoſe that believe on 
him, is nearer than all this : he carries the matter 
much higher than any of theſe metaphors will reach, 
when he ſays, Jobn xiv. 20. In that day ye ſhall 
know, that I am in the Father, and you in me, and I 
in you. The Diſciples themſelves could not compre- 
hend the meaning of this at preſent, nor would they 
be able to conceive how near this relation, and how 
intimate this union is, till they had received a much 
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more plentiful effuſion N 
which Cbriſ there refers, 
we may conceive of the matter, 
him, as their ſurety and repreſentative an dd; and 
he is in them by the influence and indwelling of his 
> irit in their ſouls : they are in him, and he is in 
them, by the ſtricteſt bonds of mutual friendſhip 
and love. How happy a thing then muſt it be, ta 
be eſpbuſed to Chrif ! For a poor ſinner to ſtand 


2 7:08 oY 
Wers 


in ſo near and dear a relation to the ſon of God ! 


Well may we ſtand with the Apoſtle and admire the 
height, and depth, and length, and breadth, of the 
love of Chriſt whith paſſer bs knowledge. His uniting 
himſelf, to the human nature, whereby he _ 
our brother, was the wonder of both worlds, of 
hzaven and earth too: that was greater love and 
gre eater, honour than he would ever vouchſafe to 
nels; but his love to men would not reſt here; 
as if this was not near enough, he takes every peni- 
tent believing ſinner into the neareſt poſſible relation, 
and admits all ſuch into a moſt intimate union with 
himſelf. Well, this is the firſt, and one of the 
moſt obvious notions of a ſoul's eſpouſals to Chri/?, 
that by this there i is a near relation contracted be- 
twixt them. | 
.). The notion of 4 an eſpouſal further implies that 
this is by mutual conſent, It ſhould alw ays be fo 
in the eſpouſals of fellow · creatures, for 'tis othgr- 
wiſe unnatural, and promiſes but little comfort: 
force 'and conſtraint ſhould have no place here; it is 
certain they can Have none in this ſpiritual eſpouſal 
of the ſoul to Cbrift; this muſt be with free con- 
ſent, or not at all. It is undoubtedly mere grace, 


and free grace in Chri/ to admit the eſpouſal of poor 
ſinful creatures to niger: 3 it is party out of choice 


on 


are in 
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on his part, and ſo it myſt be on our part ;.if 
ever \we are eſpouſed to a Saviour, Outward force, 


may compel men into churches, but our own con- 
ſent is neceſſary to our eſpouſal to Chrif. Our 
wills muſt conſent to him, and our affections muſt 
embrace him and love, him; we myſt become þ;s. 

Ming people, and we mult Ie the yy of truth. 
Many are chriſtians, merely upon education; ſome. 
are terrified with, fears, of hel and judgment, ang. 
call aloud upon a Spie on their dying beds, Lord 
Jeſus. have mercy. ont my ſoul! but the ſoul that is 
eſpouſed to Chri/,. acts upon pobler and freer prin- 
ciples than all this; he chuſes the good part, as Ma- 


did, and makes, a. voluntary ſurrender of himſelf 


to Zeſusz he conſents to his ſcepter, as, well as his 
ſacrifice : and in all this, he feels no other conſtraint 
but that of love, and is moved by no force but the 
evidence of truth. That power of Chrift whereby 
finners are made willing, puts no. force upon the 
will, but rather ſets it at liberty from the bondage 
which it was in before. Religion is altogether a vo- 
luntary thing; it does not Kue, 
does not run in the blood from parents to their chil- 
dren; it is never promoted by outward force, nar 


can it be inſtilled n by education; 'tis a man's 


own voluntary act, and free choice, which eſpouſes 
his ſoul to Chri/: ſo that this eſpouſal is by free and 
mutual conſent. _ vue 

3.) This conſent is obtained by ſute, as is com- 
monly the caſe in the elpouſals of fellow creatures. 
It is Nd for en Chrif's part; aud en the finjer 
is once awakened to a feeling ſenſe of his miſery nd 
ruin, he will earneſtly ſue for it too, It is no won- 
der at all, that a milerable creature ſhould earneſtly 
ſolicite the ggmpalliqnate regard of a Saviour; but 
N it 
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it is truly an aſtoniſhing wonder of grace, that th 
Sen of God ſhould even court the finner's conſent to 
be efpouſed to him, and made happy by him: and 
yet this he does, Come unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden. Behold I land at the door and knock! 
Come for all things are now ready. He earneſtly ſues 
to poor periſhing finners, and intreats them to ac- 
cept of mercy and ſalvation. He did ſo while he 


was on carth; and now he is gone to heaven, he 


ſends his ſervants, as embaſſadors in his name, to 
intreat finners to be reconciled to God. 

4.) The notion of an eſpouſal implies mutual 
love. It is very unhappy, and like to prove more 
ſo, when this is not the caſe in the eſpouſals of fel- 
low-creatures; but love can never be left out in the 
caſe of the ſoul's eſpouſal to Chrif: Love was the 
firſt ſpring of it on Chrif's part, I have loved thee 
with an everlaſting love, therefore with loving kindneſs 
have I drawn the:, Jer. xxxi. 3. and ce love bim be- 
cauſe he firft loved us, 1 John iv. 19. And when he 
begins to manifeſt his antient, his everlaſting love to 
a ſoul, 7.e. as ſoon as it begins to operate ip the ſin- 
ner's converſion, it always kindles a reciprocal love 
to the bleſſed Jeſus: the facred flame quickly com- 
municates from his heart to ours; tis impoſlible t 
believe on Chriſ and not to love him, if any mas 
love not the Lord Jeſus, tis certain that he is none of 
his. My beloved, is the conſtant language of the 
ſpouſe in the Canticles, whenever, almoſt, ſhe ſpeaks 
of her Saviour. Love is the diſtinguiſhing grace af 


every true believer; and it is love like that of the 
eſpouſed, which cannot admit of any partners to be 


the object of it, but it muſt be ſupremely and ſuper- 

latively placed on one; ſuch is the true convert's 

love to the Lord Jeſus: _= it mult be conſtant and 
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per- 


—_— _— WO — —— — ́—ꝑᷣU— — we V% 
— * 


— 


100 Early piety, 
perpetual love (the firſt love may be weakened, but 
it can never be quite deſtroyed) tis an immortal 
principle in the renewed ſoul, like the fire of the 
altar, which never goes out: wntil the diy break, 
and the ſhadows fly away, when death ſhall be over, 
and the eternal ſight ſhall ſhine in upon the ſoul, 
this mutual love will ſtill continue, and never expire. 
5.) Eſpouſed perſons unite their intereſts, and 


muſt run all hazards together. They become mu- 


tual ſharers in each others fortunes, and mutual part- 
ners in each others joys and ſorrows. Here alſo the 
alluſion holds ſtrong and plain in the caſe of the 
ſoul's eſpouſal to Chrif; for hereupon their intereſt 
becomes his, and his becomes theirs, Renewed 
ſouls will naturally care for the things of Chri/, and 
rejoice in all the good ſucceſs of his intereſt and 
kin Rem: even when it may, ſometimes, ſeem to 
claſh with their private worldly intereſt; as Jabn 
the Baptiſt could rejoice in the views of Chr iſt's 
growing intereſt and honour, when he knew that 
his own private intereſt muſt decline to make way 
for it, He muft increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe ; 2 Joy 
is therefore fulfilled, John iii. 29, 30. And Chrift 
does, on the other hand, account of the intereſt of 
his people, as his own intereſt. Thoſe words of 
rebuke to Saul, were yet words full of grace and 
tenderneſs to the Diſciples, Saul, Saul,  roby perſe- 
cuteſt thou me ? that is, my friends, and my brethren, 
the very members of my body, whoſe intereſt I ac- 
count as my own. And to the ſame effect are thoſe 
other words of his, Matt. xxv. 40. In as much as ye 
have done it to the leaſt of theje my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me. 1 and his people's intereſt is one 
and the fame; they have the ſame friends,and the ſame 
enemies, the world bated me, ſays Chriſt, therefore — 
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will hate you; God is my Father and my God, there- 
fore he is yours : and they ſhall ere long be happy 
together in the ſame place, and in the ſame kind of 
happineſs and glory; the glory which thou gaveſt me, 
1 have given them, John xvi. 22. and they ſhall en- 
ter into their maſter”s joy. 

There is one circumſtance, farther, in the caſe f 
eſpouſed perſons, which one can't but take notice of 
here, becauſe the alluſion is ſo plain and ſtrong in 
the caſe of the ſoul's being eſpouſed to Chrift ; which 
is, that upon the eſpouſal, the husband becomes an- 
ſwerable for the wife, and ſtands charged in the 
law with whatever debts ſhe may have contracted; 
and. — ſo does the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for all believ- 
ing ſinners, He becomes anſwerable for them, and 
for all that debt of guilt which they owe to the ju- 
ſtice of God: juſtice now looks to him, and no lon- 
ger to the poor indebted creature. He has eſpouſed 
the finner, and he mult, and will anſwer for all; 
therefore he was wounded for their tranſgreſſions, he 
was bruiſed for their iniguities, that the chaſtiſement of 
their peace might be upon him, and that by his firipes they 
might be healed, Iſaiah liii. 5. The caſe of precon- 
tracted debt is very apt, amongſt men, to cool a 
warm love, and to breed reſentment initead of it; 
"tis amazing grace in Cri, that when he knows 


our poverty and meanneſe, nay, when he knows 


how dreadfully indebted we are to the law and ju- 
tice of G, yet he will eſpouſe us to himſelf, yet 
he will even court and ſolicite our conſent to be- 
come his. I will add only one thing more. 

6.) That eſpouſals are uſually reckoned to be oc- 
caſions of joy; but the ſoul's eſpouſal to Chrift is 
much more lo. The converſion of a ſinner, and 
the ſalvation of a ſoul, is the moſt joyful occaſion 
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that ever happens in the world. The other eſpou- 
fals make a family or two joyful; but this diffuſes joy 
and gladneſs through both worlds, When ſinners 
lay hold on Gas covenant, God himſelf rejoices over 
them lo do them good, Jer. xxxii. 41. all the Angels 
in Heaten rejoice when one hnner repenteth, Luke 
XV. 10. "tis welcome news to them, when a loſt 
creature is found, when a periſhing ſinner is ſa ved, 
and another ſoul is added to God's family. Good 
men rejoice ; how great is the joy of pious parents, 
eſpecially, when they ſee their dear children, whom 
they had early devoted to Cd, and for whom they 
had ſo often wreſtled with God in prayer; when they 
ſee them now become good and gracious! I take it, 
there is no joy of holy parents equal to this: a more 
joyful occaſion could not happen to the father of the 

rodigal, than when his loſt ſon was found and re- 
ſtored to the family. Above all, the converted and 
eſpouſed ſinner himſelf, will have the greateſt occa- 
fion of joy; 'tis the beginning of a new life in his 
ſon], and a ſure foundation of eternal happineſs and 
glory: from henceforth he may go on his way re- 
Joicing, he has an Almighty God for his Father and 
Friend; he is now become the ſpecial care of an in- 
dulgent providence; Angels will delight to miniſter 
to him, and all things ſhall be made to work toge- 
ther for his good. So that no occaſion of joy can 
ever happen to any of us, like our being eſpouſed 
to Chriſti. Thus much for the firſt general head, 
which was to open to you this metaphor, and che 
nature of the ſoul's eſpouſal to Chrif. I go on now, 

II. To confider the kindneſs and love which muſt 
and will accompany this tranſaction, eſpecially when 
it is done in youth. The kindneſs of thy youth; and 
the love" if thine eſponſali, then thou wenteft after me 
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in the wilderneſs, in a land that tuas not ſarun. Now 
ſome underſtand this kindneſs and love, which is 
ſpoke of in the text, of God's kindneſs and love to 
them; others, of their kindneſs and love to God. 
If we take it in the firſt ſenſe, it was a matter of 
ſhameful reproach to them, that they ſhould thus 
forget God's former kindneſs and love; and rebel a- 
gainſt him, to whom they had been ſolemnly eſpouſ- 
ed: they ſoon forgat bis ewarks, how he had led them, 
as it were by the hand, in their weak and infant 
ſtate; how he had by a ſeries of miracles, brought 
them out of the houſe of bondage, protected them 
and fed them in the wilderneſs for forty years; hoy 
he did then enter into. a covenant with them, an 
4 pouſed them to himſelf, If we underſtand j it i 
th 4 latter ſenſe, of their kindneſs and love to 65% 
whey they ſang his praiſe for the wonderful deli- 
yerances which he had wrought for them, and made 
large, profeſſions of duty and love, as they did at 
1124 3 it was no leſs ſhameful, that they ſhould no 
turn: and. rebel againſt Gag; and therefore he 75 
them, 0 our text, with. their former profe { 
ons: 0 kinda 3 an love; J remember the kindneſs 
= "94th, 6nd. the love. of thine eſprſals, ori thoy 
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104 Early piety, | 
and not only to admit it, but even to ſue for it, and 
to rejoice in it when the matter is accompliſhed; 
conſider but our own unworthineſs and poverty (for 
we are by nature wretched, and miſerable, poor, 
and blind, and naked ſinners) and how unſuitable is 
this match to the Son of God, the Lord of glory! 
how are our natures ſtained and blemiſhed by fin? 
and our lives and practice have been full of rebel- 
lion: the Image of God, after which we were at fit 
created, is withdrawn; the life of holineſs is ex- 
red, and all the glory is departed from us: *now 
4 is well appriſed of all this; and yet, will he 
ſue for the ſinner's eſpouſal to himfelf? tis amazing 
kindneſs and generous love indeed. And as he is ac- 
quainted with all our former meanneſs and unworthi: 
neſs, ſo he perſectly foreſees how unkind and andutiful 
we are like to prove, even aſter our eſpouſal to him. 
What poor, what undutiful returns does his love 
meet with, from his very faints and people, while 
they are in this world! and yet he courts the efpou- 

{al and rejoices in it. Behold here the grace of ou 
Lord Jeſus Chrift ! how compallionate is his Kind- 
neſs! how generous and free is his love! Thus, 
there is kindneſs and love on Chri/s part, and ſuch 
as never was ſhewed to any other creatures, in any 
other world. 5 N 
Secondly, Let us conſider the kindneſs and love of 
this eſpouſal, as it lies on the ſinner's part. The 
kindneſs and love which accompanies this tranſac- 
tion, is reciprocal and mutual betwixt Chrif and 
the penitent believer : 'tis vaſt kindneſs in him to ad- 
git it, to propoſe it, and even to ſolicite the mat- 
ter; and ſuch is his condeſcending goodneſs, that he 


takes it very kindly when finners conſent to it: tis 


kindneſs to their own ſouls, and he accounts ft _ 
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kindneſs to himſelf too, when any poor ſinners will 
accept of a Saviour; when they will conſent to give 
him the 6 pre of diſplaying the riches of his 


grace, and the powerful efficacy of his blood in re- 
eeming and ſaving them; it is ſuch a kindneſs as 
he will neyer forget. TI remember the kinaneſs of thy 
youth, and the love of thine eſpouſals. 

We ſhall apply this phraſe, zhe kindneſr of thy 
youth, to an early e a and obſerve, that the 
Lord FeſusChriſt takes it as the greateſt kindneſs of all, 
when perſons become eſpouſed to him in their youth. He 
always ſhewed a particular regard and affection for 
young perſons, while he was here on earth. Jahn, 
who is preſumed to be the youngeſt of the Apoſtles, 
was the greateſt favourite of his Lord, of all the 
twelve. He kindly received even young children, 
which were brought to him that he might bleſs 
them; and rebuked his Diſciples for offering to hin- 
der it. We read, that when a certain young man 
came, and asked him a ſerious queſtion, What ſhall 
Ido to inherit eternal life? Chriſt ſeemed to be o- 
verjoyed to find a young perlon ſo ſerious ; and 
though he was not truly gracious, yet Jeſus could 
not but regard him with a tender affection; Jeſus 
looked upon bim and loved him, Mark x. 21. And the 
Apoſtles copied after their Lord's example; thus, 
the Apoſtle Paul charges Titus, that he ſhould apply 
his miniſtry to young people, in particular, and ex- 
Bort them to be ſober-minded, Tit. ii. 6. And the A- 
poſtle Fohn ſays, that he rejoiced greatly to ſee chil- 
dren talking in the truth, 2 John, verſe 4. The 


_ converſion of a finner is always a joyful occaſion; 


Us the beſt good news that can come from any cor- 


'ner of the world, that a ſoul is aſpiring after God 
and heaven: but, eſpecially, to ſee a young perſon 


nobly 
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nobly riſing above the temptations of his years, and 
de voting the bloom and flower of his life to God, is 
a lovely ſight ; and Chrif takes it as a particular 
Kindnefs, when any do conſent to be eſpouſed to 
him in their youth; and that for ſeveral reaſons. As, 
1.) Becauſe the love of young perſons is gene- 
rally the warmeſt and the moſt vigorous; and ſo the 
love of Cbriſt does ordinarily meet with the moſt 
ſenſible and grateful returns of love from young diſ- 
ciples. There is a certain warmth of affection, 
which is, in a manner, peculiar to our younger 
years, and which is capable of being nobly im- 
proved to the purpoſes of religion. It is common 
to hear aged chriſtians complaining of the decay of 
their love to Chriſs, and of the languiſhing poſture 
of their devout affections, which is indeed, many 
times, owing merely to the decays of nature; their 
judgment is, perhaps, better ſettled in religion, their 
wills are more reſolved for God, and their luſts and 
corruptions mor= ſubdued and mortified than when 
they were young; hut that vigorous warmth of the 
affections, which is, in a manner, peculiar to youth, 
and which was once nobly improved, in ardent love 
to Chriſt, and zeal for his intereſt, is now, in ſome 
meaſure, wore off with age ; and hence are all their 
complaints and fears. It is obſervable that John, 
the young diſciple, as he was the greateſt favourite 
of Chrift, ſo he ſeems to have been the deareſt and 
moſt zealous lover of Chriſt; for when all the reſt 
of the Diſciples forſook him and fled; and Peter, 
with all his refolution, denied and abjur'd him, 


Jobr ventured to ſtand near the croſs of Jeſus: his 


love was ſtrong as death, it inſpired him with a zeal 


and courage which no dfngers could daunt. Our 
affeions are naturally moſt warm in our youth, and 


there - 


J 


4 
5 . axe the warmelt,. f our tive powers are 


10 kind; 


— acceptable. 107 


ther are then beſt capable of being im- 
e warmeſt divine om? The Want 
r youth, and the love of our eſpouſals to Chrif, 
we are young, is the moſt affectionate kind- 
A . m loves and therefore Chrift ſets 
LPG *. = on it, and accounts it the greateſt 
Ay * Ae to him in their 
3 1 daily 
.) L The, kind in of o our youth is the greateſt 
and. ſo he accounts it, becauſe 


kindae 199 b FUY 
bet As our 


then. moſt rang. Ancient, people have enough to 
do, to grapple 

to gttend on the repairs of a decaying body; their 
time of uſefulneſs. in the World. is almoſt,over : our 

vaunger years are moſt ſuitable ta buſineſs of any 

nden hen, the aur and,. briskneſs of youth 

is join chwich aferiaus ſpirit, and ſeaſon'd by the 

grace: of Gad, it giyes à perſon a vaſt capacity of 


.culefulnels land ſervice to Chriſi. Such perſons can 


lay out themſelves a thouſand ways to ſerve the in- 
terelt of a Redeemer, which the aged and infirm are 
nd longer,capable.of. And thoſe that begin betimes 
Hare like, to — moſt eminent ſervice. The ſer- 


ent Whg came te work in the vineyard at the fit 
ent, did. ty he ſure, a great deal more than thoſe 
whofcame in at the tenth or the eleventh. Late con- 


verts have time to; do but little, and they uſually move. 
on but heavily and ſlowly in the ways of God : and. 
therefore, the kindneſs of youth is peculiarly ac- 
o geahle, to Chri/t, beczuſe young converts are the 
eee 91 — his cauſę and. intereſt. Again 
1 ) h. We this fort of kindneſs, and 
g in you "makes t-che,more valuable ; there - 


fore 


— by a. 
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fore Chrift obſerves it, and remembers it, with a pe- 
culjar'regard. The more rare and uncommon ah 
thing is, the more it is priz'd and valued: now it 


is, certainly, no very common ciſe for yourig per- 


ſons to be eſpouſed to Chriſt, but much otherwiſe ; 
moſt young people give up the reins to their luſts, 
and live in a woful forgetfulneſs of their Creator, 


and neglect of the great work which they are ſent 


into the world about. In childhood” and youth 
there is little elſe to be found but vanity 4 : 
tis a lovely ſight, therefore, to ſee here and there a 
young perſon ſeparating himſelf from #crowd'of 
ſinners, bravely treading on the temptations of his 
years, and devoting the beſt of his life to God. ' 7 
remember the kindneſs of thy youth, and the ſingula- 


rity of the thing makes it the more to be remem- 
bred, and the more highly to be eſteem'd bf. Eve- 
ry ſerious young perſon is an uncommon inſtance of 


lovereign diſtinguiſhing grace. Once more, 
4.) The temptations and diſcouragements which 
often lie in the way of early piety, make it to be 
the more valuable. I remember thee, the kindneſs of 
thy youth, the love of thine eſpouſals, when thou wenteſ? 
after me in the wilderneſs, in a land that was not ſown. 


To follow God in the face of dangers, and to truſt 
him in difficulties 5 is the moſt valuable obedience 
and the moſt honourable truſt. God took it kindly, 


when they relied on his conduct and care in à wil- 
derneſs of dangers, and could truſt him for provi- 
lions in a land which produced no ſuſtenance. So, 
it is peculiarly lovely and acceptable, when perſons 
give themſelves up to Chriſti, under circumſtances 
of outward diſcouragement: When they ſurmount 


frong temptations and mighty oppoſſtions in the 


way of duty, and make it evidently appear, ven 
they 
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they prefer the Redeemer's intereſt, and the fal- 
vation of their ſouls, before any worldly intereſt 

whatever. And this is often, remarkably, the 
' * caſe. of young convers. Youth is a time of great 
' temptation, when the lufts of the fleſh are ' moſt 
a vir and the luſt of the eye, and the pride of 
life are very inſnaring; young perſons are more apt 
to be impreſſed and ſeduced by evil company, than 
others, whoſe riper years have gained them more 
experience: tis a brave ſight, therefore, to ſee a 
young perſon refiſting temptations, and nobly re- 
ſolving for Chriſt and heaven. Again, it is no little 
diſcouragement in the way of many young perſons, 
that ſerious godlineſs is ſo much out of faſhion; it 
is looked upon as a piece of awkward fingularity, by 
the young and gay part ef the world. If a young 
| — will give up himſelf to CHriſt, and walk eloſe 
with God, he ſhall meet with many a diſcouraging 
"Aunt and jeer from his younger acquaintance and 
friends; this cannot but be grating and grievous: 
nay, it may ſo happen, that he muſt greatly difo- 
blige his beſt friends, on whom he has his chief de- 
pendance for this world, if he will dare to follow 
- eonſciences now ſuch circumſtances as theſe, do very 
mdeh inhance the kindneſs of an eſpoufat to Chriſi. 
He accepts it as a double kindneſs, when any Will 
his on ſuch diſcouraging terms, and under ſuch dif- 
- couraging eircumſtances. It is ſuch kindneſs and 
love as he will be ſure to remember, which brings 
me now to the third general head. 1 
III. Fo ſhew you how the bleſſed Jeſus does, 
and will remember this kindneſs of our youth, and 
this love of our eſpauſals. If we love him betimes, 
hee accepts this kindneſs, and will never forget it. As, 
1) He will remember our — 
bl 
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him, ſo as never to alienate Meng ſrom us. He- 
ing  deved his, ocun that uuprg in be cel, be Jour! 
ther unto the end, John xi. 1 And thus hedoves, 
and will love, every trpe diſciple tothe YEE . 
of life, and beyond. it, c allactenniy. W 
heat and. vigour af thein afiyRaqnagpay; | be weaken = 
by — and their. capacities pf uſeful Ines to C 
cauſe and intergſt may be, in e 
"Cone — rememherz the x indao« 
- yauth, andi sherlovę of — of e 
cal them of 00/148 e grewn 4, du forf fs | 
ben ther [itengeh failcth: He has:pramiled; that 
his Seng kindneſs all never dabart from them. That 
relation Which is contracted by. che foul's-Eſpouſal to 
Chriſt, is the moſt laſting of all others: the neareſt 
relation among fellow; creatures. is, and can be but 
„till Aeath ahem dbes part; hut che yclation beixt 
Cbriſ and the eſpouſed ſoul, is forever andi ever. 
either life nor death can ſepanute te dohiever Sram 
Abe los ofi God in Chriſt Jeſus hi Lord. Nam. viii. 
38. Thus, Cbriſ will rememberaithe kindneſs of 
our yonth, and the love of out e{pouſals, by 4 con- 
ant and, evetlaſting return of lo -- 142; 
-/44þ Herwill remember the kindneſs of aun 2outh, | 
5 the largeſt and richeſt tokens of favor te our 
- ſallila, in this life and world. He does, ordinarily, Im- 


part. the. greateſt meaſures of grace and: ſpiritual 


comſort, in this liſe, to (uch:as have beenfelpouſed 
to him in their youth: and it follows, -yery much 
— the nature of things, that it ſhould; be ſe; -for 
as it: is in any wordly buſineſs, or art, ſuch 34 be- 
Ein young: will commonly cprove-rtheombſt. expert 
-and;skilful, :{o:; it is lin: religion; ſuchas begin to 
ferve God and Chriſt in their youth. and mas him 

| their friend betimes, uſually. grow! the 36 


2 
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I 
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in duty, and find the moſt of the comfort and: ſwest· 
neſs of it: they are, ordinarily, favoured with the 
richeſt manifeſtations of divine love, and make the 
largeſt advances in grace, and are thereby ſuited to 
receive the weightieſt crowns of gl A late con- 
vert ſeldom finds much of the — of. religion 
on this ſide heaven; he moves but heabily on in a 
work and buſineſs which he was never üſedl t6 in his 
younger years: tis painful work to aſet) about the 
mortification of old confirmed fuſts in the decline 
and weakneſs of age; and the remembrance of paſt 
fins, often imbitters the laſt days of the late penĩ- 
tent (for pardon of ſit does nothiviays blot out the 
bitter remembrance of it in this world.) Holy Fob 
complains that he was made 10 poſſeſs the 3niquities:.of 
Bis youth, Job xiii. 26. But now, an early conver- 
fion to God, and an early dedication to Chi, is the 
way to make life comfortable throughout; to make 
old age comfortable, and death comfortable. It 
reaſonably be expected, and ĩt is commonly found, 
that Chrif does diſtinguiſh fuch perſons with the 
richeſt tokens of favour and love; they prove tlie 
moſt eminent ſaints, and the moſt comfortable and 
Joyful chriſtians, who were eſpouſed to ee in 
their youth. I add once more, 

3.) Cbriſt will remember the kindneſs of their 
youth to their advantage another day, and in.ano- 
ther world. When he will remember every kind- 
neſs that has been ſhewed to him; every cup of cold 
water that has been given to any of his Diſciples; 
he will, doubtleſs, in a particular manner, remem- 
ber the kindneſs of thoſe who loved him in. their 
youth: and if there be diſtinctions of thromes and 
manſions, if there be degrees of glory in heaven ;- 


it is reaſonable to expect, that ſuch as have CIS 
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him moſt and longeſt ſhall then be moſt honoured : 
that he will particularly remember young diſciples 
in diſtributing the crowns of glory; and that thoſe 
Who have ſhewed the moſt kindneſs ta him, by an 
early cloſure.with him, and dedication of themſelves 
to him, ſhall now be advanced the neareſt to him, 
and behold moſt of his glory, and ſhare the moſt of 
their Maſter's joy. Thus, will Chri/ remember the 
kindneſs. of our youth, and the love of our eſpou- 
als to him. All that now remains is | 
IV. To make ſome practical improvement of this 
diſcourſe. As 7. I ; 
1.) Does Chrif remember the kindneſs of our 
youth, and the love of our eſpouſals? then let us 
ask our own hearts, if we alſo remember it, and 
-retain it. Suppoſing we are ſuch, as have long ſince 
been eſpouſed to _Chrif. Alas! have we not left 
our firſt love, and forgotten the kindneſs. of our 
youth? that is what Chhriſt charges upon ſome true 
diſciples, Rev. ii. 4. And may not ſome of us 
charge it upon ourſelves, that we have left our firſt 
love? that we have not only loſt ſomewhat of the 
heat and vigour of our affections, through the de- 
cays of age; but that we are really grown more 
careleſs of duty, and leſs watchful againſt ſin, and 
more carnal and worldly minded, and leſs conver- 
- fant with beawen, by faith and hope, than we were 
formerly? This is a matter which ſuch chriſtians, 
more eſpecially, who are of an advanced age, and 
long ſtanding in religion, ſhould ſeriouſly inquire 
about. If Chrift remembers the love of our eſpou- 
- als, and the kindneſs of our youth; fure, it is a 
| fad ſhame to us, if we forget it. God reproaches 
_ with this, in our text; and are there not 
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in our days to whom the ſame reproach be- | 
| | longs? : 


oured: 
iſciples 
t thoſe 
by an 
nſelves 
o him, 
noſt of 
ber the 
eſpou- 
of this 
of our 
let us 
t, and 
> fince 
ot left 
of our 
le true 
of us 


ur firſt 
of the 


peculiarly acceptable. 113 
longs? and to whom thoſe words in the fh verſe 
alſo may, with but too much reaſon, be applied? 
What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that 
they are gone far from me, and have walked after vani- 
ty, and ate become vain? Let us recollect and re- 
member the kindneſs of our youth, and the love of 
our eſpouſals to Chri/t; and let us be humbled for 
our defections ſince, and endeavour to revive our 


. det 


2.) Let 'me exhort and perſuade all my younger 
friends, more Eſpecially, upon what has been ſaid, 
to become" eſpouſed 6 Ci now, in the days of 
their youth. You have heard ſomething of what 
this means, how rich a bleſſing, and how glorious a 
privilege-this:contains; you have heard ſomething . 
of the advantage of it, and how Chriſ will remem- 
ber it in your favour many ways: and now what ſay 
ou, my friends, upon the whole matter? do you 


conſent to be eſpouſed to Chri/t or no? He is rea- 
He is willing, He ' earneſtly' ſues for it; and 
ow will not you give your conſent too? and then 
the match is made? and you are made for ever. O 
how happy a beginning of the new year would this 
be, if this very day you would become eſpouſed 
to * Vou will then remember this day with 
glad neſs as long as you live; you will probably think 
of it with comfort when you are dying, and you 
will record with adoring thankfulneſs in your eter- 
nal ſongs of praiſe above. This will make it the 
happieſt year that ever you lived. Happy ſtate in- 
deed to be reconciled to Gad, and to be the objects 
of his favour and love, to be the care of his-indul- 
ent 4 vs and to have all things working to- 

ther for your good, Happy is the people that is in 


leb a caſe, yea happy is that people whoſe God is the 


Lord! 


114 Early piety, &c. 


Lord! What ſay you then, once more? this may 
perhaps be the laſt time that your conſent ſhall ever 
be asked.: are you now willing: to be eſpouſed 
to Chrift ?, will you take him upon his own 
terms ? if ſo, he Tl take you : upan, his own 
gracious propoſals: and then this will be a day Fun 
to he remembred; CBriſ will eee this ki 
neſs of your youth, and will never forget the love 
of 777 eſpouſals. But if you refuſe, then know , 
7 he will remember the unkindneſs of your 
and he willy remember it againſt you as 3 
ber aggravation o 18 guilt 1 99 ay, that 
called and ye refuſed; woged you. to be 
_— to. him, my ye. ol not. H Gad ſhould 
give pou grace to repent hereafter, yet then, the re- 
rance of his {lighted mercy will certainly be 
very bitter to you: but if not, you will hear of this 
ith terror another day, and in another world. O! 
w will; you look Chri/? your r judge. in Wea, 
With. hes face can you ask for his mercy they; 
How will you be confounded to remember, w 
you will not be able to forget, that once there was g 
time when Chri/# was wooing you to become hi 
and was offering to become yours, but you youl 
570 And what muſt be the conſequence of this 
by certainly it, will be, that he who now w 
—* to be 8 toc him, will then ay to 0 
Ace ou, Depart fram me ye qur ſad into ener 
fi 1 * the Devil and bis Angels. 
hed my diſcourſe to you z N 
J can, _ 4 } —— ay is to praꝝ for a bleſſing Aus ee 
« 0 bleſſed, Te/us / whoſe grace alone can eff 
2 ly win any ſoul to be eſpouſed to thy ſell; follow 
Word with thy powerful bleſſing, aud. m; 
ed be a day of jay» in heaven and: on eat h. 
© qyegr ſome ſinner that repenfeth,” * SE R- 
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| SERMON VI. 


Religious friendſhip z or young perſons 
directed in the choice of their com- 
panions. 
— e — — 
| PSALM cxix. 63. | 
Jam a companion of all them that fear thee, 
ana of them that keep thy precepts. 


O E needs not conſult the preceding verſes, 


— — 


in order to ſettle the ſenſe of our text, nor 

* ſearch the context to find the connection; 

for this P/a/m conſiſts, for the moſt part, of inde- 
pendent ſentences : every verſe, almoſt, is an intire 
propsſition of itſelf, which neither wants, nor ad- 
mits of any light from what goes before or follows: 
it; only thus far there is a connection through the 
whole P/a/m, that every part, and every verſe: of it 
ſaits the general deſign, which ts a pious meditation! 
on the excellency of God's law, and the happineſs 
of thoſe thar keep it; and this is intermixed with 
ſundry petitions ſuitable to ſuch a ſubject. Herg the 
P/almiſt conſiders, and . deſcribes that ſacred:regard: 
which a good man bears to the haw of Gad]; as it is 
variouſly expreſſed, by his loving it, meditating 
upon it, delighting in the ſtudy of it, and endea- 
Jauss | vouring, 
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vouring, with all his care, to keep it, and practiſe 
according to it. Again, in this Pſalm, he views 
the law of God in different lights, as it many ways 
tends to make a man good and happy, both here 
and hereafter: it is a /amp to his feet, and a /ight to 
his paths, guiding loſt ſinners in the way to eternal 
bleſſedneſs: it affords a good man ſupport and com- 
fort in this pilgrimage ſtate, and helps him to pre- 
e for a — and eternal bleſſedneſs. So great 
was the pious P/a/mi/?'s love to the law of Gad, that 
he loved all who kept it, and choſe ſuch perſons 
only for his companions and friends; as he declares 
in our text, I am à companion of all them that fear 
thee, and of them that keep thy precepts, 

The right choice of companions and friends, 
eſpecially of ſuch as we make ourſelves intimate, 
and familiar with, is, to be ſure, a matter of great 
importance, both to the civil and religious life: and, 
J reckon, it is ſo, more eſpecially, to young per- 
ſons, who are apt to run into greater intimacies with. 
their friends; and to make them more their conh- 
dents, than old people, who are uſually, more cau- 
tious and wary. And beſides younger minds are, 
generally ſpeaking, more eaſily impreſſed, and more: 
ready to receive a tang of the company they keep, 
than others, whoſe judgment and practice is more 
ſettled by long uſe and experience. It is a common 
ſaying, You may know a man by his company; becauſe 
the company we keep, and aſſociate much with, is 
very apt to form us into a likeneſs to them. Bad 
company is therefore extremely dangerous, accord- 
ing to that old obſervation of a heathen poet, wh:ch 
the Apoſtle Paul has adopted into one of his divine | 
epiſtles, Evil communications corrupt good manners, 1 
Cor. xv. 33. and it is more eſpecially dangerous to 

1002 young 
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ung perſons, ho are the apteſt of all others to 
8 impreſſed and ſpoiled by them. On the other 
hand, there are great advantages to be reaped from 
ood company. Such friends and aſſociates in life, 
as the P/almiſt ſpeaks of in our text, even ſober and 
religious perſons, may be many ways a bleſling to 
us, both with reſpect to our preſent and future 
welfare. | ads | 
As I have intended this ſermon chiefly for the 


| benefit of young perſons, I would hope, it may be 


a uſeful piece of ſervice to them, to handle this ſub- 
jet; and to give them ſome directions about the 
choice of their companions. pf 
I am a companion of all them that fear thee, ſays 
David in our text; he looked upon all ſuch perſons 
as his friends, and the companions of his pilgri- 
mage: and no doubt but of ſuch perſons only were 
his intimate friend, and aſſociates. He, elſewhere, 
abſolutely declares againſt contracting friendſhip 
with wicked perſons, or even admitting them to 
dwell, or ſo much as ſerve in his family, P/alm ci. 
4. 6, 7. A froward heart ſball depart from me, I will 
not know a wicked perſon, i, e. I will have nothing to 
fay to him, nothing to do with him, 3. mine eyes 
Hall be _ the faithful of the land that they may 
atoeli with me: He that walketh in a perfect way he 
ſhall ſerve me: he that worketh deceit ſhall not dull 
within my houſe: he that telleth lies ſhall not tarry in 
my e and if David would not take a wicked 
on for a ſervant, much leſs for a companion and 
ſom friend. e 
I take it to be, in a manner, natural to us to con- 
tract more intimate friendſhip with ſome perſons 
than others; and commonly with one, above all the 


'l' reſt, that we converſe, or are acquainted. with, 
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Za m9 i, a ſociable creature, was an ancient 
definition of man; as if ſociety was one main pro- 
perty and end of humane nature. Adam, though 
in Paradiſe, could not be throughly happy in his ſo- 
litude, nor without a companion of the ſame na- 
ture with himſelf. And it is certain that many of the 
beſt ends of ſociety, are not to be anſwered by a 
common acquaintance with many, without a more 
vate and intimate friendſhip with ſome few, or 
e one in particular. Tis a common ſaying, 
that 2 crowd it not ; we may be, in a man- 
ner, folitafy, and loſe the greateſt benefits and com- 
forts of ſociety, in the midſt of a large acquaintance: 
it has therefore been, in all ages, the common prac- 
tice of moſt perſons, and perhaps more univerſally 
the practice of young perſons, to enter into private 
and more intimate leagues of friendſhip ; and to 
chuſe out of their acquaintance ſome boſom friend 
and companion. David, though he was a King, 
and had no equal in the nation to make a boſom 
friend of, yet would he not be without ſuch a privi- 
lege of friendſhip, but would rather admit a ſubject 
to be, in a manner, his equal in this matter; he 
ſpeaks F his own familiar friend in whom be truſted, 
. xli. 9. and Huſbai is called King David's friend, 
2 Sam. xv. 37. So in the liſt of Salomon's courtiers and 
miniſters of ſtate, 1 Kings iv. at the beginning, one 
of them, viz. Zabub the ſon of Nathan, is ſaid to 
be the King's friend: nay, and even our bleſſed Sa- 
viour hinnſehf, who for our fakes made himſelf poor, 
and had not ſo much as a houſe where to lay his 
head; yet would he not be without that great re- 
freſtment of an intimate friend: there was the Di/- 
tiple whom Jeſus loved. It looks as if Fobn had a 
much greater intimacy with his ' Lord than any = 
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the other Apoſtleß from Peter's heckoning to him; 
at tht laſt ſupper, to ask Chriꝶ a queſtion · which 
none of the reſt of them diirſt preſume to- ask him, 
Jabn xiii. 24. T may conctade, thetefore, that ſuch 
a choice of intimate friends, and companions, is 
not only very lawful, but if the choice be well 
fade, N Srens, Heng Wo figaeie: 
neffeial t6 us: And I may Veritiire th- obſerve farther, 


_ that 4 mags welfare, afſd ! Happineſs, 'both as to this 
world, aud the"other, does, in a goed meifute, 


under God, depend bn a Tight choice, and right uſe 
of thoſe friends and companions with whom he 
does moſt familjarly converſe. This is the ſenſe of 
one df Solomott's' Proverbs; chap. xiii, 20: He that 
20% Mer h coith "wife men ſhall be wiſe, but 'a companion 
of Holl [ball be dutraye. I ſhall make it the bufineſs 
of wh, preſent diſcourſe, to adviſe, and direct you 
in this important affair of life. The method in 
which I ſhall proceed will be $55.3 495 56 
I. To mark out the character of ſuch perſons, 
as we ſhould make choice of for our friends 
ad companjonb; and this I ſhall do from the 
„tert: they ſhould, by all means, be ſuch as 


f 1 


er God and beep bis precepts. 


II. I ſhall ſhew yon how we ſhould be the com- 
” * of ſuch perſons. | ; 
III. I ſhall ſhew you why we ſhould make choice 

of fuch perſons, and of ſuch only, for our 
© © cothpanions and friends. 01 en 
I. "We are to tonfider; what ſort of perſons we 
ſhould" make thoite of for our friends and compa- 
nions. And I' wWuld recommend to you futh, as 
are deſcribed in bur text, ſuch as Dayid made choice 
of for his compattions, even ſuch as fear God and 
heep bis precepts; that is ſober and good people, ſuch 
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23 are the friends of God, theſe will be, on all ac-, 
counts, the beſt; friends for us. This is a ſhort de- 
ſeription, and character of good people; they are 


bhere deſcribed by to marks, whereby they are di- 


ſtinguiſned from all the wicked and ungodly; they 
are ſuch as fear God, and they are ſuch as keep his 
precept The former. part of this deſcription, or 
character, reſpects the temper of their minds, and 
the principles which ſuch perſons go upon, hey fear 
God : and: the latter branch deſcribes their beha- 
129 keep God's precepts; and 
both theſe together make up a compleat deſcription 
and character of a good man. 
Firſt, He is one that fears God; that is, a man of 
a ſerious ſpirit, who has an awe. of Cad upon his 
mind and conſcience, and is truly concerned. to 
pleaſe him, to eſcape his wrath, and to obtain his 
love. This word feer comes under very different 
acceptations in ſcripture; ſometimes it ſignifies a 
particular paſſion in the mind of man, and then it 
is either good or bad, according to the objects and 
occaſions of it. There is a flaviſh and ſinful fear, 


and there is a holy and child-like fear: there is a 


carnal fear, which is very dangerous to the ſoul; 
and there is a religious fear which is very neceſſary 
to our ſalvation. This ſame word fear is alſo uſed 
in a more large and general ſenſe, for the whole 
frame and temper. of the mind, of man: thus he 


fear of God ſignifies the ſame thing as a ſerious ſpi- 


rit, or a holy and religious turn of mind; as; when 


we are bid to & in the. fear of the Lord all the day 
Aung, Prov. xxiil; 17. or when we are exhorted by 
the Apoſtle, to .be perfectiug balineſs in. the fear of 
God, 2 Cor. vii. 1. that is, to maintain a ſerious 
#pirit, a holy and devout frame of mind, to eye God 
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18. A man may ſay, thou _ faith and I bave works: 


thority over us, and his prefetice with us; and ſo 
to make. it our very buſineſs to honour and to ſerve 
him, and to obtain his favour” Thus the fear of 


God is directly oppoſite to a vain mind, which is re- 
gardleſs of God, and thoughtleſs and careleſs about 


the great and important matters of religion and a 
future world. Religion is a very ſerious, as well as 
a very important thing; a vain and frothy ſpirit will 
by no means ſuit with it: if ever we lay religion to 
heart, in good earneſt, and to good purpoſe, it will 
certainly make us thoughtful and ſerious ; it will 
poſſeſs the mind with a holy awe of Gad, and con- 
cern about eternity. All this is very fitly expreſſed 
by this one word, fzar; and ſo it ſignifies the ame 
thing as a religious ſpirit and frame of mind. | 
Secondly, Truly good perſons are alſo deſcribed by 
their holy practice; which is another eſſential part of 
their character, they keep God's precepts: their hearts, 
and their lives, their principles, and their practice 
are of a piece, and correſpond with one another. 
As they are ſerious in their thoughts, ſo they are 
ſober in their lives; as they fear God in their hearts, 
ſo they obey him in their practice: to be ſure it 
muſt be ſo; a real principle of holineſs in the heart 
will neceſſarily reſpire in the life, and manifeſt itſelf 
in a holy converſation. Our bleſſed Saviour has 
laid this down as the moſt certain rule we can judge 
of men by, A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit; 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit: where- 
Fore by their fruits ye ſhall know them, Matt. vii. 18, 
20. and the. Apoſtle: James propoſes it as rhe trueſt 
way of our evidencing the reality of inward reli- 
ion to others, and of juſtifying our pretenſions to 
aith and piety, viz. by our good works, James ii. 
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Shrew me toy faith without thy works, and I will fhew 
«hee my faith by my works. Not but chat there may 
be a good deal of morality, ſeparate from true piety. 
The Phariſees of old, are compared by Chriſt to 
-whited fepulchres, which were beautiſul without, 
and yet full of rottenneſs within; that is, their 
lives were outwardly adorned with moral virtues, 
but their hearts were very corrupt and wicked: and 


therefore the mere practice of morality, is by no 


means ſufficient for us to judge of our own ſtate by: 
but we muſt examine more cloſely, into the temper 
and frame of our ſouls, as well as into the practice 
of our lives, in order to make a'good judgment of 
ourſelves, and to know whether we are in a natural 
or in a regenerate ſtate. ' But as to other perſons, 
we cannot: look into their hearts, we can be no 
judges of their inward principles; and therefore the 
only way we have to judge, is by what appears out- 
wardly in their lives and converſations; and we 
ought in charity to conclude, that where the life is 
good, the heart is ſo too. If a man keeps God's 
precepts, we ſhould hope and believe, that he is one 
who-truly fears God. Upon the whole, this is the 
beſt deſcription of a good perſon that we can pre- 
tend to judge of any by, he is one that fears God 
and keeps his precepts, that is, one who diſcovers a 
ſerious ſpirit, and is ſober and good in his life and 
converſation. Thus we are directed, by our text, 
What ſort of perſons we ſhould make choice of for 
our companions and friends; that is, as far as we 
can judge by what appears outwardly (and further 
than ſo we cannot judge at all} we ſhould chuſe 
thoſe for our friends, Who are the friends of God; 
and aſſociate ourſelves with ſuch: perfons in this 
world, as we would wiſh, and hope to be joined 
with eternally in the other world. I come now 
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II. To ſhow you how we ſhould be the compa- 
nions of ſuch perſons; as David ſays that he was 4 
companion of all them that feared God: which im- 
plies tus things; * that he was like them, bein 
himſelf of the ſame character, a man that feared 
God. And fecondly, that he did aſſociate himſelf 
with ſuch perſons, and ſuch only. | 
* To be a companion of them that fear Gag, 
is to be like ſuch perſons, and to be of the ſame 
character. In this ſenſe, ob ſays, that he was 4 
brother to dragons, and a companion to owls, Job. xxx. 
29. meaning, not that he aſſociated with them, but 
that being forſaken by his friends, he liyed a ſolita 
life, as. thoſe creatures do, and was even ſhunned, 
and abhorred as thoſe creatures are. In the ſame 
ſenſe, the Apoſtle Jahn, writing to, the ſeyen 
churches in Afa, ſtiles himſelf zheir. brother and 
companion in tribulation, Rev. i. 9. Though he was, 
at that time, baniſhed to the ile of Patmos, and far 
ſeparated from the ſociety of thoſe chriſtians; yet 
ſill he was their companion, as he was of the ſame 
character with them, and ſuffered much ſuch like 
things as they did. Thus, all good people, every 
where, are.companions and friends, and brethren ; 
they are all united in the ſame head, are expectants 
of the ſame hope, and heirs of the ſame heavenly 
inheritance: they are all profeſſors of the ſame faith, 
are followers of the ſame Jeſus, and are all imbark- 
ed in the ſame cauſe and ,intereſt : and thus, on ma- 
ny accounts, they may all, very properly, be cal- 
led compauions. And it is certain that we muſt, 
in this, lenſe, be the companions of them that 
fear. Ges, before we can aſſociate with ſuch perſons 


to any valuable purpoſe. Can two walk together ex- 
cht 
with 


they be agreed? And what communion hath light 
darkugf? Otherwiſe, we ſhould not agil 
S | their 
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their company, nor would zhey admit us into their 
ſociety and friendſhip ; therefore the foundation of 
all our valuable, and comfortable communion, with 
the ſaints and people of God, muſt be laid in our | 
likeneſs to them, or in our partaking with them of 
the ſame divine nature; it we would chuſe good 
people for our companions, we muſt be good our- 
ſelves. And upon this 5 KLE 
Secondly, To be a companion of thoſe that fear 
God, is to aſſociate with them: and that we ſhould 
do in tes reſpects, ſirſt, by maintaining a religious 
converſe, and Joining ourſelves with ſuch perſons 
in their ſacred ſocieties. And ſecondly, by making 
choice of ſuch perſons for our more intimate com- 
ions, and boſom friends. | 
1.) We ſhould cultivate and maintain à religious 
converſe with good people, and join ourſelves to 
their ſacred ſocieties: to which purpoſe is that ex- 
hortation of the Apoſtle's, Heb. x. j- Not to forſake 
the aſſembling of ourſelves together. The communion 
of ſaints in this word, is to be maintained by their 
mutual converſe, and by their joining together in 
the ſame acts of religious worſhip; both which are 
probably implied in their ſpeaking often one to ano- 
ther, which is faid to be the practice of thoſe that 
fear the Lord, Mal. iii. 16. that is, they aſſociate 
much together, they delight in one anothers com- 
pany, and often meet for religious purpoſes: this is 
but the natural effe& of their likeneſs to one ano- 
ther, and of their agreement in the ſame principles, 
and intereſts, and hopes. Rakes and debauchees 
love one anothers company, and they like to aſſo- 
ciate together, mutually to inflame one anothers 
luſts; fo, it is as natural for good people to aſſociate 
together, and to delight in each others company. 
Perſons who are ſo much of the ſame turn of _— 
| an 
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and practice of life, muſt riteds be agreeable to one 
another. And as this is natural to all, ſo it may be 
very uſeful to every faint; for chriſtian converſation 
has certainly a great tendency to chriſtian improve- 
ment: that ſpeech which is /avoury and good, 1s 
greatly /or the uſe of edifying; as, to inlighten the 
mind, to warm the heart, to interrupt our carnal 
worldly thoughts, and inſpire the ſoul with new 
life and vigour, The hermit in his cell, who is al- 
ways alone, miſſes a thouſand opportunities and ad- 
vantages of divine improvement, which other chri- 
ſtians enjoy in their converſing together; and there- 
fore the monaſtic life, which the Papifs do ſo much 
applaud, is by no means friendly to religion: me- 
thinks, it does not look at all like an inſtitution of 
Chriſt; but it rather ſeems to be a contrivance of 
the Devil, to hinder chriſtians of ſome of the great- 
eſt advantages for their ſpiritual improvement. But 
when I ſpeak thus of chriſtians converſing together, 
I mean it, of their converſing about religious mat- 
ters; and ſo, no doubt, does the Prophet mean, in 
that forecited place, They that feared the Lord ſpake 
en one to anther, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that he 
ſpeaks of their common diſcourſe about worldly 
matters, in which there is nothing peculiar in their 
converſation, from that of worldly men, but of 
their ſpeaking td one another about the things of 
God: as. of the. wonders. of his mercy and love, 
their experience of his grace, and the matters of 
their common ſalvation, Such chriſtian ſociety, is 
found, upon large experience, to be a moſt excel- 
lent means of divine improvement, and ſpiritual 
growth. And thus, therefore, we ſhould make 
thoſe that fear the Lord our companions, viz. b 
cultivating and maintaining a religious converſe 


with them. | 
G 3 | And 
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And further, we ſhould join ourſelves to their 
religions ſocieties. Having given up ourſelves to 
Chi, we ought to give in our names to ſome. 
church of Chri//; that we may join and partake 
with his faints of all the orovifehs of 'his houſe, 
and all the ordinances of bis goſpel. We ſhould: 
join with them in prayers, uit praiſes to Gad and 
our Redeemer, in hearing his Word, and in comme- 
morating the deirh of C7 % at His table. This is 
the Very thing which Chrif adviſes the inquirin 
penitent to, Cant. i. 7, 8. in the former of thoſe. 
verſes, the devout foul is brought in, as inquiring 
after Chris, where ſhe fight meet with his pre- 
ſerite, and the tokens of his love. Tel me, O thou 
whom my ſo: 1 loveth, tehere thou feedeſt, where thou 
makeft thy flock to reſt at noni? Tor why ſpould J be as 
one that tirneth aſidę by the flocks of thy companions ? 
The following words are Chrif?'s 3 directing 
the pious ſoul where to meet with him, and enjoy 
his preſence, F yon know nt, go thy 77 forth by 
the foot/teps of the flock; and feed thy kids beſide the 
ſhepherds tents. That is, join thyſelf to thoſe, flocks 
of the companions; there thou ſhalt find me, and 
meet with my preſence and love. This is, molt 
certainly, the duty of all that fear God, to aſſociate 
with and join themſelves to the ſocieties of his 
ſaints and people. | US FI RI 
2.) We ſhould make choice of ſuch perſons, as 
fear the Lord, for our more intimate companions 
and boſom friends. For beſide that univerſal bene- 
yolence, and hearty 'good will which we ſhould 
bear to all men, and eſpecially to all that fear God; 
it is certainly both very lawful, and may, in ſome 
caſes, be very uleful, to contract a more intimate 
friendſhip with ſome few perſons, or with ſome one 


Perion above all others. Ag in Chrif's own —_ 
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of the twelve Apoſlles, where they were all friends; 
except one, both to Chri#, and to one another; 
yet, it is plain, there were alſo private friendſhips 
among them; and Chri/? himſelf, though he calls 
them all his friends, was more intimate with fome, 
than with others of them. Peter, and James, and 
Fohn, ſeem to have intimate boſom friends: we of- 
ten find theſe three together, and Jeſis ſeems to 
have been more intimate with thoſe z4ree, than with 
any of the reſt of the Apoſtles; we read of his 
taking thoſe three with him to ſeveral places, and on 
ſeveral occaſions, where the reſt were not admitted ; 
as when he was transfigured on the mountain, when 
he reſtored Jairus's dead daughter to life, 'be ſuffered 
no man to follow him into the chamber, but Peter, and 
James, and john, and, fo alſo, when he was in his- 
agony in the garden. Theſe were his intimate- 
friends among the Apoſtles, to whom he would! 
more freely unboſom himſelf, than to any others of 
the twelve. And even of theſe three, Jabn had the 
preference; he was the Diſciple whom Jelus loved. It 
Was but a natural thing, for the man Chrift Jeſus to-. 
have his intimate and boſom friends: and ſo it is to 
men in general. © OV 

Now it is a matter of vaſt conſequence, that we 
make a right choice of our boſom friends; and, 


perhaps, it is more ſo to young perſons, than to o- 


thers, becauſe they are moſt apt'to be influenced by 
their companions, and are now in that part of life, 
in which, in all likelihood, they will be either made 
or ruined for ever. The right choice, in this caſe, 
is certainly to make thoſe our companions who fear 
the Lord. And this is what I would now earneſtly 
recommend to young perſons; and I ſhall endeavour 
to give you ſufficient reaſons why you ſhould, by all 
means, chuſe ſuch perſons, and ſuch only for your 
intimates and boſom friends. G 4 III. 


— 
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III. This is the third general head of diſcourſe, 
which I laid down; viz. to conſider the reaſons of 
ſuch a choice. And you may take theſe that 
follow. 

Firft, Becauſe theſe are God's friends, and there- 
fore we ſhould chuſe them for our friends. Thing 
cron friend, and thy father's friend forſake not, is the 
wiſe advice of Salomon, Prov. xxvii. 10. Would you 
not reſpect one who had been your father's friend, 


and whom your parents valued and loved? And 
how much more, ſhould you love and value the- 


friends of God, your heavenly Father, who made 
you and maintains you, Beſides, theſe perſons are 
the moſt excellent of the earth, in his account, who 
beſt knows the true worth and value of all men; 
they are ſuch, ſays God, of whom the world is not 
mort by. God's people are the moſt nobly born, and 
moſt nobly related of any in all the world; for they 
are the children of God, the heirs of heaven, the 
ſpouſe and the members of Chri/?; whereas wicked 
perſonsare all fools; io they are branded in ſcripture; 
fools indeed! who are enemies to God, and ſlaves to 
the Devil, and who make nothing of damning their 
own ſouls. And now, can it be any doubt with 
you, which of theſe two ſort of perſons, you ſhould 
chuſe for your friends and intimates? O! by all 
means, let God's friends be mine, and let my inti- 
macy be with thoſe who have an intereſt with God; 
with thoſe who will bear me upon their hearts at 
the throne of grace, and who may probably prevail 
with their heavenly Friend and Father, to bleſs their 
friend on earth. Job's friends found the mighty ad- 
vantage of having ſuch a friend to ſpeak for them, 
who had an intereſt with Gad, and who could ob- 
tain a pardon and a bleſſing for them, even when 
God was angry with them, and would * 

em 
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them to ſpeak for themſelves. Thus, their being 
God's friends, is a very ſubſtantial reaſon why we 
ſhould chuſe good people for our friends and com- 
panions. 

Secondly, Theſe are the companions and friends 
who, of all others, will be moſt uſeful and comfor- 
table to you. They are, in themſelves, the moſt 
excellent perſons, and will be to you, on all ac- 
counts, the moſt valuable and uſeful friends, He that 


walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe himſelf; their ex- 


ample, and diſcourſe, their advice and counſel will 


have a mighty influence in forming younger minds, 


eſpecially, into ſobriety, and goodneſs; by con- 
verſing with ſuch perſons, they are ſweetly allured 


to virtue, and inſenſibly drawn to religion: but 


what good can be learned, or got by wicked com- 
panions? they will be moſt likely to lead you into 
the way of ruin; for the beſt of them, ſays the Pro- 
phet, 7s as 4a Grier, or à thorn hedge, Micah vii. 4. 


which will tear and wound us, that is, deprive us- 
of our innocence, wound our conſciences, increaſe 
our guilt, and thereby dreadfully inflame the recko- 


ning of the great day; all this is but the natural ef- 
fect of keeping company with wicked perſons. 
Again, Good people will be the moſt comfortable 
friends that you can make choice of, ' for they will 
be faithful to you, and you may ſafely truſt them; 


but you muſt never depend on wicked perſons be- 
ing faithful to you, who are ſo unfaithful to Cod, 
their greateſt benefactor, and the belt friend of all. 
If conſcience does not bind the friendſhip, it is lit- 


tle to be depended on; ſuch as fear not Gad, will 
not regard man neither, any farther than as it ſuits 


with their humour and intereſt: you can never be 
' ſafe, therefore, in unburdening your minds of your 
ſecret griefs to any ungodly perſon, for you can 


have 
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have no ſecutity that he will not afterwards expoſe 
you, and betray your ſecret. Wicked perſons are 


not to be truſted, and therefore are not fit to be 
made boſom friends. Further, you inuſt not e 


that they will ſtand by you in a time of diſtreſs and | 


trouble; but tis much more likely, that when they 
have brought you to ruin, then they will leave you. 
Let the inſtance of the young Prodigal, in the pa- 
rable, be a cantion againſt ever depending on the 
friendſhip of ungodly men: While he was in his 
proſperity, no doubt but his com panions, who were 
wicked like himſelf, would profeſs a world of friend - 
ſhip and love to him; but when his ſubſtance was 
once gone, and he began to be in want, his old 
companons and friends were all gone too; they had 
brought the poor young man to ruin, and there 
they leave him to ſhift for himſelf: methinks we 
hear him exclaiming againſt them now in his di- 
ſtreſs. © Where are my old companions now on 
% whom I ſpent my eſtate? my friends who careſ- 
« ſed me ſo much, and pretended ſuch a world of 
love? is it all come to this? not one of them will 
© Jook on me now, or ſo much as give me a meals 
« meat! fool that I was, to hearken to their coun- 
„ fel; and leave my father's houſe!” Such is the 
friendſhip of wicked perſons; and this is all the 
comfort you muſt expect from ſuch friends, in a 


time of diſtreſs and trouble. Or, ſuppoſe the beſt, 


that they ſhould not forſake you, yet, alas! what 
comfort can they miniſter to you? would you ever 
think of going to ſuch perſons for advice under 
trouble of conſcience, ſuppoſe the terrors of G 
ſhould ſet themſelves in array againſt you? or what 


comfort can they bring you on a dying bed? would 
it then be any pleaſure to ſee your wicked compa- 
nions ſtanding around you? would you not rather 


8. abhor 
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abhor the very ſight of them, who have tempted 


you to ſin, and helped you to ruin your ſouls? 


What can theſe friends do for you, when you come 
to ſtand at the judgment ſeat of Chriß? Alas they 
will be dreadful witneſſes againſt you there: of, do 
you think it will be any comfort to you in Bil, to 
ave your old companions with you in that place of 


tokment? No, the rich man in hell was dreadfully 


afraid of His wicked brethrens coming there too, 
leaſt the very, fight of them ſhould enrage the aceu- 
Ges confeience, and their bitter reproaches 

would aggravate his torment. Thus you may eaſtly 
compute, before hand, that no ttue comfort is ever 
to be expected from wicked companions. But, on 
the other hand, if you affociate with good people, 
and mike thoſe your companions who fear the Lord, 
you will find, he will be comfortable to you on 
many accounts. It will be no ſmall comfort, at 
preſent, to have ſuch friends in whom you may ſe- 
curely truft, to whom you can freely open your 
minds, and communicate your moft ſecret griefs 
and troubles, and with whom you can take ſweet 
counſel and pray together; As ointment and perfume 


rejoice the heart, / doth the freetneſs of a man's friend, 


Prov. xxvii. 9. Theſe can comfort you in your ſpi- 
ritual troubles, and theſe will not forfake you in 
your temporal afflictions; ſuch friends as theſe will 

very welcome to your dying bed; you will be 
glad to ſee them then, lf it will be comfortable' 
taking leave of thoſe in this world, whom you have 
good hopes of meeting again in heaven. It is cer- 
tain, the communion of ſaints is one of the ſweeteſt 
comforts that we ars capable of on this fide eterni- 
ty; and it will be no little part of the happineſs of 


Beaven itſelf, that we ſhall there converſe with the 
ſpirits of juft nen matt prrf+8. I add only one rea- 


fon 


— 
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ſon more, why you ſhould chuſe ſuch as fear God 
for your friends and companions how. And that is 
Thirdly, Becauſe theſe are the perſons that you 

would wiſh and deſire to be with for ever. I ap- 

peal to you all if it be not fo : do not you defire to 

be with good people in the other world? to die the 

death of the righteous; to be numbred with the 

friends of Gad, and to have your lot and portion 

with them in h:aven? I am confident, this is what 

you all wiſh for; and who are ſo proper to be your 

companions. in this world, as thoſe whom you de- 

ſire to be with for ever? Ay, and you may depend 

upon it, that you will not be fonnd fit for their 

company, nor will you be admitted into their ſoci- , 

ety above, if you are not the companions of thoſe 

that fear God here below: a companion of fools ſhall 

be defirayed. ' You may, therefore, make a ſhrewd. 

gueſs, at leaſt, what company you ſhall be ſorted 

with in the other world, by what company you 
like beſt to ſort with here. Now, how right and 
oper is it, to make thoſe your companions in this | 
fe, with whom you hope to live eternally ! when 
you'chuſe ſuch as fear Gd, for your acquaintance, 
and friends, tis forming an acquaintance and friend» 
ſhip for heaven; nor can I doubt, but that ſuch of 
Ged's people as have converſed, and taken ſweet. 
counfel together in this their ſtate of mortality, will 
have ſome peculiar pleaſure in their meeting in that 
other world. The Apoſtle Paul reckoned on a pe- 
culiar joy, in meeting his The/alonian chriſtian 
friends on the other fide death, and that he ſhould 
be able to know them, and ſingle them out in the 
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vaſt aſſembly at the great day. What is our hope, or c 
Joy, or crown of rejoicing ? are not even ye in the pre- NF V 
ence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming? 1 Theſ. » 4 
. . v 


ü. 19. So that when you contract an Wer 
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and intimacy with the friends of God, and are ſuch 
yourſelves, you form an acquaintance for heaven; 
And, I am perfuaded, there will be a peculiar plea- 
ſure in meeting ſuch acquaintance there. By all 
means then, make thoſe your friends and companions 
now, who are going to that better world, and 
ecepts. 


t they are ſuch as fear the Lord, and keep his 
Thus, I have 


* 


I cloſe. 


1.) Let what you have heard, concerning the 
choice of good companions, be a caution to you, to 
y. You have, in ſome mea- 
fare, heard of what great advantage it will be to 
you, to make thoſe your companions who fear the 
Lord; but it is impoſſible to ſay how miſchievous 
4 evil company may probably be to you; for a wick- 

ad man is certainly the moſt dangerous of all crea- 

tures: and ſo much, ſome ſuppoſe, is taught in the 
law of Moſes, where he who touched a dead beaſt, ” 

was to be unclean but until the evening, Leviz. xi. 
v24- whereas he who touched a dead man, was un- 
clean for ſeven days, Num. xix. 11. intimating, 

erhaps, that the pollution which is contracted from 

d men (ſuch as are ſaid in ſcripture to be dead in 
fin) is the fouleſt and worſt of all. You ſhould 
therefore avoid their company as much as poſſible, 

fly it as you would the plague. It is not poſſible, 

indeed, that any of us ſhould wholly avoid - the 
converſation of evil men, while we divell in this evil 
# world; which is fo full of them; but what I mean, 

» and would earneſtly adviſe you to is this, that you 

would not make wicked perſons your —_—_ — 


avoid all evil com 
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| gone through with the heads of 
diſcourſe which J , propoſed from this text. The 
ſubject has been chiefly practical, and therefore T 
have now little more to add by way of application. 
I will only leave with you zoo or three hints before 
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boſom friends; converſe with them no more than 
needs muſt, and if you have already contracted an 
intimacy with any ſuch perſons, 2 it off in 
time, and take up David's reſolution, Pſalm exix. 
115. Depart from me ye evil doers; for J will keep the 
fommandments of my God. In the gract of God 
Lam now reſolved for heaven, and the friends of 


% God ſhall therefore be my friends and my compa- 1 I 


tt nions; depart from me ye evil doers, for I will 


e have no ſuch company: I dare not venture my 


te ſoul at your ungodly rate, I would not have my 

te lot with you for ten thouſand worlds; it is time 

« therefore for you and I to part. We muſt be 

— So eternally, and its no matter how ſoon.” 

3 

2.) Suppoſing on are ſo happy as to have YE 
ious friends <F intimates, Rel then offer a 
w words of advice, in order to the improving 

your friendſhip to the beſt purpoſes. As, 

That you would be very free and open with each 
other about your ſpiritual concerns; endeavour to 
get into as great a freedom in diſcourſing about ſpi- 
ritual, as about temporal matters. It was the prac- 
tice of ſome chriſtians in the primitive times, which 


they found a great advantage in, to enter into very 7 | F 


ſtrict leagues of friendſhip one with another, mere- 


ly on ſpiritual accounts; each man had his boſom 


Elend, to whom he would ſpeak freely about his 
ſpiritual cancerns, and open to him all his heart: 
20d they uſed, in moſt ſolemn manner, to char 8 
each other with the, care of one another's ſouls; 

ebbging themſelves mutually ta watch over one 
anothers and. to do all they. could to promote one 
zuotheris falvation- Was ſomething of this fort 
wore aimed at in your private leagues of friendſhip, , 

A -would certainly turn to à valuable account. 
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„Further, Let me adviſe yon to be faithful in keep- 
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ing one another's ſecrets; and alſo in reproving one 


In another's faults : all flattery muſt be utterly baniſhed 


out of true and profitable friendſhip, and you muſt 
ſettle it with yourſelves, as an unalterable term of 
your mutual friendſhip, that you will neither ſaffer 
any fault in each other to paſs without reproof, nor 
ever take offence ateach other, for faithful reproving. 

And in the laſtplace, Let me adviſe you, to cul- 


© civate and improve your friendſhip by prayer; which 


will both be a very great ſecurity of its continuance, 
and an excellent means of making it truly profitable. 
Always make conſcience of remembring one ano- 
ther at the throne of grace; and never ſpeak to Gad 
for. yourſelves, without ſpeaking for your friend too: 
and I would further adviſe you to pray often toge- 
ther, to pray with, as well as, for one another; join 
your intereſt at the throne of grace, for when two 
or three meet together there a ſpecial bleſſing is pro- 
miſed th; and there you may pour out your ſouls 
to Gad with much freedom, and without any re- 
ſtraint from natural baſhfulneſs, when there is none 
preſent to hear you, and join with you, but your 


intimate boſom friend: ſuch a uſe of your friendſhip 


will confirm and indear it, and make it a ha 
means of preparing your ſouls for a better wor 
where all is friendſhip and love. OE 
3.) After all that I have been ſaying about hu- 


- mane friendſhip, let me, above all, adviſe you to 


make God and Chrif your friends. : Humane friend- 
ious thing; 
there is a great deal of weakneſs, and a great deal 


of unmortified paſſion, in the beſt and holieſt on 


this ſide Baden; which often” imbitters the faſteſt 


— and ſometimes quite diſſolves it. De- 


pend not too much, therefore, on the friendſhip of 
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